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Warning to 
cat owners 
over pellet 
gun thugs 

OWNERS are being urged 
to remain vigilant after a 
cat was shot in the stomach. 

The 10-year-old cat un¬ 
derwent life-saving surgery 
after it was shot with a pel¬ 
let gun in Fairmile Road, 
Halesowen. 

Vets4Pets Halesowen 
have put out a warning on 
their Facebook page which 
has been shared more than 
850 times. 

The cat was taken to 
Manor Veterinary Centre on 
Kent Road on the evening of 
February 12 and underwent 
a three hour operation to 
save its life. 

The cat’s owner, who did 
not want to be named, said: 
“At the minute we have a 
really poorly boy, the cur¬ 
rent costs stand at over 
£3,000. 

Upsetting 

“What is really upset¬ 
ting is this time a couple of 
weeks back we had a per¬ 
fectly healthy cat. 

“It is absolutely terrible. 
A reward will be given for 
genuine information.” 

Pellets were also discov¬ 
ered in the leg of another 
cat by a neighbour. 

Under the Animal Wel¬ 
fare Act 2006, anyone found 
guilty of causing unneces¬ 
sary suffering to an animal 
could face a maximum six 
month prison sentence or a 
£20,0 00 fine. _ 

Police blitz on 
car cruisers 

MORE than a dozen car 
cruisers have been targeted 
in the first crackdown by 
police after tough new rules 
banning race meetings on 
a main route through the 
Black Country. 

Police were out in force 
on the Black Country Route 
in Bilston, the Birmingham 
New Road and in areas of 
Dudley, Darlaston and Wal¬ 
sall on a major operation 
to enforce a new court in¬ 
junction. They hit cruising 
hotspots in a four hour op¬ 
eration and 15 drivers had 
been issued with warnings. 


PARENTS' PLEA 
TO SAVE SERVICE 


WORRIED parents have signed a pe¬ 
tition calling on Dudley Council to 
scrap proposed cuts to free transport 
for children with special needs. 

The 859 signatories also object to plans to 
close two centres supporting children with 
speech and language difficulties. 

The criticism has prompted council bosses to extend its 


consultation on the matter, 
meaning a final decision 
will be delayed. Dudley 
Council is seeking to save 
a total of £27 million over 
the next three years. Bring¬ 
ing in both proposals would 
save the council more than 
£250,000 each year. 

The authority currently 
pays for dozens of children 
with additional needs to 
travel to specialist nurseries 
in the borough but says it is 
not legally required to do so. 

Marc Carter, who runs 
the WeLoveCarers charity 
in Brierley Hill, said: “I am 
very pleased with the num¬ 
bers we have got signing 
this petition but I’m not 
surprised because it is such 
an emotive issue. 

Alternatives 

“It shows that Dudley 
Council need to be talking 
to people and looking at the 
alternatives available. 

“We know there has got to 
be savings and there are lots 
of things to be cut but we 
simply don’t see how these 
proposals will save money. 

“If the transport is cut 
there will need to be more 
local provision in existing 
nurseries. We are not talk¬ 
ing about one or two nurs¬ 
eries, we are talking about 
them all.” 

The council currently 
pays for 49 children to 
travel to specialist nurseries 
in the borough. 

Mr Carter knows first 


By Dominic Bareham 


hand the value of the service 
having previously used it to 
transport his autistic son to 
Netherton Park nursery. 

He added: “Ben would not 
have coped in a mainstream 
busy nursery. I didn’t have a 
car and I lived near Russells 
Hall at the time so the ser¬ 
vice was vital.” 

Under the proposed cuts 
two centres supporting chil¬ 
dren with speech and lan¬ 
guage difficulties in Dudley 
will also close. Parents say 
they have been left fear¬ 
ing their children could be 
placed into mainstream 
schools where they would 
have difficulty coping. 

Campaigners say they 
will fight the cost-cutting 
moves. But council bosses 
claim they have been forced 
to consider axing the service 
after Government cuts. 

From September, Dudley 
Council is proposing to de¬ 
liver the specialist service at 
just one site, Hob Green Pri¬ 
mary School in Stourbridge. 
This would mean centres at 
St Margaret’s at Hasbury 
Church of England Primary 
School in Halesowen and 
at Quarry Bank Primary 
School both closing. It would 
see the number of places 
available drop by eight. 

Tim Crumpton, Dudley 
Council’s children’s chief, 
said the changes would im¬ 
prove the service. 


Husband fights back after meningitis 



Meningitis survivor Paul Fowkes back home in Bournes Hill with his wife Lynne after nearly losing his life to the illness 


“I’M not one of those people who dwell 
on what’s happened -1 just look to the 
future.” 

That’s the message from a remark¬ 
able man whose life has been turned 
upside down by meningitis. 

Paul Fowkes was an active man who 
worked for an engineering company 
and a keen supporter of West Brom¬ 
wich Albion. 

But the 61-year-old was struck down 
by a severe case of meningitis which 
left him in hospital for more than two 
months. He lost parts of his hands and 
feet. 

Nnow he is back home in Hale¬ 


sowen, battling to fitness, Paul and his 
family are urging others to look out for 
signs of the illness. 

“I want to make people aware of the 
condition and how quickly they have 
to react if this happens to them,” said 
Paul’s wife Lynne, who worked as a 
catering systems manager at the Uni¬ 
versity of Birmingham. “I didn’t think 
that this would happen in our wildest 
dreams,” said the 59-year-old. 

Paul worked for Griff Chains, Cra- 
dley Heath, which builds conveyor 
belts. Last November he was hit by 
debilitating flu-like symptoms leaving 
him confined to bed. 


His wife grew increasingly con¬ 
cerned and called for doctors to assess 
him at home. She discovered a purple 
rash was developing. Paul was rushed 
to Russells Hall Hospital where doc¬ 
tors told Lynne her husband could 
have died in a matter of two hours. 

He was treated in intensive care for 
three weeks where medics said circula¬ 
tion to his toes and fingers were so bad 
they had no option but to amputate. 

The couple, married for 20 years 
with two children and three grandchil¬ 
dren, are looking to move to a bunga¬ 
low in Oldbury as they learn to adapt 
to Paul’s disabilities. 


Money is 
needed for 
hamburger 
island plan 

A £12.7 million overhaul to 
tackle congestion around 
a busy traffic island is on 
track to begin later this 
year. 

Sandwell Council wants 
to start work on the Birch- 
ley island project after plans 
were backed at a meeting 
last week. 

But officials from the au¬ 
thority say it will depend 
on how quickly cash for the 
scheme can be secured. 

Once work begins, the 
project is expected to take 
24 months to complete. 

Council bosses said a de¬ 
tailed business case was 
now being worked on after 
a favoured option had been 
agreed. 

Once finalised, the bid will 
be submitted to the Black 
Country Local Enterprise 
Board, which will decide if 
the cash should be given. 

Councillors approved 
plans for the ‘hamburger’ 
island after experts said it 
would be best way of eas¬ 
ing traffic congestion at 
the island, which is used by 
around 92,000 drivers a day. 

Plans for the scheme were 
re-examined leading to the 
launch of a second round of 
public consultation - with 
83 per cent of the public, 
motorists and businesses 
in favour of the conges¬ 
tion-busting measure which 
splits the traffic island in 
two. 

Man in court 
over bag grab 

A MAN appeared at court 
charged with attempted 
robbery and possession of a 
bladed weapon in public. 

Ben Wilkes, 27, of no 
fixed abode, appeared at 
Dudley Magistrates Court 
on Monday after a handbag 
was snatched from a woman 
in Trindle Road, Dudley, on 
Sunday morning. 

The 49-year-old woman 
was left shaken but unhurt. 

Wilkes was remanded 
in custody and will appear 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on April 8. 


SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Dudley who can help: 

Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Charlie Benton: 01384 353201 
charlie.benton@expressandstar.co.uk 

What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 

Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453. e-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 


Advertising 

Nicky Cope 
01902 319573 

Email nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 

Motoring: 

Liz Barratt 
Tel: 01384 353244 

E-mail: liz.barratt@expressandstar.co.uk 

Distribution: 

Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 



51-53, Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


Pledge to root out dishonest officers 


POLICE chiefs have pledged to 
take all appropriate measures to 
‘root out internal corruption’ after 
a special constable was handed a 
suspended sentence for fraud. 

Mahesh Randeria, 51, of Stour¬ 
bridge, admitted claiming over 
£1,300 more than he was entitled to 
in mileage travel expenses between 
October 2010 and November 2013. 

At Birmingham Crown Court 


he was given a four-month prison 
sentence suspended for 12 months. 
He was also ordered to pay back 
£1,343.50 to the force. Randeria, 
of Teasdale Way, will have to pay 
court costs. 

Police said he had worked for the 
force 28 years and had been based at 
Birmingham Central Police Station. 

He earlier pleaded guilty to fraud¬ 
ulently claiming travel expenses. 


Randeria has been suspended 
from his role as a special and will be 
subject to an internal disciplinary 
process now the criminal investiga¬ 
tion had been completed. 

Following the hearing, Chief In¬ 
spector Darren Walsh, from the 
force’s professional standards de¬ 
partment, said: “It is vital our com¬ 
munities have trust and confidence 
in everything we do. Therefore, 


West Midlands Police demands the 
highest standards of professional¬ 
ism, integrity and conduct from all 
police staff and police officers at all 
times. 

“We take any allegations of dis¬ 
honesty very seriously.” 

The court was told suspicions had 
first been raised was an audit was 
carried out and the discrepancies 
had been revealed. 


Cost of children in care 
is rising to over £2m 


TAKING more children into care is expected 
to cost cash-strapped Dudley Council more 
than £2 million in the next three years. 

Bosses have revealed an extensive plan to reduce 
the number of youngsters it has to take into care in 
an effort to save cash. 

The council will set up a new commission to work with 
other agencies and undertake a ‘robust review’ to see how 
numbers can be decreased. 

But a report ahead of a 
cabinet meeting being held 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
warned that the new body 
may not be able to deliver 
financial savings until 2016. 

Costs have soared in re¬ 
cent years placing huge 
financial strains on the au¬ 
thority which is battling 
cuts in Government fund¬ 
ing. 

Council bosses have re¬ 
vealed they have been una¬ 
ble to reduce the numbers in 
its care as quickly as it pre¬ 
dicted. There are currently 
754 ‘looked after children’, 
which has fallen from 772 in 
September last year. 

Ambition 

But the total remains 
much higher than before the 
recession took hold. In 2010, 
the figure was 480. 

Councillor Tim Crump¬ 
ton, cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“Our ambition is to ensure 
as many children as possible 
live with their families and 
our work around early sup¬ 
port services continues to 
reduce the numbers in care. 

“By establishing a com¬ 
mission to address issues 
around looked after chil¬ 
dren we will be ensuring the 
council uses a whole system 
approach, working with 
partners such as health and 
schools to help create the 
right conditions to support 
families.” 

Last year the council 
warned it was looking at a 
£1 million shortfall in its 
children’s services budget 


Police start 
to close the 
front desks 

FRONT desks at Stour¬ 
bridge and Halesowen po¬ 
lice stations will close this 
Saturday, February 28. 

The move comes as West 
Midlands Police looks to 
save £3 million. The force is 
axing 27 front counters over 
12 months. 

Others in the Black Coun¬ 
try closing on that date 
include Aldridge, Willen- 
hall, Wednesfield, Tipton, 
Wednesbury and Old Hill. 

The counter at Dudley 
Police Station was not in¬ 
cluded in Saturday’s clo¬ 
sures after Dudley North 
MP Ian Austin launched a 
campaign calling for the fa¬ 
cility to be saved. 

Mr Austin presented 
policing minister Mike 
Penning with a petition 
containing more than 2,000 
signatures to keep the sta¬ 
tion open to the public. He 
is planning to present it to 
Parliament and wants more 
residents to support the 
campaign. 

Mr Austin said: “It is 
encouraging that they are 
listening to local people but 
the threat hasn’t yet been 
lifted and we need to step 
up the campaign. It is com¬ 
pletely unacceptable that 
Dudley could become the 
largest town in the coun¬ 
try without a police station 
open to the public.” 


500 brave rain for heart run 



Runners set off after Dudley Mayor Councillor Margaret Aston put them under starter’s orders 


HUNDREDS of people braved the cold and 
the rain to take on the Action Heart five- 
mile run and walk. 

The annual fundraiser for the Action 
Heart charity saw around 500 runners 
start and finish at Russells Hall Hospital 
in Dudley on Sunday. Money raised from 
the event will be donated to the hospital’s 
Action Heart Centre, which is based in a 
purpose-built block at the hospital. 

This year’s fun run was extra special as 
it marked the 25th anniversary since it was 


first held and some competitors took part 
in fancy dress. The course was manned by 
40 stewards who have received help from 
Action Heart. The charity provides the larg¬ 
est cardiac rehabilitation programme in the 
country and money raised pays for heart 
rate monitors and gym equipment. 

First runner home was Sam Lloyd-Perks 
of Halesowen Athletics Club in 27 minutes 
and 30 seconds. First of the female runners 
was Tessa Clarke of Wolverhampton and 
Bilston in 29:36. 


Man, 21, is 
Jailed for 
sex attacks 
on girls 

A MAN from Stourbridge 
who sexually exploited two 
vulnerable girls has been 
jailed for six years and eight 
months. 

Former factory worker 
Saham Amin, of Balds Lane, 
Lye, was sentenced at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court 
after pleading guilty to rap¬ 
ing a 14-year-old and sexu¬ 
ally assaulting a 13-year-old. 

The 21-year-old preyed 
on the 14-year-old for 
around a year before the 
attack. 

He also sexually assaulted 
a 13-year-old girl having 
plied the girls with vodka. 

Amin initially denied the 
allegations but eventually 
admitted the offences in 
light of the medical evidence 
and the girls’ testimonies 
against him. 

Drinking 

He will also be placed 
upon the Sex Offender Reg¬ 
ister for life. 

On September 24 last 
year Amin texted the elder 
girl and asked if she wanted 
to come round to his house 
for a ‘drinking session’. 

Once the pair arrived, 
Amin, who had been drink¬ 
ing, sexually assaulted the 
younger girl before raping 
the older one. 

Big Centre TV 
set to go live 

A NEW digital television 
channel serving the Black 
Country will go live this 
weekend. 

Big Centre TV, based in 
Walsall, will begin broad¬ 
casting on channel eight on 
Freeview at 6pm on Satur¬ 
day, February 28. 

The channel is co-owned 
by former ATV presenter 
Mike Prince and Wolver- 
hampton-born Chris Perry. 

It will also cover Bir¬ 
mingham and Solihull and 
will see former Central TV 
sports broadcaster Bob Hall 
as its head of news and 
sport. It is broadcasting 
from Walsall Studio School. 


Mini-moto menace 

A CRACKDOWN on mi¬ 
ni-motorbikes has started 
at Warley Woods following 
complaints about riders 
disturbing residents living 
nearby. 

Gates have been closed at 
the park to stop vehicles ac¬ 
cessing the 100-acre wood¬ 
land at night. 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 


• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 




FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 




















































































Borough 
handed 
£17m by 
Lottery 

MORE than £1.7 million 
was invested into Dudley 
last year through National 
Lottery grants. 

Across the area, 54 grants 
were awarded to local pro¬ 
jects including arts, sports 
and heritage groups. 

Projects that benefited 
from the grants include 
Stourbridge Football Club, 
which received £46,000 
to refurbish its chang¬ 
ing rooms, and Homer 
Hill Park, which received 
£10,000 to install new play 
equipment. 

Around £2,300 was also 
awarded to The Brierley 
Hill Project to buy comput¬ 
ers for young people not in 
education or training. 

Actor 

Actor and performer John 
Barrowman, who presented 
last year’s National Lottery 
Awards show, said: “Every 
National Lottery player 
should feel proud of the in¬ 
credible difference they are 
making to the local com¬ 
munity. They raise an as¬ 
tonishing £33 million every 
week for a huge variety of 
life-changing projects. 

“The National Lottery 
Awards offer a chance to cel¬ 
ebrate the fantastic work of 
Lottery-funded projects. If 
you know of a great project 
that deserves to shine, then 
ple ase nominate them.” 

Council tax 
to stay frozen 

A FREEZE in council tax 
for the fifth year running 
was set to be approved at a 
meeting yesterday (Wednes¬ 
day). 

Dudley Council’s cabinet 
was gathering to rubber 
stamp the proposals for the 
borough. 

The bill for a Band D 
property would remain 
at £1,125.35 for 2015/16 
after the council secured 
a £1.2million Government 
grant to freeze council tax. 

Council leader Pete Lowe 
said: “I am confident that 
we will continue to have 
the lowest council tax in the 
West Midlands.” 

Roll out barrels 

REAL ale enthusiasts can 
choose from 90 different 
tipples during Stourbridge 
Beer Festival from April 15 
to 18. The event organised 
by Stourbridge and Hale¬ 
sowen branch of the Cam¬ 
paign for Real Ale will be at 
Stourbridge Town Hall. 


Complaints put chips back on menu at hospital 


CHIPS are being put back on the menu at 
Russells Hall Hospital following complaints 
from patients. 

The hospital meals service has been 
overhauled over concerns about the lack of 
choice and meals not being hot enough. 

Uninspiring offerings received a luke¬ 
warm response on the wards, forcing bosses 
to rethink what is on the menu. 

Derek Eaves, quality manager at the 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, said 
patients on wards where the new menus 


had been trialled had welcomed the return 
of chips. 

He told Dudley Council’s Health Scru¬ 
tiny Committee: “Compared with the old 
menus, on the pilot wards there is certainly 
a lot more appreciation for what they are 
getting. 

“Chips are not particularly nutritious 
but they are being re-introduced because 
it’s what they want. We are listening to 
patients but we have to balance that out 
against nutrition. 


“Patient satisfaction has gone up since.” 

It came as concerns were again raised 
about offerings for patients by members of 
the committee. 

Improvements 

A survey in 2013 showed that only 44 per 
cent of patients were happy with what was 
being served up. Since then bosses have 
been working to make improvements to the 
meal service. Providers Interserve invested 
£500,000 into overhauling the service. 


A wider choice will be made available as 
well as new trolleys that warm plates. 

For lunch and supper, patients will have 
the choice of four hot meals, four cold op¬ 
tions, six side dishes and a variety of hot 
and cold puddings. 

This is in addition to the 24 hot dishes 
available to pre-order from the special 
menu, which includes gluten free, dairy 
free, vegan, vegetarian and halal options. 

Several unpopular meal options have 
been dropped. 


Bus stop death driver faces 
'substantial' jail sentence 



Student Rebecca McManus, 21, described as ‘bright and funny’ Sukvinder Mannan pleads guilty to causing death by dangerous driving 


By Lee Watton 


A DRIVER was left facing prison 
after admitting killing a univer¬ 
sity student as she waited for a 
bus to take her to a friend’s hen 
do. 

Rebecca McManus, aged 21, died 
when Sukvinder Mannan’s Mitsub¬ 
ishi Evo careered into her as she 
waited at a bus stop on Hagley Road 
West, near Bearwood. 

Mannan, of Roundhills Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, pleaded guilty to causing death 
by dangerous driving when he appeared 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court on Tues¬ 
day. 

The 33-year-old also admitted a charge 
of causing serious injury by dangerous 
driving after Harriet Barnsley was hurt 
on the same day. He admitted failing to 
provide a blood sample following the col¬ 
lision on May 31 last year. 

Miss McManus died at the scene while 
Miss Barnsley, also 21, suffered serious 
injuries and was left in critical condition. 

Judge Andrew Lockhart QC adjourned 
the case to a later date still to be fixed, 
when Mannan will be sentenced. 

Disqualification 

“Whatever else happens he will be re¬ 
ceiving a substantial prison sentence,” he 
said. 

Judge Lockhart imposed an interim 
driving disqualification banning Mannan 
from the roads until his sentence. 

Mannan, who is married without chil¬ 
dren, was bailed by the court but strict 
conditions were imposed including regu¬ 
lar reporting to a police station. He was 
ordered to surrender his passport. 

Judge Lockhart said the loss of life had 
been a ‘tragedy’ and said Miss McManus’s 
family had ‘suffered an enormous loss’. 

Mannan spoke only to confirm his name 
and enter his pleas. 

Inderjit Singh, 30, of Cranbourne Ave¬ 
nue, Ettingshall, is also accused of caus¬ 
ing death by dangerous driving and was 
bailed to appear for a further hearing 
later in the year. 

Judge Lockhart said Mannan would not 
be sentenced until this hearing had been 
completed and the results known. 

Miss McManus, from Oldbury, was de¬ 


scribed as ‘bright and funny’ by family and 
friends. Teachers said she was ‘talented, 
warm, generous and lovely’. 

She was a creative writing student, poet 
and musician who attended the University 
of East Anglia on an English Literature with 
creative writing degree course. 

Miss McManus was known for wearing 
her trademark red beret and had previously 
attended Stourbridge’s King Edward VI Col¬ 
lege achieving four A-Levels, two at A* and 
two at grade A. 

A family statement said: “Rebecca was 
bright and funny with a wonderful future to 
look forward to.” 

Miss McManus’ teachers spoke highly of 
her. Jane Salmon, English Literature tutor 


at King Edward VI College, said she had 
been gifted academically as well as being a 
talented poet and musician. 

“She contributed to many aspects of col¬ 
lege life and her warmth and generosity 
made her extremely popular with both staff 
and students,” she said. 

Hugo Card, 24, from Surrey, is preparing 
to cycle across the United States in memory 
of his friend Miss McManus after joining 
the American Coast to Coast challenge to be 
held next month. 

Mr Card said Miss McManus’ death had 
been devastating for everyone who knew 
her. “She was such a wonderful person. It is 
hard to believe someone so full of spirit and 
fun could be taken away in this way.” 


Following the crash, residents living 
near to the bus stop said they had been left 
stunned. 

Robert Harrison, 49, who lived four doors 
away from the crash, said: “We have lived 
here for five years and not seen anything 
like this before.” 

New traffic safety measures have been 
proposed for the road near the scene of the 
tragedy. 

Traffic lights will be installed along the 
carriageway, a major route into Birming¬ 
ham from the Black Country, as part of the 
scheme. Under the scheme, the lights are to 
be installed near to Lightwoods Park and 
The Dog pub. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Couple will win 
a wedding venue 

DUDLEY Council is of¬ 
fering a free wedding at 
its popular Priory Hall in 
Dudley. 

The prize draw will be 
held at the venue’s open 
day on March 7 where cou¬ 
ples will get the chance to 
win free use of the venue, 
valued at £350. 

Councillor Rachel Har¬ 
ris said: “Our wedding 
open day attracts couples 
from across the borough 
eager to visit our beautiful 
Priory Hall venue, pick up 
tips and get inspiration for 
their big day.” 

The open day runs from 
10am to 4pm. 

Workshops help 
out-of-work men 

JOBLESS men in the bor¬ 
ough are being offered ad¬ 
vice and support on how to 
cope with unemployment. 

Social enterprise For¬ 
ward for Life is delivering 
an eight-week programme 
of workshops on behalf of 
Dudley Council’s office of 
public health. 

The free half-day work¬ 
shops will cover mental 
health awareness, confi¬ 
dence building, promoting 
self-esteem, suicide preven¬ 
tion, self-care and wellbe¬ 
ing. For more information 
call 07585776800. 

Police museum 
role for professor 

HISTORIAN Professor 
Carl Chinn is to be the pa¬ 
tron of the West Midlands 
Police Museum. 

He has agreed to be am¬ 
bassador of the museum at 
Sparkhill police station fol¬ 
lowing the death of former 
patron Lord Knights. 

Chiefs are hoping Profes¬ 
sor Chinn’s inspirational 
style will help modernise 
the museum, which charts 
the history of West Mid¬ 
lands policing from 1839. 

A&E targets are 
hit at Russells Hall 

RUSSELLS Hall Hospital 
has once again bucked the 
national trend by hitting 
Accident & Emergency 
targets. There were 1,809 
attendances at the hospi¬ 
tal’s A&E unit last week 
and 96.8 per cent within 
four hours, one of the best 
figures in the country. 

The Dudley hospital has 
repeatedly hit the target in 
recent months. 

Speedy warning 

WARLEY MP John Spellar 
has welcomed calls for all 
speed cameras to be paint¬ 
ed yellow. 

He has backed the call 
from Labour’s trans¬ 
port spokesman Michael 
Dugher. 
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GasOn Spares LM 



The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 



Not everyone likes changes, 

But you’re going to love these changes 


WE ARE 

CHANGING OUR 
NAME, NOT 
OUR QUALITY 
SERVICES . 





/ ervices 


ome 


BESPOKE HOME CARE SERVICES 


42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen West Midlands B62 9AY 


W 0121 421 3733 / 0121 421 3715 

www.stiled-homeservices.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER RHODES 


I ASSUMED Boris Johnson was trying his hand at 
comedy last week when he penned a stirring column 
warning that a Labour government would strip Britain’s 
armed forces and leave us defenceless. How can you not 
respond with a hollow laugh, looking at the wasteland of 
defence left by this Tory government? Twenty thousand 
fine British soldiers have been sacked and the Reserves 
(formerly the TA) are collapsing before our eyes. I remem¬ 
ber years ago an old true-blue, Tory-voting artillery major 
who served through the Second World War and the Cold 
War telling me sadly: “We always do better under Labour 
than the Tories.” The theory is that when Conservatives 
get their hands on the armed forces, the bean-counting 
instinct takes over but when Labour forms a government, 
the old working-class patriotism kicks in. 

ED Miliband says the Black Country has nothing to fear 
from joining a combined council with Birmingham. His 
spin-doctors have obviously not informed him that the 
proudest boast of any Blackcountryman is “Ar bay frum 
bloody Brum.” (I am not a resident of Birmingham). 

SO Labour is going to get a grip on tax dodging. The 
snag is that, while there will always be a small percentage 
of millionaire families (the Milibands of Primrose Hill, for 
example) who use clever, and entirely legal, strategies to 
keep their tax liabilities to a minimum the biggest form of 
tax dodging is the sort used a million times a day by small 
businesses. “Knock a few quid off for cash?” asks the 
customer, and the plumber/window cleaner/electrician 
gladly agrees. Now, the tradesman may be using cash 
payments to dodge VAT and income tax. Or he may sim¬ 
ply prefer cash because it saves him the bother of taking 
yet another cheque to the bank. So over to you, Messrs 
Miliband and Balls. How do you sort the bona-fide from 
the fiddlers? The Balls answer is for customers to de¬ 
mand a receipt for work done. So that’s higher prices for 
the customers, more paperwork for traders, battalions of 
tax inspectors to monitor every bank account and crawl 
over every scribbled receipt, and, presumably, some pen¬ 
alty on customers who don’t keep their receipts. Is that 
what the two Eds want? If so, let us know so we can get 
the house rewired or painted before the General Election. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


ITaxi drivers may strike 
over delays in retests 


TAXI drivers have vowed to go on strike over 
a row with council bosses involving delays at 
a Dudley testing centre. 

Dudley Private Hire and Taxi Drivers Association 
say its members are being forced off the road due to 
waiting times. 

MoTs can be carried out at any garage but more specific 
checks to ensure taxi safety must be done at Dudley Coun¬ 


cil’s garage in Brier ley Hill. 

The council recently 
moved from a single bay 
testing facility in Nether- 
ton to one capable of seeing 
two cars at the same time 
in Narrowboat Way. But if 
vehicles fail tests, drivers 
claim it can be three days 
before they can secure a 
retest, losing them income 
while their car is off the 
road. 

Taxi driver Abrar Mun- 
shi, aged 33, from Stour¬ 
bridge, says he lost up to 
£300after having to rebook 
a test when his vehicle failed 
for a faulty headlight and 
brakes. 

But he says after taking 
his car to a garage to be 
repaired, they gave the car 
a clean bill of heath - and 
when it was retested by 
Dudley Council’s own in¬ 
spectors it passed having 
had no work done to it. 

Mr Munshi, who works 
for Falcon Cars in Stour¬ 
bridge, has made a formal 
complaint to the council 
about the issue. 

“I have lost confidence 


By Andrew Turton 


in the tests,” he said. “This 
is costing us money. I have 
made an official complaint 
to the council.” 

Association chairman 
Shaz Saleem said: “We are 
going to have a meetingbut 
we may have no choice but 
to go on strike. If the coun¬ 
cil can’t handle the number 
of cars then we must be al¬ 
lowed to use independent 
garages. “ 

Dudley councillor Rachel 
Harris, who oversees taxi li¬ 
censing, said: “Our priority 
is that the taxi and private 
hire vehicles in the borough 
meet the highest standards 
to ensure passenger safety. 

“For that reason we want 
all vehicles to go through 
our MoT testing facility in 
Brierley Hill, where we have 
worked closely with Vehi¬ 
cle and Operator Services 
Agency and other agencies 
to put in a testing regime, 
using automated technol¬ 
ogy, that is consistent.” 


Bulldogs rescued from fire 



Firefighters with two of the rescued dogs at Halesowen 


THREE bulldogs were res¬ 
cued from a blaze at a house 
in Halesowen, where fire¬ 
fighters discovered a canna¬ 
bis factory. 

The canine trio, including 
two puppies, were carried to 
safety from the property in 
Green Lane. 

Emergency services were 
alerted after passersby saw 
smoke coming from the 
ground floor window and 
heard barking from inside 
the house.When the noise 
stopped they became con¬ 
cerned for the dogs’ safety 
and rang 999. Firefighters 
from Haden Cross forced 
their way into the property 
and found the dogs. 

The fire was contained to 
a bedroom at the front of the 
house and was extinguished 
by two firefighters wearing 
breathing apparatus. West 
Midlands Police said six can¬ 
nabis plants were found in 
the same upstairs bedroom. 

Watch Commander Justin 
Bayliss said: “Two bulldog 
puppies were rescued. A 
fully grown bulldog, who 
had been quite aggressive, 
was also rescued.” 

Police are not treating the 
fire as suspicious and con¬ 
tinue to make enquiries.” 


Step in 
the right 
direction 
for health 

PEOPLE looking to im¬ 
prove their fitness can bor¬ 
row pedometers from librar¬ 
ies in Dudley to help them 
step towards fitness 

It is hoped the scheme will 
encourage residents to walk 
more or take up jogging. 

The scheme is part of 
Dudley Council’s Let’s Get 
campaign which promotes 
healthy lifestyles. 

It has been spearheaded 
with the launch of a web¬ 
site where people can find 
information on exercise and 
nutrition. 

The site gives each user 
the chance to form and 
track their own tailor-made 
healthy living plan to suit 
their own goals and life¬ 
styles. 

Active 

Cabinet member for 
health and well-being on 
Dudley Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Rachel Harris said: 
“A recent study from the 
University of Cambridge 
has concluded that around 
676,000 deaths occur in the 
UK every year due to inac¬ 
tivity. 

“The Let’s Get campaign 
is helping people of all ages 
and abilities to be more ac¬ 
tive in Dudley borough.” 

Pedometers are available 
from all borough libraries. 

For more information on 
healthy eating and physical 
activity in Dudley visit the 
www.lets-get.com website. 



Usual MOT price: £5^.05 
Half Price: -68M2" 

MOT Price when 

you join the Vauxhall £ f 

MasterFit Service Club: 


£ 7.42 


^MANAGED 


ill 




97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 




VAUXHALL 


Halesowen 

Motor House 

0121 503 0001 

halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 

Stourbridge 
Motor House 

01384 447970 

stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley 

Motor Company 

01384 454100 

dudleymotorco.co.uk 

T Wall Garages 

(Kingswinford) 

01384 288333 

twall.co.uk 


✓ Windows 

✓ Composite Doors 

✓ Porches 

✓ Patio Doors 

✓ Conservatories 

✓ Window & Door Repairs 

✓ Fascias / Guttering 

✓ Building Work 

✓ Misted-up Units 


CARS REGISTERED IN 2012 
OR OLDER REQUIRE AN MOT! 


• —■’VICE CLUB 


MasterFit Service Club* -s. 

J 50% off MOTs /~J2!tiNgw^ 

J Up to 25% off / —■ 

Servicing & Repairs I 
J Vauxhall Trained \ reSMfit 

Technicians 

J Genuine Vauxhall Parts -I 


tMasterFit £20 voucher offer Expires 30/3/2015. Not available in conjunction with any other offer 




































Shingles 
vaccine is 
urged for 
the elderly 

OLDER residents are being 
urged to vaccinate them¬ 
selves against shingles with 
a free vaccine. 

The vaccine is being 
offered at GP surgeries 
throughout Dudley to 
residents aged 70, with a 
catch-up vaccination availa¬ 
ble for those aged 78 and 79. 

Shingles is a painful skin 
rash caused by the reactiva¬ 
tion of the same virus that 
causes chicken pox in chil¬ 
dren. 

While it can affect all age 
groups, it tends to affect 
people more as they get 
older, especially over the 
age of 70. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, 
Dudley Council’s cabinet 
member for health, said: 
“For most people, shingles 
can be a mild infection with 
good recovery, but for oth¬ 
ers it can be very painful 
and uncomfortable. 

“The vaccine reduces the 
risk of getting the illness, 
but for those who do get 
it, their symptoms may 
be milder and the illness 
shorter than if they weren’t 
protected. 

“If you’re 70, 78 or 79, 
and you haven’t already 
been vaccinated, please get 
in touch with your GP sur¬ 
gery to make an appoint¬ 
ment.” 

Those aged 71 should 
have received the vaccine 
last year and those aged 
72-77 will be offered the vac¬ 
cine over the next few years. 


£211111 to refurbish the 
borough's council housing 


THOUSANDS of council homes across Dud¬ 
ley are to be renovated as part of a planned 
£211 million investment programme. 

There will be revamped central heating systems, 
replacement windows, kitchens and bathrooms as 
part of a package of upgrades for rundown council 
properties rented by the borough’s 23,000 tenants. 

More than a quarter of the money - £61.7m - will be 


spent improving empty 
properties to ensure they 
can be re-let. 

And more than £23m will 
be spent on the outside of 
properties including the re¬ 
placement of around 10,000 
windows each year. 

Councillor Gaye Par¬ 
tridge, cabinet member for 
housing, said: “As the big¬ 
gest provider of secure ten¬ 
ancies in the borough and as 
a landlord we are committed 
to investing in our proper¬ 
ties to make sure they have 
heating, adequate windows 
as well as modern kitchen 
and bathrooms. 

Commitment 

“This investment in our 
housing stock shows our 
commitment to the very 
best council homes. We are 
responding to the fact that 
many people are struggling 
and we are looking to agree 
a freeze for council tenants.” 

Councillors are set to ap¬ 
prove the plans this week. 

A report states £17.lm 
will be invested to improve 


By Rob Cox 


the efficiency of central 
heating and provide more 
affordable heating in 4,675 
homes in an attempt to re¬ 
duce fuel poverty. 

Nearly £15m will spent 
re-roofing homes to ensure 
they remain sound and 
watertight with work to 
include the use of energy ef¬ 
ficient materials. 

A total of £13.4m has been 
set aside for adaptations for 
those living with disabilities 
including level-access show¬ 
ers, stair lifts, vertical lifts 
and ramps. 

Internal improvements 
such as plastering, replace¬ 
ment floors, new kitchens 
and bathrooms will take up 
£11.2m of the budget. 

The five year proposals 
also include plans to spend 
£38.8m on building around 
350 council homes. A total 
of 99 homes constructed on 
six sites in 2012 were the 
first council housing to be 
built in more than 20 years. 



West Midlands Fire Service dog Kai is seen out testing his skills at Baggeridge Country Park near Sedgley 


HE is the daring dog who keeps thou¬ 
sands of people entertained on Twit¬ 
ter. But two-year-old Kai is not all 
about adorable pictures and messing 
about with his canine pals, Pep and 
Elbe. 

The Belgian shepherd has a serious 
job to do — sniffing out the causes of 
fires across the West Midlands and at¬ 
tending some of the biggest blazes to 
rock the region. 

As part of his on-going training he 
is often taken out to tackle the obsta¬ 


cles at Baggeridge Country Park near 
Sedgley. 

Kai has been qualified with West 
Midlands Fire Service for a year and 
been to more than 40 scenes across the 
Black Country, Staffordshire, Shrop¬ 
shire and Warwickshire. This included 
the large blaze at Stag Industrial Es¬ 
tate in Bilston last November. 

His role is to assess the possibility of 
an arson attack, or to completely rule 
out such a cause, having been trained 
to find signs of flammable liquid. 


Kai is the responsibility of dog han¬ 
dler Mat Dixon, who is part of the 
West Midlands Fire Investigation 
Team, and came from a rescue centre 
in Telford. 

Mat regularly shares Kai’s adven¬ 
tures on Twitter, where more than 
2,000 people follow him along with 
Pep, a German shorthaired pointer 
aged six and Labrador springer spaniel 
Elbe, now 13. 

To follow their exploits follow @ 
WMFireDogs on Twitter. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Boards to tell of 
link with Titanic 

THE history of the anchor 
for the ill-fated ocean liner 
Titantic, which was forged 
in Netherton, is to be 
showcased under plans for 
new display boards. 

Dudley Council wants to 
place two information pan¬ 
els at open space near to 
the 16-ton anchor replica 
in Netherton. 

Officials said the first 
panel will detail the history 
of the original anchor com¬ 
missioned for the ill-fated 
ocean liner in 1911 and 
forged by Netherton firm 
Hingley. 

The second will detail 
the story of the replica, 
which was created for a 
Channel 4 documentary. 

Both panels will be 
placed on two identical 
sculptures modelled on an 
anchor windlass, the device 
used on a ship to wind in 
the anchor itself. 

Extra cash for 
old buildings 

MORE than £1 milli on is 
to be pumped into restor¬ 
ing historic buildings in 
Dudley. 

The town is to be 
awarded Heritage Lottery 
funding to allow the sec¬ 
ond phase of the Dudley 
Historic Core Townscape 
Heritage Scheme to begin. 

It is one of only 13 towns 
to be selected for funding. 

Nearly £3m has been 
spent so far as part of the 
project to rejuvenate old 
buildings. Restoration 
work has been carried out 
on buildings including the 
old Co-Op in High Street, 
Baylies Hall in Tower 
Street and Old Crown Inn. 
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HWindows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards j | 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^ 
than Rydale, and that’s 
\ N. \ why we have been in 

business for more 

_ m p_ i i than 30 years. 


K&TfMAjgfl 

gUARANjlpg 




Supplied 

nin/iifo * 


& Fitted...Across the Midlands 


FREEPH0NEi0800 917i6060j 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 


VYlakszthsi 


'SMAWn W. 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 
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IN MY ^J| 
VIEW 


I with Mark Andrews 


ALWAYS beware of anything 
which has the prefix ‘smart’. Yes, 
I know many people love their 
‘smart’ phones, but to a disin¬ 
terested observer they appear 
to have done more to isolate 
young people from everyday so¬ 
cial interaction than bring them 
together. 

Then it was ‘smart’ gas me¬ 
ters, which simply mean that 
nobody needs to bother coming 
round to read them any more. 
Not to mention the ‘smart’ televi¬ 
sion, which appears to be not so 
much a source of entertainment 
as an Orwellian spying device, 
secretly recording its users re¬ 
laxing in their own homes, trans¬ 
mitting details about the colour 
of their pyjamas and preferred 
bedtime beverages to the mar¬ 
keting men who then bombard 
them with junk mail. 

And now we have ‘smart’ mo¬ 
torways. Please, spare us. On 
the way down to a very pleasant 
weekend away in Henley-on- 
Thames, I had the misfortune 
to travel down the West Mid¬ 
lands stretch of the M6, which 
having been transformed into a 
‘smart motorway’ now resem¬ 
bles something more akin to a 
10-mile long Checkpoint Charlie. 

I’ve never seen so many cam¬ 
eras in all my life. A speed limit 
which variously fluctuated from 
70, to 50, to 60mph, maybe even 
40 on occasion, I lost track, cou¬ 
pled with a network of spy cam¬ 
eras which Kim Jong Un might 
consider ‘a bit oppressive’. 

Conditions 

There was no apparent reason 
for the varying speed limits; the 
weather conditions were good 
and the traffic was light, but 
hey, if you’ve got these gadgets, 
you’ve got to use them, haven’t 
you? 

In the end, I became so par¬ 
anoid about missing one of the 
never-ending gantry signs, I 
slowed down to 40 just in case. 
Better to cause a traffic jam than 
give the authoritarian blighters 
an excuse to fine you. 

These new cameras are called 
Hadecs3 - didn’t you just know 
they would have a stupid name 
which mixes up letters and nu¬ 
merals? - and, unlike the old 
cameras which relied on film, 
they can nick an infinite number 
of people. Which, given the con¬ 
fusing variation in speed limits, I 
don’t doubt they will do just that. 

Some motoring organisations 
have branded them stealth cam¬ 
eras, and called for them to be 
painted yellow. However, given 
the ludicrous number of them, 
they’re pretty easy to spot, and 
painting them yellow is missing 
the point. In the past, speed 
cameras were justified on the 
grounds that they were located 
at accident blackspots. 

However, a motorway where 
you drive slowly because the 
speed limit is confusing and the 
proliferation of cameras strikes a 
cold-war style fear into motorists 
does not strike me as very smart 
at all. 

Also, if you can only drive at 
40mph, it’s not really a motorway 
at all. It is a road. 



Mystery surrounds 
pilot’s last hours 



Flight Lieutenant John Smith’s niece, Jenny Watkins, of Hagley, attended the service 


Nearly 70 years on the 
family of war a tragic pilot 
is contacted by the Dutch 
village near his fatal crash 

FROM their farm in rural south¬ 
ern Holland, young brothers 
Victor and Harry Slender stared 
as a flaming war plane plunged 
out of the sky. 

In the cockpit on his first opera¬ 
tional flight was 23-year-old pilot, 
Flight Lieutenant John Smith, who 
was from Hagley and went to school 
in Stourbridge. 

Sadly the flight, which was shot down, 
would be his last. 

He and his navigator Kenneth 
Goldthorpe died as the plane came down 
just yards from the young boys’ home, in 
the final year of the Second World War. 

Details surrounding his death were 
sketchy. 

His family were aware he had died in 
a plane crash but little else was known. 

But the crash which caused Smith’s 
death had a lasting impact in the village 
of Norbeek close to the Belgian and Ger¬ 
man borders. 

Seventy years on they were deter¬ 
mined to remember the airmen who lost 
their lives on that fateful night and they 
were equally determined any relatives 
should also witness their service. 

It was a complete surprise when Jenny 
Wilkins’ phone rang last month as she 
sat in the same house her uncle John had 
lived seven decades earlier before going 
to war. 

She was 14 months old when his Mos¬ 
quito plane crashed. 

“We were just sitting here at home as 
normal,” the 71-year-old retired teacher 
said. 

On the other end of the line was a 
Dutch woman based in England who was 
trying to track down family members 


for the villagers. “She was married to 
someone in the RAF and happened to be 
from the village where the plane came 
down,” she said. “She put me in contact 
with the organiser of the event.” 

Four weeks later Mrs Wilkins, who 
taught at the Redhill School in Stour¬ 
bridge, went to the Netherlands with 
her sister Judith and husband Paul to 
a memorial service honouring her ma¬ 
ternal uncle. 

Mr Smith grew up in Hagley and was 
educated at the King Edward Gram¬ 
mar School, when he was old enough 


he volunteered to join the military. He 
trained pilots in America and Canada 
prior to the mission. 

Mrs Wilkins said: “We knew that he 
had been killed and we knew the date 
but the family never really talked about 
it much, I think my grandparents were 
very unforgiving that he had gone out 
there. 

“All we knew is that he was shot 
down but we didn’t know where.” 

So it came as a shock when she was 
informed a memorial service was being 
held to remember her uncle - and that 


people from another country knew more 
than her own family about how Smith 
came to meet his demise. 

She said: “The whole village turned 
out, youngster, the elderly, two ser¬ 
geants from the RAF and the mayor. 

“We were just thrilled. We didn’t 
expect anything like that. They had 
thought about him and did something to 
say this is where it happened. 

“They were so interested in the fam¬ 
ily, everybody came up and asked and 
said ‘sorry about your uncle’ but it was 
a happy occasion. 

“The ceremony was lovely, they took 
care of us. 

“It was hurriedly arranged by local 
people and they were so welcoming. 
They are so grateful he avoided the vil¬ 
lage.” 

A breakfast buffet was arranged for 
their guests from across the North Sea 
and the family attended a Mass where 
the local priests praised the airmen in 
Dutch and English. At the crash site lies 
a stone memorial with a plaque mark¬ 
ing the spot where the two men died. 

A pear tree was planted following the 
crash has become part of an orchard. 

The Slender brothers, Victor, now77 
and Harry 82, were at the spot where 
the plane had crashed 70 years earlier. 

Mrs Wilkins said: “Victor hadn’t spo¬ 
ken English for 64 years but he was able 
to recount what happened after all these 
years.” 

He remembered their family being the 
first ones to approach the wreckage. 

American soldiers stationed there, 
soon arrived and removed the bodies. 

Though the family now know how 
Smith died, there remains an air of mys¬ 
tery. 

Records show he took off from RAF 
Great Massingham in Norfolk at around 
10pm and crashed in the Netherlands 
six hours later. 

Mrs Wilkins said: “What happened 
after he left England, because the fuel 
on board wouldn’t have lasted for that 
journey?” 


WEEK IN ' 
POLITICS <e 

Wl 

| with Daniel Wainwright 



I THINK we can safely say the 
Tories have definitely not given 
up on the West Midlands. 

The key marginal seat of Can¬ 
nock Chase was one that got 
briefly flagged up on the Con¬ 
servative website as ‘non-tar- 
get’. But you certainly don’t de¬ 
ploy your most powerful weapon 
at somewhere that isn’t a target. 

Labour might have weap- 
onised the NHS, but the Tories 
have weaponised Boris John¬ 
son. The blond bombshell ex¬ 
ploded in the Premier Suite in 
a sea of selfies, speeches and 
pancake tossing. 

Hot on the heels of visits from 
the Chancellor, it’s obvious that 
the party wants to hold the con¬ 
stituency where it was gifted its 
biggest swing from Labour in 
2010. 

Of course Labour were no 
slouches when it came to visit¬ 
ing marginal seats. 

Wolverhampton North East, 
where shadow housing minister 
Emma Reynolds is MP, has a 
smaller Labour majority than the 
Tory one in Cannock. 

But it should, in theory, be 
easier to hold on to. After all, if 
the Tories could not take it from 
Labour in 2010 when they were 
the fresh faces of opposition, the 
task is doubly difficult after five 
years in power. 

So having not one but four 
shadow cabinet ministers de¬ 
camp to Wolverhampton and the 
Jaguar Land Rover engine plant 
would have done a lot for Miss 
Reynolds. She spoke during the 
party’s launch of its econom¬ 
ic plan on the factory floor of 
how the time JLR announced it 
was coming to the city was her 
proudest day as an MP. 

That was a bit rich for South 
Staffordshire Conservative MP 
Gavin Williamson. After all, the 
factory is actually in his constit¬ 
uency. 

That’s not the only territori¬ 
al issue either. The Conserva¬ 
tives want everyone to know 
it was under the Coalition that 
JLR came to the i54 and trans¬ 
formed what was predominantly 
an empty field into one of the 
biggest pieces of private sector 
investment in Wolverhampton/ 
South Staffordshire for a gener¬ 
ation. In particular, he says the 
site never even had electricity 
and gas in all the years under 
Labour that it lay vacant. 

Miss Reynolds, however, re¬ 
minds everyone it was the work 
of Advantage West Midlands, 
the old regional development 
agency, that turned a polluted 
patch of land by the motorway 
into prime development space. 

AWM was scrapped by the 
Coalition. And while Labour 
isn’t happy about that, it won’t 
be bringing it back if it wins the 
election. 

There is however, another 
group that deserves a lot more 
credit than any politicians. And 
that’s Jaguar Land Rover itself 
for having survived the recession 
and come out of it stronger than 
ever and willing to actually invest 
here at all. 
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Humps are 'obscene' waste of cash 


ARE speed humps the most obscene 
waste of council cash? 

With the disgraceful state of our 
roads and pot holes knocking our cars 
tyres and suspensions about why are 
councils wasting money by constantly 
repairing the speed humps along Com¬ 
mon Road, Wombourne? 

Should it be considered that as the 
humps are constantly being damaged 
by cars bumping over them, is any 
equal damage also being done to the 
cars as well as the humps? The ques¬ 
tion needs to be asked why do the Com¬ 
mon Road humps need so much repair? 


Climate is 
left too late 

MY wife used to work for 
a trade association and for 
many years she was dealing 
with a scheme regarding 
‘climate change’. 

The object of this was to 
make industry aware of the 
problems facing the world 
due to the discharge of un¬ 
desirable elements into the 
atmosphere. This scheme 
was run fully with co-oper¬ 
ation of the Department of 
the Environment. 

She has been retired 
now for 11 years and only 
now have the Government 
clowns woken up. Cameron, 
Clegg and Miliband are say¬ 
ing that ‘we must do some¬ 
thing’. 

Having said that, if the 
rest of the world do not play 
ball, the problem will not be 
alleviated. 

P COLE 

Kingswinford 

Plaza sad loss 

LET us hope Dudley Hippo¬ 
drome can be rescued. What 
a tremendous pity that next 
door’s magnificent Plaza 
cinema was demolished. 

RT SLIM 

Halesowen 


In my opinion the humps are still too 
high and should be removed — not re¬ 
paired. When I originally opposed the 
Common Road humps they were sold 
to the public as ‘speed cushions’ not 
humps. Larger vehicles and 4x4s don’t 
even have to slow down for speed cush¬ 
ions/humps as they are wide enough 
to pass over cushions/humps without 
touching them. 

There are better and cheaper ways 
of controlling vehicle speeds that don’t 
cause the misery of such humps and 
don’t burden the taxpayer the cost of 
endless repairs. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Hypocritical defence 
for hunting foxes 

IN response to B Smithe’s letter regarding the reintro¬ 
duction of fox hunting, I can appreciate how he/she would 
feel that it would be a good thing. There cannot be a much 
more distressing experience for a child than to find their 
pets have been killed. The description of a fox on a child’s 
pram was almost enough to change my own point of view. 

That was until I remembered that hunting is a singularly 
ineffective way of controlling the fox population. I would 
hazard a guess that more foxes are killed in a single night 
on roads across the UK than killed in a season’s hunting. 

This was a sport which needed a fox population, presum¬ 
ably this is why it took place during the winter. That gave 
foxes time to give birth and raise their cubs. It is only be¬ 
cause we are not comfortable these days with the idea of 
pleasure from seeing an animal ripped limb from limb that 
it has to be dressed up as the control of vermin. In fact, dis¬ 
turbing foxes in their natural environment is more likely to 
drive them into urban areas. If fox hunting is re-introduced 
let it at least be for creating jobs in rural areas, or simply 
because dashing about the country side on horseback is 
great fun, because to argue that it makes any meaningful 
impression on the fox population is hypocritical nonsense. 
S CLARKE 
Stourbridge 


About 100 years ago the rubber 
pneumatic tyre was invented to im¬ 
prove the ride quality of cars. If the 
council must still have speed humps, 
they should start to replace the hard 
tarmac humps with the softer rubber 
humps that may save on repairs and 
damage to cars. Also if councils must 
put large obstacles in the middle of 
roads, why not make them the bright 
yellow colour that is normal used as a 
warning colour for maintenance vehi¬ 
cles, etc? 

G E FANTHOM 
Swindon Village 


Rich dodge 
tax as the 
poor suffer 

IT is hard to believe that 
this Coalition Government 
haven’t pursued the mul¬ 
ti-millionaires who have 
not paid the tax that they 
should have. 

It was reported that there 
were 7,000 who have not 
paid their full share of tax, 
the HM Revenue & Customs 
has only looked into 1,000 
cases out of 7,000 and only 
prosecuted one person. 

If all these people had 
been pursued the total 
amount of tax collected 
would have resulted in £34 
billion. This would have 
gone a long way to have 
solved our debt problem 
and would have eliminated 
most of the austerity cuts 
that this coalition have put 
on the less well off and the 
disabled in this country. 

We shouldn’t be surprised 
should we. Some of these 
people fund the Conserva¬ 
tive Party. Ed Miliband has 
promised a review on the 
HMRC if Labour get into 
power. 

B WHITEHOUSE 

Kingswinford 



ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COUNTRY 
SALE NOW ON 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


ALL LESS 50% 

t STD we have the best 
„ fitters and we are NEVER 
t on price 



Normal Sale 
Price sq yd Price sq yd 

Contract Quality 

Axminster 80/20 £79.95 £29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 £59.95 £17.95 

100% Wool Naturals £19.95 £7.95 

Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist £35.00 £9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 £35.00 £12.95 

Heavy Duty Saxonys £19.95 £9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist £18.95 £6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet £12.95 £3.95 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 



./ v 


■mftfEzyy 
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NO 


Replace Your Tired, Kitchen 
Bathroom or Bedroom with 


Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st March 






Replace Only What’s Needed 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




Homeowners ... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just mowed in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ana allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pktures and we will bring them to lifa 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market/?' > 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 




Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel: 01384 671909 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Head Office & Showroom 
Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 
0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Sat Closed 


Stourport Showroom 
33 High Street, 

Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 
01299 877718 

Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
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John Bulmer’s iconic Tipton at Dawn, which was displayed 


Ray and Lin Gilbert from the Black Country Echoes Festival at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 



John Meadows with his 1958 FriskySport at the event launch 


Visitor numbers hit magic million 
to see echoes of Black Country life 


WITH events at 25 venues staged 
by 250 volunteers, it was billed 
as one of the most ambitious his¬ 
tory projects the Black Country 
had ever seen. 

And now organisers have revealed 
more than one million visitors flocked 
to the Echoes Festival since it was 
launched in September last year. 

Art exhibitions, reunions, history fairs 
and drama performances were among the 
events held throughout the region. 

Of the one million visitors, at least 12 per 
cent were from outside the Black Country 
- which bosses say has boosted tourism. 
And around 30 per cent were first-time vis¬ 
itors to the venues. Festival co-ordinator 
Deb Slade said: “We certainly pulled a lot 
of exhibitions and events together, 27 exhi¬ 
bitions and 87 events in all, and supported 
over 25 venues to theme their program¬ 
ming.” 

A focus of the festival was the area’s rich 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Adam Burlini 


manufacturing heritage, with some 1,560 
workers gathering at 100 workshops to 
share their memories. 

Anecdotes were documented by the team 
of trained volunteers, and will be posted in 
an online archive being created. Mrs Slade 
said photographs, stories and audio record¬ 
ings will be gathered on the website to en¬ 
sure the festival has a lasting legacy. 

Among the highlights was the Making of 
Mordor event at Wolverhampton Art Gal¬ 
lery, which explored how JRR Tolkien’s 
image of Mordor was influenced by the re¬ 
gion’s industrial landscape. 

Volunteer Roy Gilbert, a 63-year-old 
retired teacher, helped create the display 
using more than 1,000 saplings. Mr Gilbert 
and his wife Linda spent nearly 100 hours 
working on the festival between them, 
running a stand at the Himley Hall Vehi¬ 


cle Show, researching the Joseph Dixon 
saddlery firm in Walsall and interviewing 
former workers. Organisers say a total of 
25,000 volunteering hours were spent on 
the festival, which would have cost more 
than £300,000 if they were being paid. 

Mr Gilbert said: “It has been a real suc¬ 
cess and everyone I have spoken to has 
taken a lot from it. It has taught me things 
about the Black Country that I had no idea 
about and I’m so glad I was a part of it.” 

Two of the smaller venues’ exhibitions 
were extended as they proved so popular. 

Unseen 

In The Leather at Walsall Leather Mu¬ 
seum featured images of the current state 
of the old leatherworks buildings in the bor¬ 
ough, while also capturing the people who 
worked there through previously unseen 
photographs. Black Country Echoes: In Pic¬ 
tures at The Light House attracted people 
of all ages with its images of residents, land¬ 
scape and industry from the 1960s to 90s. 

Classic vehicles drew crowds at nine 


events with Bean cars, Turner, Doretti, 
Guy Motors, Jensen, Sunbeam and Villiers 
among the manufacturers on display. 

Aldridge Airport celebrated the 1950s 
with a display of historic vehicles attended 
by 400 people, while 700 fans of the 1960s 
got an insight into the mod culture at 
Wednesbury Museum. 

Some striking 1970s leather fashion was 
on display at Walsall Leather Museum, with 
jackets, skirts and dresses by Walsall-based 
4 U Fashion, which was started by Arthur 
Fox and his wife Joan. 

Factories that were once renowned by 
people across the country were also remem¬ 
bered, with the Blue Bird toffee factory in 
Halesowen the source of many stories. 

And hundreds of artefacts came to light 
in recent months, each giving a glimpse into 
the industrial and cultural history of the 
Black Country. Items previously belonging 
to the Mander family were uncovered, in¬ 
cluding sports trophies and shields - and 
they will be kept by the museum to be dis¬ 
played in future exhibitions. 



Revolution 

in denture provision 


Qentun 
ICGnic 


d 




ADVERTISEMENT 

A CHAMPION for denture wearers, Steven Burchell DipCDT 
RCS(Eng) has spent more than ten years campaigning to “break 
the taboo over false teeth and prove that high-quality dentures can 
indeed be nothing short of life-changing.” 

Evangelical about what new-generation denture prescriptions can 
achieve, he says the palette of solutions to deliver a more youthful, 
engaging smile has never been so great, with traditional, high- 
quality handmade-on-the-premises prosthetics; suction diaphragm 
dentures; and implant-retained over-dentures. 

“People have come to us with ill-fitting teeth, sunken cheeks and 


pinched lips and we have been privileged to transform their looks, 
providing teeth that not only are aesthetically pleasing and hugely 
functional, but also successfully support facial structures just like 
their real teeth once did. It can take years off people.” 

Can dentures ever be glamorous? “Emphatically, yes,” adds 
Steven. 

Strident advances in technology, improved materials and revised 
clinical procedures are all helping “to drive the denture revolution 
forward and indeed introduce a real sense of natural-looking glamour 
to what can be accomplished,” he says. 



A CUTTING-EDGE development that helps 
to resolve the stability problems faced by 
thousands of denture wearers is being offered 
by the Denture Clinic. 

Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC108353, 
who heads the teams at his North Street practice 
in Dudley, and other clinics across the region, says 
the invention has the potential to resolve all-too- 
common denture stability issues. 

Prosthetics are held in place by tiny valve- 
operated suction devices which are built into 
the prescription. A clever diaphragm principle, 
triggered by bite pressure on patients’ gums, 
creates a ‘sucking’ vacuum between the soft- 
tissue mouth lining and the prosthetic. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from as far 
as Spain, the Isle of Skye and the Isle of Anglesey, 
says: “In recent times we have seen, what I can 
describe only as strident clinical steps forward, 
with implant-retained over-dentures, ‘teeth-in- 
a-day’ implant procedures and suction solution 
dentures, all coming into main-stream dentistry. 
“We also have clever injection moulding 



The Ultra Suction system is available for both 
upper and lower dentures. 


technology which allows excellent fitting outcomes 
and our clinical solutions have never been so 
appealing. 

“Implant dentistry as a resolve for stabilisation 
issues is not suitable for everyone, neither is it 
all patients’ first preference. The Ultra Suction 


prosthetics system offers a possible alternative 
clinical solution. 

“The beauty of this affordable technology is that 
it can deliver for the right patient excellent denture 
retainer qualities without the invasive clinical 
procedures required for implant work.” 

Lower dentures can often be troublesome 
when stability is compromised by shrinking gums 
and bone erosion - all part of the natural ageing 
process. Ill-fitting dentures create painful friction 
problems on gums and not least, can be a regular 
source of embarrassment. 

Reduction 

Steven adds: “The device can be mounted on 
upper or lower teeth and because of its efficiency 
allows us to consider a reduction in the size of the 
acrylic ‘plate’ which can improve speech and taste. 

“We have always endeavoured to be on the very 
cusp of clinical development and this is another 
‘tool ‘in our commitment to always try to deliver 
outcomes greater than patient expectations.” 


dentures, j par tial) dentures. Copy dentures, j Im plant- r etained, dentures Re pairs* service, .. Relines, j Softi linings, 


For appointments at all clinics call The Denture Clinic 

5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


P 6- fit. 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Other clinics located at: 

Wolverhampton, Kidderminster and Solihull 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 



Denture 

jClinic 













































Recruitment starts for 
1,000 Grand central jobs 



An artist’s impression of the completed Grand Central station in Birmingham 


RECRUITMENT has started 
for more than 1,000 jobs at 
the new Grand Central devel¬ 
opment in the centre of Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Grand Central is due to open 
in September and construction 
has just begun on the final phase 
of the major new retail and din¬ 
ing destination above the trans¬ 
formed New Street Station. 

A mixture of retail, hospitality and 
customer service roles are available 
and training providers are now pre¬ 
paring local candidates for jobs set to 
be on offer.. 

Shilpi Akbar, co-chairman of Bir¬ 
mingham Growth Alliance Part¬ 
nership and assistant director for 
employment at Birmingham City 
Council said: “With over 1,000 jobs 
being created at Grand Central, this 
partnership is committed to reflect 
Birmingham’s diverse community and 
showcase the skills of Birmingham’s 
jobseekers. 

Anchored 

“Our work to date has been to de¬ 
velop and co-ordinate high quality 
training across the city in the cus¬ 
tomer service, retail and hospitality 
sectors to ensure unemployed people 
have access to the range of job oppor¬ 
tunities which will arise from Grand 
Central. ” 

Grand Central Birmingham will 
be anchored by a 250,000 sq ft John 
Lewis shop, one of the retailer’s big¬ 
gest outside of London, which will be 
providing more than half of the jobs 
available. 

Richard Brown, Grand Central de¬ 
velopment director said: “We want to 
ensure that the opportunities created 
by the new development are accessible 
to all and benefit Birmingham. 

“The investment John Lewis has 
made to Birmingham further supports 


the growth of the city and maximises 
the opportunities available for local 
people to work for a leading premium 
retail brand.” 

Many local people, including a num¬ 
ber of apprentices have already been 
involved in the construction of Grand 
Central and New Street Station. 

The Grand Central Jobs Roadshow 
will be going live this month, with 
community events across the city 
promoting employment and training 
opportunities. Events will be taking 
place in all 14 Jobcentres across the 


city, as well as at community venues 
and city centre venues. 

Jobseekers wishing to apply for 
training and job opportunities at 
Grand Central need to register with 
the National Careers Service. More in¬ 
formation and contact details for the 
National Career Service can be found 
at http ://dev .grandcentralbirmingham. 
com/get-in-touch/recruitment/ 

To apply for a role, register for job 
alerts or find further information 
about jobs at John Lewis jobseekers 
can visit http://jlpjobs.com/ 


THERE’S ONLY ONE REAL WAY 
TO STAY WARM THIS WINTER 


Worcester Accredited Installer Diamond Installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service 

• All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets 

• Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs 

• Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MORE! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 


Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, 
Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 


LANDLORDS 
PLATINUM PLAN 

5 Service Plans for 
you to choose from 

•Bronze ‘Silver ‘Gold 
•Platinum ‘Custom 


WHY CHOOSE US? 

Welcome to Gastek Solutions Ltd, 
your friendly family run 
Central Heating and 
Plumbing business 
LOCAL to you! 


info@Gasteksolutlons.co.uk 


Gastek 

Solutions 


www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 


winter mm 


Probably the best 
windows in town! 


DON’T BUY FROM AN YWHEREIEISEj 
UNTIL YOU GET A QUOTE FROMtyS 




Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£4901 


incl. fitting 




FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges havacarrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exdusivftto Camden & 
one of the mgst superior on the market 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 

From ^ _ _ __ . 

mcl. 
fitting 


£450 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 

£2999 

Includes Fitting & VAT 


k Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 
k No payment until completion 
k Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 
k Visit our showroom 
k Deal direct with the owner 
k If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote’ 


Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


w LOWER GORNAL 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, I djEkfil 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA MiiMRl 

0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm 
Sat - 10am-2pm 
PHONELINES OPEN: 
9 am-9 pm 


It's the best 
time of year to 
fitnewwintlows! 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 
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"Magical 
memories 
of daring 
showman 

HIS death defying stunts 
wowed thousands — earn¬ 
ing him the reputation of 
being the Black Country’s 
own Harry Houdini. 

Tributes have been paid 
q to magician and illusionist 
— Vic Odin, from Stourbridge, 
who has died at the age of 
C 76. The entertainer’s dare- 
2 devil act involved being 
£ suspended by a rope and 
0 escaping from a straitjacket 
£ while dangling upside down. 
(1) The daring trick helped 
^ launch his career travelling 
Q the world as an escapologist 
W with the help of his stage 
.2 assistant and wife Louise. 
<B Friend Ray Hingley, who 
X helped establish the Black 
Country Night Out, said: 
“He was like the Black 
Country’s Harry Houdini. 
He was always a true pro¬ 
fessional and a great per¬ 
former.” 

Mr Hingley first met the 
magician in 1968 when he 
walked into his pub the 
Robin Hood at Brierley Hill, 
which was cleared for Merry 
Hill shopping centre car 
parks. 

The pair got chatting as 
Mr Hingley ran the Citizens 
Theatre at his pub. It was 
the start of a long friend¬ 
ship, which would see Mr 
Odin often perform at the 
pub’s theatre. Later Mr 
Odin appeared on Opportu¬ 
nity Knocks, the TV talent 
show. 

The 76-year-old died at 
Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley on February 8 after 
a heart attack. He also had 
lung cancer. His wife for 60 
years, Louise, died in 2007. 


Crowd in fits of laughter 
for Tommy tribute show 



Val Mundon watches the show at Brierley Hill where 
Black Country entertainers remembered Tommy 


Yow’ve gorra loff — Alan ‘Aynuk’ Smith was among 
those telling Tommy’s favourite jokes 


Comedienne Marlene per¬ 
forms a tribute to Tommy 


IT was bittersweet but 
there were still plenty of 
hearty loffs as more than 
700 fans paid their re¬ 
spects to Black Country 
comedy legend Tommy 
Mundon at a concert held 
in his honour. 

People packed into the funny¬ 
man’s favourite venue, Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall, for the event, 
which was organised by the late 
comic’s friends in the showbusi- 
ness community. 

The tribute to Tommy, who died 
last year aged 80, the sell-out con¬ 
cert was also held to raise funds 
for Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens 
Hospice, which helped care for the 
comedian during his battle with 
Parkinson’s Disease. 

Officials from the charity said it 
was expected to raise in excess of 
£10,000 for the hospice with more 
than 750 tickets sold. 

Stage 

Among the acts who took to the 
stage were Alan ‘Aynuk’ Smith, 
Barry Smith, Marlene, Maggie 
O’Hara and Doug Parker, who had 
all shared a stage with Tommy in 
the past. 

Members of the Halesowen 
comic’s family, including his 
widow Val, attended the event. 

Mrs Mundon said: “The whole 
family misses Tom more than 
words can say. For myself and 
all his family and friends who are 
coping with his loss we take enor¬ 
mous comfort knowing the level of 
support and care he received at the 
hospice. 


“I just want to say a big thank 
you to everyone who has supported 
this event. This was a marvellous 
and very fitting tribute to Tom. 
He always loved the civic hall and 
played here many times over the 
years. It was always to full capac¬ 
ity and enthusiastic audiences. It 
was his favourite venue.” 


The concert was originally 
scheduled to take place at Dudley 
Town Hall but had be moved fol¬ 
lowing problems with the ceiling. 

“I’ve been telling people I think 
Tom had a hand in that so the con¬ 
cert could be held here in Brierley 
Hill instead,” said Mrs Mundon. 

Compere Mel Thomas got the 


show started with a tribute to the 
comic, which revisited many of 
Tommy’s favourite gags. 

Singer Maggie O’Hara, who 
performed and helped to organise 
the event, said: “I asked Val if she 
wanted us to organise something 
as a thank you to the hospice. 

“Everyone is delighted with the 


success of the show. It has been a 
great tribute to Tommy and the 
number of people here show the 
esteem he was held in. 

“Performing has been a bit¬ 
tersweet experience because he 
would have been here, not only 
making audiences laugh but us 
behind the scenes as well.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rents for market 
traders are frozen 

RENTS for traders on 
Dudley Market will be fro¬ 
zen for the fourth year in a 
row to help boost business 
in the wake of the major 
town centre revamp. 

Dudley Council says it 
has no plans to increase 
fees for the ‘foreseeable 
future’ despite needing to 
make savings of £27 mil¬ 
lion during the next three 
years. 

It comes as work contin¬ 
ues on a £6.7m redevelop¬ 
ment of the historic market 
place in Dudley High 
Street. Traders are due to 
move to their new stalls as 
part of the 74-pitch market 
next month. 

They have been using 
temporary pitches in other 
parts of the market place 
and Stone Street Square at 
busy times since the rede¬ 
velopment work started. 

60 homes on the 
way at former tip 

PLANS to build 60 homes 
in Tividale as part of a new 
canalside development 
have been revealed. 

The scheme is proposed 
for land at the rear of ex¬ 
isting properties off Tipton 
Road alongside the Gower 
Branch Canal. 

Developer Cameron 
Homes Ltd believes the for¬ 
mer refuse tip is the ideal 
location for a development 
of two-bed flats and three 
and four-bed houses. 

A total of 54 properties 
would be available on the 
open market with six re¬ 
served for social and inter¬ 
mediate rent. 

Access fwould be from 
Palmerston Drive and 
there would be 146 parking 
spaces and 60 cycle spaces. 
Sandwell councillors will 
consider it on March 11. 


Holidays 2015 


Monday 2nd March Llandundno, St Kilda Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment and Dancing, 5 DAYS £23 5 
Monday 9th March Eastbourne, Haddon Hall, Excursions, Entertainment and dancing, 5 DAYS £229 
Monday 16th March Torquay - Howden Court Hotel, 60’s themed week, Excursions, Entertainment, 5 
DAYS £209 

Friday 20th March SOLD OUT Mystery 3 day ? ? ? Wherewillwebe? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS 
£99 

Sunday 29th March London 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Good Friday 3rd April Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 4 DAYS £185 
Monday 6th April Bournemouth, UUswater Hotel, Easter week (NEW) Excursions, entertainment 5 
DAYS £249 

Monday 13th April Llandundno, Hydro Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 5 DAYS £219 
Monday 20th April Perranporth, Ponsmere ‘Hotel on the beach’ Excursions, entertainment, stunning views 
6 DAYS £335 

Monday 27th April Paignton, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, Excursions, entertai nm ent 5 DAY S £229 
Monday 4th May Weymouth, Fair Haven Hotel, excursions, en-suite rooms, entertainment 5 DAYS 
£239 

Friday 8th May Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 3 DAY £109 

Sunday 10th May Torquay, Howden Court Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and Dancing 6 DAYS £289 
Monday 11th May Llandundno Queens Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £275 
Monday 18th May Bracklesham Bay (NEW) South Downs holiday village, excursions, 
entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £229 

Saturday 23rd May SOLD OUT Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Wherewillwebe? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS 
£79 

Sunday 24th May London 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Tuesday 26th May Tenby (NEW) Belgrave Hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £279 

Saturday 6th June Babbacombe, Hotel de la mer, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £259 

Saturday 6th June Porthcawl, seabank hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £265 
Monday 15th June Skegness (NEW) Savoy Hotel excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £279 
Saturday 20th June Isle of Wight, The Trouville Hotel, Sandown, Excursions, ballroom and 
entertainment 7 DAYS £389 

Saturday 27th June Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS £79 
Monday 29th June Ilfracombe (NEW) Imperial Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £265 
Saturday 4th July Eastbourne, Haddon Hall Hotel, excursions, entertainment and dancing, 8 DAYS £430 
Monday 13th July Morecambe & The Lakes, Auckland Hotel, excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 
DAYS £265 

Saturday 18th July Paignton, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, excursions, entertainment, 8 DAYS £379 
Friday 24th July Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 3 DAY £109 

Saturday 1st August Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS £79 
Sunday 2nd August London - 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 

breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Friday 8th August Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 8 DAY £375 
Saturday 22nd August Isle of Wight, Burlington Hotel, excursions, entertainment, half-hoard 

(5 course evening meal) 8 DAYS £399 


/nnf7'¥?\TI ¥ 1VT T7 

Lj 111 SL 


01384 44 44 64 

www.greenlinecoaches.com 
greenlinecoaches@aol.com 



l VfSA You’ll Enjoy Our Company 


| Sunday 25th August London - 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Friday 4th September Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 3 DAY £109 

Monday 7th September Llandundno Queens Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £279 

Saturday 14th September Babbacombe, Hotel de la mer, excursions,entertainment 5 DAYS £269 

Monday 21st September Lytham st Annes, Lindum Hotel, Excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £275 

Monday 28th September Eastbourne (NEW) The Hadleigh Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £275 
Bognor Regis (NEW) Royal Norfolk hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £225 
Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 2 DAYS £79 
Scarborough, Red lea hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £269 
Blackpool illuminations, Cam-brae hotel, excursions (tour of the lights) 
entertai nm ent 5 DAYS £209 

Paignton - Turkey & Tinsel, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £235 

Lytham St Annes Turkey & Tinsel, Lindum Hotel, Excursions, entertainment, 
turkey tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £259 
Weymouth - Turkey & Tinsel, Carlton Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £245 

Saturday 7th November Mystery Turkey & Tinsel 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, 
Entertainment, 

turkey & tinsel festivities 2 DAYS £79 

Eastbourne Turkey & Tinsel The Hadleigh Hotel, excursions, entertainment, turkey & 
tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £285 

Torquay - Turkey & Tinsel Nethway hotel, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 3 DAYS £109 

Monday 16th November Torquay - Turkey & Tinsel Nethway hotel, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £235 

Thursday 19th November Sidmouth - Turkey & Tinsel (NEW) Kingswood Hotel excursions, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £299 

Monday 23rd November Tenby - Turkey & Tinsel, Clarence House Hotel, excursions, entertainment, turkey & 
tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £279 

Monday 30th November Llandudno - Turkey & Tinsel St Kilda hotel, excursions, entertainment and Festivities, 
arrival drinks, scones and cakes 5 DAYS £275 

Monday 30th November Falmouth - Turkey & Tinsel (NEW) Madeira Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 
and festivities 5 DAYS £249 

Thursday 10th December Thursford Spectacular - Excursion 3 star hotel, 3 course dinner, Thursford, tickets 
included 3 DAYS £209 

Wednesday 23rd DecemberTenby - Christmas (NEW), Belgrave Hotel, Excursions, Full Board, Christmas 
festivities, entertainment, 5 DAYS £425 

Wednesday 23rd DecemberBabbacombe - Christmas, Hotel De la Mer, excursions,entertainment full board, 
Christmas festivities, 5 DAYS £425 

Sunday 27th December Torquay - Twixmas Nethway Hotel, excursions, entertainment, happy hour each night, 
4 DAYS £159 

Wednesday 30th December Llandudno, New Year, St Kilda hotel, excursions, entertainment, full board (6 course 
meal) arrival drinks, sandwiches, scones & cakes, 4 DAYS £379 

Wednesday 30th DecemberBabbacombe - New year, Hotel de la mer, excursions, entertainment, 

New year festivities, 4 DAYS £299 


Saturday 3rd October 
Saturday 10th October 
Monday 12th October 
Monday 19th October 

Monday 26th October 

Monday 2nd November 


Monday 2nd November 
SOLD OUT 


Monday 9th November 
Friday 13th November 


FUN, FRIENDSHIP & LAUGHTER....ON THE MOVE!!! 
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carer, 19, stole from 
elderly woman's purse 

I I I I I i I 




Sheryvone Brooks is caught on camera stealing from the 85-year-old she was supposed to care for 


THIS is the moment a carer 
was caught on camera steal¬ 
ing cash from the elderly 
woman she cared for. 

Sheryvone Brooks looks around 
as she reaches into a drawer 
and grabs a purse belonging to 
85-year-old Evelyn Nicholson. 

She was caught after a camera was 
installed at Mrs Nicholson’s home, 
in Stourbridge, by Brooks’ employers 
when concerns were raised by the pen¬ 
sioner’s family. 

Brooks, aged 19, of Sedgley, pleaded 
guilty to stealing £30, at Dudley Magis¬ 


trates Court. The images show Brooks, 
of Foxmeadow Close, Sedgley, pock¬ 
eting the cash and putting the purse 
back in the drawer. 

Mrs Nicholson’s son Robert Smith 
said his mother had not known the 
money had been taken and was ex¬ 
tremely upset when she was told. 

“When she found out it was devas¬ 
tating for her,” he said. 

“It has badly affected her health. 
Since this has happened she has been 
in hospital and been receiving respite 
care. Understandably it has shaken 
her. It was a massive betrayal of trust 
from someone who was supposed be 
caring for her.” 


Mr Smith said his mother had told 
him if Brooks had simply told her she 
was struggling for money she would 
have given it to her. 

“That is the kind of person my 
mother is,” he said. 

Mr Smith said the family had been 
‘very angry’ when they realised what 
had happened. 

Brooks will be sentenced at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court next month. 

Magistrates were told Brooks ad¬ 
mitted what she had done and was 
remorseful. 

A spokesman for Gateway Health 
and Social Care Dudley said Brooks 
had been dismissed. 


Are you aged 16 -18 with 
5 or more GCSEs at grade 
C or above? 

Do you want to earn while 
you learn? 


Get ahead with an LMPQ 
Advanced Apprenticeship in IT or Accountancy 

LMPQ will help you 

• Find local employment 

• Develop industry standard internationally 
recognised skills and qualifications 

• Provide you with long term professional career 
prospects 

We have employers waiting 

LMPQ Advanced Apprenticeships 

Tel: 0844 856 9781 I Email: info@lmpq.co.uk I Website: www.lmpq.co.uk 

Sites in Worcester and Birmingham 





Loft & Garage 

conversions 


Bay windows 




Windows & Conservatori es 


pi ° 1 H H 40 mm triple Glazing 

LT LnJL3L3 for price of double 

BIGGEST t 10vrK 

Midlands Manufacture ¥rs 

Over 50,000 soft factory 

VISITS ARRANGED 




FENSA 


iC€© 


S corches 

1 

I 

ff Patio/French / 

Folds Poore 


RING NOW 0121 552 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 


SmSi 


Conservatories Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF I 

www.hispecwinclows.GO.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 
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Birthday 
inspires a 
rock festival 

A ROCK festival will be 
taking place on May Day 
weekend in Cradley after 
metal music enthusiast 
created got the idea which 
stemmed from his 50th 
birthday celebration plans. 

The Mayday Meltdown 
will host 16 bands across 
two days with Saturday 
being the heavier metal 
side, with Enemo-J head¬ 
lining. 

Shaun Roberts, who 
turns 50 on the opening 
day of the festival on May 
2, said: “The idea started 
when I was with friends, 
Alison and Tommy Strix, 
discussing putting on a 
rock and metal nigh. It just 
snowballed from there,” 

Classic rock band The 
Mighty Wrath will headline 
on May 3. 

The festival is at Wilson 
Hall at the Wind mill Hotel, 
Colley Gate. Day tickets £7, 
weekend £12 or £8 on the 
door. Call 07988070104. 

Park and ride 
to stay open 

THE park and ride facility 
will remain open while a 
new £1.9 million bus and 
rail station is built in the 
heart of Cradley Heath. 

The Cradley Heath In¬ 
terchange will open this 
spring. 

It is being paid for using 
cash from a £10m pot to 
improve public transport 
in and around Merry Hill 
shopping centre. 

Building work is starting 
on new toilets with areas 
for families with children 
and disabled passengers. 


FOCUS ON CRADLEY & CRADLEY HEATH 


Market traders looking 
forward with optimism 


A TROUBLED market which was saved from 
closure after it was sold last year has been 
given a “new lease of life”, according to its 
new manager. 

Keith Hampton, aged 43, has taken over as boss at 
Cradley Heath market. 

Mr Hampton, from Foxdale Drive, Brierley Hill, said the 
sale will breathe new life into both the market and Cradley 


Heath itself. 

Mr Hampton, a former 
bingo caller, said: “Every¬ 
body is really positive. All of 
the stallholders are looking 
forward to the future. 

“When I first arrived, lots 
of people were very negative 
because things had been 
down for so long, everything 
was up in the air and nobody 
was sure what was going on. 

“The market has been 
given a new lease of life and 
we are going to do what we 
can to get it back to the way 
it was before.” 

The market went up for 
auction last year at a guide 
price of £600,000, but orig¬ 
inally failed to sell, Then 
London-based Oyster Prop¬ 
erties snapped it up in No¬ 
vember, on behalf of a group 
of private investors, for just 
£450,000. 

Dean Norton, from Oyster 
Properties, who is originally 
from Kingswinford, said the 
market was a long term in¬ 
vestment, and will continue 
to serve the town as a mar- 


By Charlie Benton 


ket, instead of being torn 
down or converted. 

Although the firm has 
not revealed its long term 
plans, Mr Norton said the 
main aim will be to revamp 
the market and bring it to a 
modern standard to make it 
more attractive to shoppers. 

The surrounding shop 
fronts will also be rented 
out. 

Work is due to start soon 
with the aim of having it 
completed next month. 

“We really do want to 
get the market back up 
to standard and make it a 
place where people actually 
want to go and shop,” Mr 
Norton said. 

A special relaunch event 
will be held on March 7 to 
celebrate the improvements 
taking place. 

The market is attracting 
traders with a new stall 
opening at least once a 
week, added Mr Hampton. 


Apprentices lend a hand in churchyard 



Construction apprentices from firm Carillion donated their time to begin repairing the brick surrounds of graves 


CONSTRUCTION apprentices were nated their time to begin repairing the come back and finish the work off but 
given hands on experience when they brick surrounds of many graves. it looks very good.” 

were offered the chance to lend a hand Reverend Katryn Leclezio, Vicar of Removing brambles had revealed 
in the restoration of a church grave- St Peter’s, said the apprentices had several brick graves needing restora- 
yard. been a huge help in continuing the tion. “They were very hard workers, ” 

St Peter’s Church in Cradley has clean up and improvements. she said. “Without this sort of expert 

been undergoing an extensive clean-up “The first group came along in No- help we would not be able to accom- 
of its churchyard, which revealed vember half-term and began to clear plish our goal of restoring St Peter’s 
several graves, including some war the churchyard,” said Rev Leclezio. Churchyard and making it safe for 
graves. “Another group returned this half- people to wander about enjoying the 

Last week a team of apprentices term and were working very hard until stillness and visiting graves of per- 
from construction firm Carillion do- they were rained out. They will have to sonal and historical interest.” 


Pub group 
plan more 
meetings 

THE Friends of Haden 
Cross Inn will hold a meet¬ 
ing next month. 

The group, fresh from 
their victory over propos¬ 
als to build a Co-op on the 
pub’s car park, have said 
they will continue to meet 
as a group. 

Haden Cross Inn, in 
Cradley, has now been 
classified as an Asset of 
Community Value, which 
means the Co-op will not 
be built and should prevent 
similar schemes at the site. 
However, the group say 
they have not yet had it in 
writing. 

Chairman of the group, 
Tim Haskey, said: “We will 
continue to hold our meet¬ 
ings. 

“We welcome anyone 
who is experiencing a sim¬ 
ilar situation who wants to 
come along and get some 
advice.” 

The meeting will take 
place at the pub on March 
10 from 7.30pm. 

High Street 
venue to open 

A NEW pub is set open in 
Cradley Heath, with work 
taking place to convert a 
former Essentials store. 

The first pint is expected 
to be pulled at the Black- 
countryman Pub in High 
Street next month 

Drinkers will be able to 
buy real ales brewed locally 
along with ciders and la¬ 
gers at low prices. 

The company’s first pub 
was opened at the former 
Laurel, in Stourbridge 
Road, Brierley Hill, on De¬ 
cember 1. 


'JL&S 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


T Tel: 07891 333603 or 07896 999046 


email: Iandsplumbing1@gmail.com 


CAN’T AFFORD 
A NEW BOILER? 
WELL NOW YOU CAN! 

YES._YOUR NEW BOILER FITTED FROM JUST 

£17.99 PER MONTH / FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY... CALL TODAY 


• All Domestic Plumbing 

• Repairs & Installations 

• Boiler Replacements 

• Boiler Servicing 

• Bathroom & Kitchen Specialists' 

• Full Central Heating Installations 

• Quality Skilled Gas Technicians 
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates Supplied 
All Makes of Boilers Installed & Serviced 
Gas Boilers Serviced from just £40 
C'Clow worm BAX I ?OTTE?JCN 

Alpha gJVaillanl’ 



YOU COULD SAVE 
HUNDREDS OF 
POUNDS ON YOUR 
HEATING BILLS!! 
BY INSTALLING A 
HIGH EFFICIENCY 
BOILER NOW 


‘A 1 RATED 

BOILERS 


Fully Fitted From Only 







w 


( INC 
VAT 


All major credit 
cards excepted 



FOR FREE EXPERT ADVICE & QUOTE 

WITH NO CALLOUT CHARGE (at affordable realistic prices) 
Contact Lee or Stuart, 

L & S Plumbing & Heating, Unit 10B Foxoak Street, Cradley Heath B64 5DP 




N ° won 'ymml^ 


Boiler 
Services 

from IwARRANTlJ 


£40 


All boilers 
-me 

from + Budget Ranges 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

I 

www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


M Odfli 


DAVIS MEMORIALS LTD 

Established 1841 Namm Accredited 



Making sure 
your memories 
live for ever 


■ HANDCRAFTED LETTERING • RESTORATION • REPAIRS. 


and get some professional advice fro 


56A Station Road, Old Hill 
Cradley Heath B64 6NU 

.01384 566958 or 01562 822106 


1 Park Street, 
Kidderminster DY11 6TN 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


1BBD- 

30 Years Experience 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance c 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 
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0°/o INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

Pay nothing for at least 6 months* 


JJ 


SALE PRICES! / match £ 

— We’W not be 

beaten on price! 
That’s our promise 
hi to you! .« 
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Alstons Obarcli Saracen Harrison 
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ILLIAM&SONS 


Level Street 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

West Midlands 

DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 



FINAL SALE OPENING TIMES: 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


0% APR *Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £500. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £41.67 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of 
representative Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0°/o. Total Amount Payable £500. Written details available on request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance items. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 

• Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 

• Free excursion programme 



BOURNEMOUTH 

D-Day Museum $ Portsmouth Harbour Cruis* 

4 DAYS 20 Mar, 24 Apr, 19 Jun, 31 Jul, 14 Aug 

5 DAYS 23 Mar, 27 Apr, 11, 25 May, 8, 29 Ji 

TORQUAY 

$ Eden Project 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22, 29 May 

5 DAYS 27 Apr, 11 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6 Jul, 3 Aug 


LONGLEAT SAFARI $ Sun^le Cruise 



SANDOWN/SHANKLIN \ 

Isle o€ Wight 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May^ 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18 May 
7 DAYS 24 May, 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul 

EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May, 26 JurT 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18, 25 May" 
7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9, 23 Aug, 6 Sep 


• Paris • Ostend • Amsterdam • Austrian Tyrol 

• Valkenburg • Rhine Valley • Lake Garda b Venice 

• Krakov • Prague • Sound of Music 50th Anniversary 
Tour • Dublin • Donegal • Giants Causeway 

• Neuschwanstein Castle • Bavaria • Costa Brava & 
Barcelona • Croatia • Tuscany • Disneyland Paris^L® 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.UK^ 


RAMSBOTTOM STEAM $ Crich Tramway 


25 Apr, 30 May, 4 Jul, 

15 Aug, 5 Sep, 3, 31 Oct 


2 DAYS 
£79.95 


CORONATION STREET € Liverpool 


28 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 Jun, 2 DAYS 
| 11, 25 Jul, 8, 22 Aug £. 79.93 ) 


LIVERPOOL S Chester 


I 28 Mar, 25 Apr, 16 May, 2 DAYS I 

13 Jun, 11 Jul, 8 Aug £59 .95 J 


LLANGOLLEN STEAM $ Anderton Boat Ltft 


I 30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 2 DAYS 

| 12 Sep, 24 Oct _ £ 79.93 ) 


Also available 

ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

MISS 

SAIGON 

BEAMISH 
& WHITBY 

DIRTY DANCING 
LIVERPOOL 

11 Apr, 6 Jun 2 DAYS 

20 Jun, 10 Oct 2 DAYS 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 

25 Apr 2 DAYS 

BkkEl 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

LLANDUDNO 

ELVIS WEEKEND 

BATH& 

STEAM TRAIN 

WINDERMERE 
& BRONTE 

25 Apr, 30 May 2 DAYS 

20 Mar, 17 Apr 3 DAYS 

ELkf£9 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

11 Apr, 9 May 2 DAYS 

Bkd 

CUNARDS 

3 QUEENS £r LIVERPOOL 

CARDIFF 

MURDER MYSTERY 

MYSTERY 

We choose-you save! 

YORK & 
SKIPTON 

24 May 2 DAYS 

KL4J31 

28 Mar, 25 Apr 2 DAYS 

14,21,28 Mar 2 DAYS 

RI0B1 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 

R-kETl 


Travel style 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.UK A 



PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 





Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


Barging around 
the canal network 


Book Review 


BRITAIN’S prosperity was 
largely due to its canal net¬ 
work, more than three thou¬ 
sand miles of waterways 
linking the cities, towns and 
ports with coalfields, quar¬ 
ries, foundries and factories. 

These were the veins through which 
flowed the lifeblood of the Industrial 
Revolution, fuelling the growth from in¬ 
novative, hard-working nation to global 
empire. 

From the beginnings of canal build¬ 
ing in the mid 1700s, through the boom 
days of early Victorian Britain to the 
inland navigations’ current status as 
a major heritage leisure resource, the 
‘cuts’ are a key aspect of Britain. 

The official companion to a new 
eight-part ITV series, Barging Round 
Britain (hardback, published by Mi¬ 
chael Joseph, £20), written by John 
Sergeant and David Bartley, is a 
handsomely illustrated book that cele¬ 
brates this network’s history. It is also 
available as an ebook. 

In his introduction genial Toby Jug¬ 
like journalist Sergeant suggests there 
is something very British about the way 
we cherish our canal network. Today 
there are actually more craft on the 
canals than even during their industrial 
heyday. 

The veteran broadcaster explores 
eight of the best of the most celebrated 
waterways, from the Caledonian in the 
far north to the Kennet and Avon in the 
West Country. 

It can be claimed that the story of the 
canals began in Staffordshire in 1766, 
where the first sod was cut by Josiah 
Wedgewood in what was to become 
the Trent and Mersey Canal. This was 
so the Burslem-born industrialist’s pot- 


% ^ G,NG 



WITH 

JOHN SERGEANT 



Barging Round Britain is a book to 
accompany the current TV series 

tery could be transported more safely 
than on rutted roads that tended to 
leave his goods as useless shards. 

But, of course, the very heart of the 
canal network is here in the West Mid¬ 
lands with the Birmingham Canal Nav¬ 
igations taking pride of place, which 
Sergeant describes as ‘the best of 
Britain’. 

Rivals 

In a fascinating chapter on the Bir¬ 
mingham Canal Company and its ri¬ 
vals, the story is told of how the wa¬ 
terways spread through ‘the city of a 
thousand trades’ and the Black Coun¬ 
try, to tap natural resources in Stafford¬ 
shire (chiefly coal). 

The canals brought in the raw ma¬ 
terials and then transported out man- 



Veteran journalist John Sergeant 
explores the country’s waterways 

ufactured goods that were in demand 
around the world, from pots and pans 
to guns and chocolate. 

Such colossal characters as Mat¬ 
thew Boulton and James Watt, John 
‘Iron Mad’ Wilkinson and James Brin¬ 
dley, are involved in a story with more 
than it’s share of intrigue. The greed of 
early shareholders siphoning off profits 
that should have been spent on im¬ 
provements even reached the ear of 
King George III. 

There was also a feud between the 
Birmingham canal bosses and Lord 
Dudley over high tolls and the busi¬ 
ness-minded aristocrat’s plans for the 
Dudley and Stourbridge Canal, so vital 
for the glass industry and vital for the 
development of the Black Country. 

Leon Burakowski 


Express & Star 


Design an Ad 

©©ip’iwaoi 

The Express & Star is - 

challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ 9 y jjM 
‘Desian an Ad’ Comnetition. 

f t\v/ 


‘Design an Ad’ Competition. 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to 
register today, using the coupon below or by email, to 
be included in this exciting competition. 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express 
& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking 
original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, 
published in-paper on Thursday 23rd April 2015. 
Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 


n 


Interested? 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email at j.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date for registering is Friday 6th March Q 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 


Register here today! 

I would like to register.(school’s n^ime) 


PLEASE 1 
PRINT IN | 
LACK INK I 
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A wonderful array of outfits and accessories 

COMPETITION 

All sewn up! 
Crafty chance 
to bag tickets 



Enjoy watching the catwalk 


SEWING for Pleasure, Fashion Embroi¬ 
dery & Stitch and Hobbycrafts returns to 
the NEC, Birmingham from March 19-22 . 

This popular show is attended by more 
than 30,000 creative craft enthusiasts over 
the three show days. With more than 300 
exhibitors, a host of experts and inspiring 
catwalk shows, this event is not to be 
missed. 

And the organisers have teamed up with 
the Chronicle series to give 70 lucky read¬ 
ers the chance to win a pair of tickets. 

The International Craft and Hobby Fair 
is thrilled to be able to offer three shows 
for the price of one at the NEC. 

With many fascinating stands, talks, 
demonstrations and features, they are a 
haven for anyone with a passion for all 
things craft. 

For those who truly enjoy sewing for 
pleasure, the aptly-named show should 


be the first port of call. It offers the latest 
supplies, ideas and innovations. Visitors 
can find kits, patterns, fabrics, threads 
and hands-on activities. 

Knitters from across the UK saw their 
hard work and efforts unveiled in 2014, 
when the world record was set for the 
longest-knitted chain which measured a 
staggering one kilometre long. 

The Sewing Club, now a regular feature 
at the show will see author and sewing ex¬ 
pert Laura Strutt running mini workshops 
for beginners. 

Fashion Embroidery & Stitch is the 
ultimate showcase for anyone with a love 
of stitch and the textile arts and the daily 
catwalk fashion shows will showcase a 
range of exciting creations. 

Hobbycraft lovers can enjoy a variety of 
demonstrations and workshops including 
the lively on-stand demos. 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance 
of winning a pair of tickets 
simply answer the follow¬ 
ing question. 

Who is the author and 
sewing expert? 

Send your entries to: 
Sewing competition, 
Chronicle series (Editorial), 
51 -53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 1ES 

Closing date: Thurs¬ 
day, March 5. Usual rules 
apply. Editor’s decision 
is final 


Hawthorn 

XX/i tri d oya/s 



Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 



* Everyone welcome open to the general public 

* 28 floodlit bays fitted with Fiberbuilt golf mats 

* Power too automated toe-up system 

* Top quality, full distance Nike golf balls and 
8 heated bays 

* PGA Coaching 7 days and nights a week 
- Teaching and custom fitting studio 

* The latest swing analysis software 

* Fully stocked golf store with PGA advice ^ 

* Refreshments and meals available at * A&jj Wp 

We coach, wo fit. wo /.Ar^! 



o balls 
£ 1.00 


Hagley Golf Academy, Wassell Grove Lane* Hagley, DYg 9JW 

‘el: 01562 883852 - www.hagleygolfpro.co.uk 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Rome 

Ancient and Baroque 


Five days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£559 


• Return flights 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided tour of Baroque Rome 

• Guided tour of Ancient Rome 

• Timed visit and entrance to the Villa Borghese 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Hidden Portugal 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£559 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights four-star half-board accommodation 

• Full day visit to Oporto and a port wine lodge 

• Guided visits to Viana do Castelo and Valenca 
do Minho 

• Explore the Vinho Verde vineyards 

• Journey through Peneda Geres National Park 

• Optional excursions available to book 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Bruges by Eurostar 


Four days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£289 


• Return standard class seat on Eurostar 

• Return rail connection to London 

• Return coach transfers overseas 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour of Bruges 

• Visit to a traditional chocolate maker 

• Visit to Ypres and the First World War battlefields 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by RivieraTravel (ABTA V4744) 


The Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo, 
Rail and Steam 

Four days departing August 28 


PRICE FROM 


£299 


Longleat Safari and 
Adventure Park 


Two days departing June 27 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Two three-course evening meals 

• Ticket to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

• Return journey on the Bo’ness and Kinneil Railway 

• Circular cruise on the SS Sir Walter Scott 

• Visits to Edinburgh, Aberfoyle and Gretna Green 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


PRICE FROM 


£129 


Jersey 


Four to eight days 
Departures March to December 


PRICE FROM 


£285 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

» Day ticket to Longleat Safari and Adventure Park 

• Visit to Bath 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


• Return flights 

• Bed and breakfast accommodation at the three-star 
Mayfair or Metropole hotel in St Helier 

• Return airport to hotel transfers in Jersey 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Special offers for bookings made before March 31 
- see brochure for details 


Bletchley Park 

- The Secrets of War 

Two days departing May 23 and Oct 3 


£119 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight half-board accommodation 
»Visit to Oxford 

• Visit to Bletchley Park 

» Services of a tour manager 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Modern Hotels (ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 



London Theatre by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



h‘ 




PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 



London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £149.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


Secret Gardens of the 
Lake District 


Four days departing June 26 



PRICE FROM 


£259 


The breathtaking scenery of the Lake District 
is a highlight for all visitors, but tucked away 
amongst the lakes and mountains, this region 
is hiding some lovingly tendered gardens. 

Travelling to Windermere the first visit is to Brockhole 
Gardens, an ornamental terraced garden at the foot of 
the Langdale Pikes. Planted in the early 20th century by 
Thomas Mawson, it is listed by English Fleritage as 
being of special historic importance and is a wonderful 
mix of flowerbeds, woodland and meadow. 

Windy Flail is a four acre fell side garden with species of rhododendrons, magnolias and hydrangeas. There is also 
a quarry garden with Japanese influences, a kitchen garden, an alpine area, wildflower meadow and waterfowl 
garden here. Admire the borders and avenues of the walled garden and the beds of the rock garden plus a 
wonderful variety of mature trees at Holehird Gardens, also the home to three National Collections of ferns. 


At Brantwood Flouse explore the rooms and 
admire the paintings and furniture before 
stepping outside into the eight unique 
gardens where ferns, azaleas and 
rhododendrons are a particular feature. 

And finally head to Levens Hall to explore 
the stunning ten acres of gardens which 
include the finest, oldest and most 
extensive topiary garden in the world, plus 
an ancient orchard, rose garden, fountain 
garden and willow labyrinth. 


INFO 

• Return coach travel 

• accornm odation 

Gardens and [he^T H ° USS and Gardens ’ Wi "< 

. \/Sr! o d th 9ardens at Levens Hall 
> Cru L t0 Br ° ckhole Gardens and Holehird Gardens 

• Visit to Gras“ °" ^ YacW Gondola 

' Sin9 ' e r °° mS SUbject to ava »ability - supplement a ( 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W 0552 ) 























































Police air service to shut 


its base at Halfpenny Green 


New Black Country 
crime novel is a hit 



Author Angela Marsons from Brierley Hill with her crime 
novel, about a gruesome Black Country murder 


AN AUTHOR from the Black Country has seen her debut 
crime novel shoot to number four in pre-order book charts. 

Angela Marsons, of Brierley Hill, has written Silent 
Scream about the gruesome murder of a Black Country 
headmistress that puts her detective Kim Stone on the 
trail of a serial killer with a history of slayings that span 
decades. 

A former security manager at Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre, Miss Marsons described her female police officer char¬ 
acter as brash and rude,but also caring and vulnerable. 

“I just thought the setting of the Black Country was per¬ 
fect for the personality of the lead character. I am proud 
of this area and its industrial past,” said the 47-year-old 
former Heathfield High School pupil. “It was just so totally 
unexpected where the book has got in the charts. I just 
never ever expected this kind of response,” she added. 

Her book is being published by Bookouture and is avail¬ 
able via Amazon. 


Town's running 
club for women 


seeks beginners 


A NEW 10-week beginners 
running course designed 
for women is starting in the 
Black Country on April 21. 

The latest course from 
Dudley Ladies Running 
Club is intended to encour¬ 
age more local women, of all 
ages and backgrounds, to 
get fit by taking up running. 

The club was originally 
started in 2002 and today 
the youngest member is 
aged 18 and the oldest is 
well over 65. 

The members come “in all 
shapes and sizes”, according 
to the club’s website, in¬ 
cluding housewives, career 
women and students. 

At its peak in the sum¬ 
mer, the club has around 
200 members, and new re¬ 


cruits are joining the club 
all the time. 

The group will meet to 
train each Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings at Wom- 
bourne Leisure Centre, 
in Ounsdale Road, Wom- 
bourne, from 7.30pm. 

The new members will be 
taught about running safely 
and the right clothes to wear 
and footwear. 

The course aims to get the 
beginners running a mini¬ 
mum of three miles. Some 
have even gone on to run 
the London Marathon. 

Further information is 
available from Rita Vanes 
on (01384) 832168 or from 
the club’s website at www. 
dudley ladies .co.uk 


THE National Police Air 
Service (NPAS) which pro¬ 
vides air support to forces 
throughout the UK is to close 
its base at Halfpenny Green 
Airport. 

The airport, near Stourbridge, 
will cease NPAS operations af¬ 
ter Government funding cuts 
prompted changes to the service. 

Halfpenny Green, near Bobbington, 
is one of 10 of 25 bases set to close na¬ 
tionally over the next two years. 

It means the nearest police helicop¬ 
ters will be based in Birmingham as of 
January 2016. 

Under the new system, there will 
be 15 bases in England and Wales, all 
controlled from headquarters in West 
Yorkshire. 

NPAS bosses say the move will help 
the service make ‘substantial financial 


By Peter Madeley 


savings’ while improving ‘efficiency 
and effectiveness’. The service has al¬ 
ready made savings of £11 million in 
the last year. 

West Midlands Police, West Mercia 
Police and Staffordshire Police will 
continue to share the service from 
Birmingham following the closure of 
the base at the airport known officially 
as Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green. 

The accountable manager for NPAS, 
Chief Superintendent Ian Whitehouse, 
said: “NPAS needs to find further sub¬ 
stantial financial savings with a target 
of 14 per cent of revenue cuts over the 
next three years. This is on top of the 
23 per cent savings already made. 

“Local police forces facing similar 
savings are looking at how they ra¬ 
tionalise their estate and ways of op¬ 


erating and NPAS is no different in 
this regard. 

“There is no easy way of doing 
this and difficult decisions have to be 
made. The National Police Air Service 
Strategic Board therefore decided to 
move to the 15-base model. This move 
will help improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the service and mean 
that every base supports police forces 
24 hours a day. It is a move based on 
an analysis of potential threat, risk 
and harm to the public we serve.” 

Mr Whitehouse added that there 
will be no reduction in the number of 
aircraft, although it will see four fixed- 
wing aircraft form part of the 23-air¬ 
craft fleet. The fixed-wing aircraft, 
which will be based at East Midlands 
Airport, are cheaper to fly than heli¬ 
copters. 


E-cigs ban for 
those looking to 
adopt under-5s 


COUNCILS in the Black 
Country will not allow 
people to adopt children if 
they are using e-cigarettes, 
even after quitting smok¬ 
ing actual cigarettes. 

Despite experts saying 
‘vaping’ poses little or no 
threat to children in the 
home, authorities are re¬ 
fusing to place under-fives 
with users. 

In Dudley, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Sandwell and Walsall, 
people who wish to adopt 
a pre-school age child have 
to have given up any kind 
of smoking for at least six 
months. 

But it comes at a time 
when demand for care ser¬ 
vices is soaring and coun¬ 
cils are being forced to cut 
services in order to afford 


to look after vulnerable 
youngsters. 

On the website Adop¬ 
tion in the Black Country, 
funded by the four bor¬ 
ough councils, a section 
on smoking reads: “We 
have a duty to consider 
the effects of smoking on 
children in their care and 
will not usually place pre¬ 
school children (around 
five or under) or those with 
a heart or chest/respiratory 
complaint such as asthma, 
with people who smoke or 
use electronic substitutes. 

“Where prospective 
adopters wish to adopt chil¬ 
dren from the aforemen¬ 
tioned groups, we ask that 
prospective adopters have 
given up smoking and have 
not smoked for a period of 
six month or longer.” 


Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd 




SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



FEBRUARY SALE ■ Free Design 

■ 10 yr Insurance 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 


service 


fitted 


back guarantee 
High security locks 
Energy saving 
windows & doors 
All built and 
installed by our 
own fitters 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

msa w© mm rnmrn 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 

COMPOSITE DOORS UPVC DOORS 


BEDFORD 


KENT 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGW0RTH 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 



I- — 




iflfc. 

*\ 


A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 


NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 


VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


•1 


cc 


carcass 

All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
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OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Texas celebrating 
25 years of music 


Album Reviews 


|By Leon Burakowski 


GLASWEGIAN band Texas 
celebrate their silver anniver¬ 
sary with an album that re¬ 
works their biggest hits and 
includes four new songs. 

One of those new tunes, Start A 
Family, sets the soulful standard on 
Texas 25 (Pias) with a tender vocal 
from Sharleen Spiteri and a lush ar¬ 
rangement glowing with Hammond or¬ 
gan and slide guitar. Black Eyed Boy is 
reinvented as a Motown stomper, Say 
What You Want has fatter bass and 
horns, Halo and Inner Smile are given 
southern soul makeovers, while The 
Conversation gets a voodoo vibe. 

When We Are Together finds Shar¬ 
leen emulating Diana Ross on a Su- 
premes-like revamp. 

Their best known song, I Don’t 
Want A Lover, is funkier on these New 
York-recorded Truth & Soul Sessions 
whilst keeping the signature slide gui¬ 
tar. Summer Son is given a reggae-like 
lilt plus lots more Hammond and echo. 

Of the new songs, Are You Ready 
is the weakest but is pleasant enough 
with its surf guitar and sing-along 
chorus. Supafly Boy is pure 60s with 
a Sliced Tomatoes-like backing. Say 
Goodbye echoes both Say What You 
Want and Al Green’s back catalogue. 

If these revamped versions make you 
nostalgic for the originals, among the 
various formats of album from Febru¬ 
ary 16 is a double CD pack containing 
the original hits too. Expect a stripped 
back, semi-acoustic approach when 
Sharleen and her boys present An 
Evening with Texas at Birmingham 
Symphony Hall on April 19. 

London siblings Kitty, Daisy and 
Lewis Durham return with The Third 
— yes it’s album number three — ex¬ 
ploring a diversity of retro stylings, of- 



Sharleen Spiteri, singer with Texas, who 
have given their repertoire a revamp 


ten with harmonica to the fore on this 
Sunday Best release. Highlights in¬ 
clude bluebeat chugger Baby Bye Bye, 
Kinks-like opener Whenever You See 
Me, the bluesy Good Looking Woman 
and Imelda May-ish rockabilly number 
It Ain’t Your Business, all produced by 
former Clash guitarist Mick Jones. 

Jazz singer and pianist Diana Krall 
reworks several modern standards and 
personalises them in her restrained 
style that remains somewhat minimal¬ 
ist despite lush production on new al¬ 
bum Wallflower (Verve). 

Songs getting the Krall treatment 
include California Dreamin’, Despera¬ 
do, Superstar, I’m Not In Love, Sorry 
Seems To Be The Hardest Word and 
Don’t Dream It’s Over. There are a cou¬ 
ple of star duets, Michael Buble joining 


Krall for a version of Gilbert O’Sullivan’s 
achingly sad Alone Again and Feels 
Like Home with Bryan Adams. 

The key track is a new Paul McCa¬ 
rtney song, written for Krall, with the 
former Beatle in full-on romantic mode 
for I’ll Take You Home Tonight which 
sounds like a lost Wings classic, which 
she gives due gravitas. 

She will be kicking off her UK tour at 
Birmingham Symphony Hall on Sep¬ 
tember 28. 

Despite a sexist sleeve, that was par 
for the course in the 70s, The Best of 
Cerrone Productions (Because) is a 
hugely enjoyable glitterball of 70s dis¬ 
co from the stable of ace French pro¬ 
ducer Marc Cerrone. 

This 36-track double set involves 
more panting than in the average mar¬ 
athon, lots of pulsating electronics and 
decadent strings, and bland choral 
singing, under Cerrone’s own name 
and various pseudonyms/proteges. 
Cerrone and Italian counterpart Gior¬ 
gio ‘I Feel Love’ Moroder practically 
invented disco and their flamboyant 
sounds remain an epitome of ridiculous 
hedonist fun. 

All We Are are a trio who met at uni¬ 
versity in Liverpool but hail from Ireland, 
Norway and Brazil, and on their epon¬ 
ymous debut album they demonstrate 
a kind of aloof cool that could appeal 
to fans of London Grammar and The 
XX. Released by Domino, tracks such 
as Stone and the more upbeat Honey 
have an icy allure. 

No Romeo is the belated debut al¬ 
bum from Nottingham singer Indiana 
(AKA Lauren Henson), losing momen¬ 
tum with it being released by Epic 
several months after her synth pop 
hit Solo Dancing. There is depth here, 
dark subjects explored on songs such 
as Play Dead and Blind As I Am, from 
an electronic artist closer in spirit to 
James Blake or PJ Harvey than typical 
dancefloor fodder. Seek this if you like 
Portishead or London Grammar. 


Emotional rollercoaster a must see 


The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time, Grand Theatre 

DON’T be put off by the title. A friend 
saw a flyer for it and thought it sound¬ 
ed boring. How wrong can you be! 

This multi-award winning play 
is anything but. Heart-wrenching, 
heartwarming, absorbing, intense 
and an emotional rollercoaster, but no 
way boring. It leads us with a vice-like 
grip - not a pin could be heard -on an 
emotional, and often very traumatic, 


journey with autistic teenager Chris¬ 
topher who is determined to solve the 
mystery of who killed the neighbour’s 
dog. 

For a 15-year-old not used to human 
contact - he hates to be hugged - and 
having never gone further than the 
end of his street his venture into Lon¬ 
don on the train and tube to find his 
mother, who he had previously be¬ 
lieved was dead, is momentus. This 
role, played superbly by Joshua Jen¬ 


kins, gives an insight into the world of 
an autistic youngster, struggling with 
social and emotional contact but an 
absolute genius at maths and problem 
solving. 

Leading us through the story is his 
special-education teacher Siobhan, 
played by Geraldine Alexander, who 
acts as an intermediary between 
Christopher and the audience.If you 
missed it you can catch it in the sum¬ 
mer at Birmingham Hippodrome. SA 


REVIEWS 



The Jigantics, from left, Rick Edwards, Marion Fleetwood, 
Martin Fitzgibbon, Mark Cole and Lyndon Webb 

Jiggery folkery with 
flawless fun music 


Folk duo 
in intimate 
cafe gig 

Kathryn Roberts & 
Sean Lakeman 
The Kitchen Garden Cafe, 
Birmingham 

YOU have to hand it to hus¬ 
band and wife team Kathryn 
Roberts and Sean Lakeman, 
they are so professionally 
relaxed when they perform 
you would think they were 
at home practising. 

The couple opened the 
gig at the intimate venue 
in King’s Heath with Child 
Owlet, the single from their 
new album Tomorrow Will 
Follow Today which is driv¬ 
ing this tour. 

Roberts has a voice full of 
life and emotion and Lake- 
man knows how to work 
around and under it per¬ 
fectly with his guitar, which 
was suffering slightly from 
being doused in champagne 
at a wedding the day before. 

They revel in traditional 
tunes and enjoy indulging 
in ribald songs such as The 
Blacksmith and Roberts 
does have a definite saucy 
grin on her face as she sings 
them. 

Roberts is not just a voice 
though, she also exercised 
her talents on the keyboard, 
as a flautist and clarinet pla 
yer. DF 


The Jigantics 
The Woodman Folk Club, 
Kingswinford 

THE Jigantics, pronounced 
Jig-antics rather than gi- 
gantics, are an entertaining 
band. Individually they are 
impressive musicians and as 
a group even more so. 

However, it could be ar¬ 
gued they need to decide 
whether they are going to be 
a band with a lead singer or 
a group which concentrates 
on being instrumental. 

This is not in any way to 
demean the efforts of Mar¬ 
ion Fleetwood, Mark Cole 
or Martin Fitzgibbon who 


all sang on the night with 
varying degrees of success, 
but respectively they are 
much better fiddlers, accor¬ 
dion/harmonica players and 
drummer/percussionists. 
There was a rather a lack¬ 
lustre version of the great 
bluegrass song, Man Of 
Constant Sorrow, where the 
music was much better than 
the singing. 

They provided an enjoy¬ 
able mixture of cajun in¬ 
fluenced music, bluegrass, 
blues, country and folk and 
their musical performances 
are flawless and full of life. 

Danny Farragher 


Dancers 
in perfect 
harmony 

Moving Stateside, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

BIRMINGHAM Royal Bal¬ 
let’s repertoire of short bal¬ 
lets do not fill the theatre 
like the classics and fairy 
tales. But they are the best 
way to see this gifted and 
versatile ensemble stretch¬ 
ing themselves, figuratively 
and literally. 

Moving Stateside had a 
loose American theme. 

Opener Serenade had 
choreographer George Bal¬ 
anchine’s signature grace 
and elegance. American cho¬ 
reographer Jessica Lang’s 
Lyric Pieces, inspired by 
Scandinavian folklore and 
Grieg’s piano music, saw 
an impish Maureya Lebow- 
itz and expressive Mathias 
Dingman make an impres¬ 
sion, as did pianist Jonathan 
Higgins. The best was saved 
for last. Twyla Tharp’s In 
The Upper Room was pure 
energy, the dancers whirl¬ 
ing out of the smoky back¬ 
ground in perfect harmony 
with propulsive, hypnotic 
music composed by Philip 
Glass. 

Birmingham Royal Ballet 
stage Coppelia until Satur¬ 
day. 

Leon Burakowski 
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WHAT'S ON i9 


Welsh songbird in 
Symphony double 

ONE of the world’s most 
popular classical-pop 
crossover artists, Welsh 
mezzo-soprano Katherine 
Jenkins, is in concert at 
Birmingham Symphony 
Hall next weekend with 
concerts on March 7 and 8 . 

The Neath-born song¬ 
bird is only 34 but last au¬ 
tumn released her tenth 
studio album, Home Sweet 
Home, a mix of operatic 
arias with hymns, show 
tunes and pop songs. 

It’s been a remarkable 
11 -year career for the for¬ 
mer choir girl, tour guide 
and model who received an 
OBE in 2014 for her char¬ 
ity work. 

She has sung in front of 
thousands at top interna¬ 
tional rugby and cricket 
matches, at the Cardiff 
City versus Portsmouth 
FA Cup Final, the VE Day 
anniversary concert, and 
for Her Majesty the Queen 
at the 79th Royal Variety 
performance. 

Poppy 

Most memorably she 
helped launch the Royal 
British Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal in 2005 wearing 
a dress made from 2,500 
poppies. 

Her personal achieve¬ 
ments include sharing a 
catwalk with Naomi Camp¬ 
bell, running the London 
Marathon (five hours and 
26 minutes to run 26.2 
miles in memory of her 
father) and coming second 
on Dancing with the Stars, 
the American version of 
Strictly Come Dancing. 

Tickets for her Birming¬ 
ham concerts range in 
price from £29.50 to £135 
plus fees. 


Fairport’s Pegg is happy to 
get back to Brummie roots 


Nice and 
sleazy in 
50s Soho 

A MAD World My Mas¬ 
ters, Jacobean playwright 
Thomas Middleton’s satire 
on a society obsessed by sex 
and money, is updated 350 
years to 1950s seedy Soho, 
in a Royal Shakespeare 
Company touring produc¬ 
tion that gets a short run 
at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre. 

Staged from tonight 
(Thursday) until Saturday, 
this co-production with 
English Touring Theatre, 
was one of the hits of the 
season at Stratford in 2013. 

It is directed by Sean Foley, 
who had West End suc¬ 
cess with The Ladykillers, 
which came to the Grand 
on tour. 

A rude and rumbustious 
farce with live jazz music, 
the adapted ‘city comedy’ 
pokes fun at the haves 
and have-nots as a greedy 
young man aims to get 
his hands on his uncle’s 
fortune — even prepared 
to disguise himself as a 
hooker to do so. Sarah Ridgeway as Truly Kidman in A Mad World My Masters 



By Danny Farragher 
FOR most people having a sore throat which makes talking feel like 
chewing shards of glass would stop an interview in its tracks. 

Thankfully, Dave Pegg - now the lynch pin of the seminal folk rock band 
Fairport Convention, is a talker and, apology out of the way, he immediately 
enthuses about his home town gig on Friday. 

“It’s going to be great coming back to Birmingham Town Hall, it’s my favourite gig ‘coz 
I’m a Brummie and so is Ric Sanders, so for us it’s like going home.” 

Pegg was born and bred in Acocks Green 
and Sanders brought up in the Second City. 

“We were there last year but I couldn’t 
play because I cut a tendon in my finger. 

I’m playing again this year. It’s almost com¬ 
pletely recovered.” 

In two years time Fairport will be 50 and 
by then Pegg will have been with them for 
all but the first two - Simon Nichol is the 
only founding member left. 

The current line up of Pegg, Sanders, 

Nichol, Chris Leslie and Gerry Conway, is 
the longest the band has had at 18 years and 
is in the middle of their winter tour promot¬ 
ing their first new studio album for four 
years, Myths and Heroes. Fairport, from left. Simon Nichol, Gerry Con- 

“I think the album is the best one we have way, Chris Leslie, Dave Pegg and Ric Sanders 

mi S !? th p th u s line - up - ^ How does Pegg explain Fairport surviving 

Myths & Heroes is not quite a new direc- g 9 
tion for the band, but it’s certainly a more « We * acked ; , 79 because we thought 

complete view of where the band is at musi- *. _ 1 j T+ . ■ 

cally, in terms of influences and there’s lots * e were °¥: 14 was w k n ? 7 
of new stuff on it business started being run by accountants; 

“Chris, our multi-instrumentalist, has il ™ ^ so t] ? e P u ^ k era ’ . . 

written most of the material and we’ve also on was a bad idea, we were in our early 
got songs from our friends Ralph McTell 30s, he laughs loudly. . 
and Anna Ryder, who’s from Warwick.” Then we started getting back together 

“It’s really worked out well, there aren’t because of the Cropredy Festival.” 
any so-called filler tracks on it; we don’t “ We still love treading the boards. We all 
rush to make albums and we will only put still love doing what we do and we hope we 
stuff out when we’ve got what we consider have kept our audience by being OK at it.” 
to be really good songs.” Fairport Convention are at the Town 

Does that explain the four year gap be- Hall, Birmingham Friday February 27. 
tween this and the last studio album? Show starts 7.30pm. Tickets are £24 plus 

“Yes,” says Pegg with a wry laugh. usual booking fee. 



Adam Ant is to 
wear Dirk’s old sox 

BEFORE he became a dan¬ 
dy highwayman, Adam Ant 
was at the forefront of the 
London post-punk music 
scene, as exemplified by his 
debut album Dirk Wears 
White Sox. 

Ant become one of the 
biggest pop stars of the 
1980s but his musical ca¬ 
reer began in 1975 when, 
as Stuart Goddard, his 
art school band Bazooka 
Joe were supported by a 
new group called the Sex 
Pistols. Goddard quit his 
band, renamed himself 
Adam Ant, went down the 
Roxy in London’s Covent 
Garden, where he met his 
future Ants at a Siouxsie 
and the Banshees gig. 

Charming 

This led to the dark im¬ 
agery of the debut in 1979. 
Then Pistols manager Mal¬ 
colm McLaren persuaded 
the Ants to jump ship to 
become Bow Wow Wow and 
Adam reinvented himself 
as Prince Charming. 

Adam Ant will revisit 
that debut album, plus the 
hits, at The Slade Rooms in 
Wolverhampton on April 
16. Tickets cost £26.95. 

It’s a Dara date 
or catch Herring 

IT is a big comedy night in 
Wolverhampton tomorrow 
(Friday) when Dara O’Bri- 
ain plays a sold-out Wol¬ 
verhampton Civic Hall and 
Richard Herring brings his 
Lord of the Dance Settee 
show to the Slade Rooms. 

Hit farce One Man Two 
Guvnors, with ex-East- 
Ender Shaun Williamson, 
opens at the Grand in Wol¬ 
verhampton on March 17. 
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■fi-Zee FixH I 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
*!* Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 




White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


r W\ 

La®* A 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


® © \\ 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
®New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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It’s Great Down The Pub III 

M 


FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 

MEL DAY.SOUL MAN 


?r 


SATURDAY 28TH FEBUARY 

CHARLIE WATERFORD.... 
ROCK CHICK 


SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


l« 

hOi 

i nFy! 

Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 


MONDAY 2ND MARCH 

SHANES QUIZ & KARAOKE 


TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 


ft 


WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 

KARAOKE WITH OUR GAZ 


CARVERY TIMES fllnly 

Mon-Thurs 

12.00-2.30 pm, 6-8 pm tf>Q /I C 
Fri-Sat12.00-2.30pm LOiHU 
GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
NEW MENU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks 

Available 7 days a week 


THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


We serve until 1 am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
I Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 
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CHOICE 



Will.i.am 


The Voice UK 
(BBC1, 7.15pm) 

The blind auditions are 
complete and the coaches 
have chosen 12 acts each. 
Now begins the process of 
whittling them down by half 
for the live shows - and that 
means the return of the battle 
rounds. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes host as the 
coaches pair up their acts to 
perform against each other in 
head-to-head musical 
performances. It’s then up to 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Rita Ora 
and Ricky Wilson to decide 
who to keep and who to 
eliminate. However, it’s not 
necessarily over for the losers 
as the coaches have a chance 
to ‘steal’ a rejected artist for 
their own team, giving them a 
total of seven acts to take into 
the knockout rounds. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Scotland v Italy (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. France v Wales (Kick-off 
5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. The start of the 
battle rounds, in which the acts 
perform in head-to-head sing- 
offs, leaving the coaches to decide 
who to take through to the 
knockouts. 

9.15 Casualty. Dixie convinces former 
drug addict Dave not to give up on 
himself, or his relationship with 
his father and son. Connie finds a 
friend in Alfred, a patient suffering 
from motor neurone disease who 
used to be a surgeon, and 
discovers he is finding life 
unbearable. Zoe and Max continue 
their secret fling, but the porter 
decides he wants everything out in 
the open. Will a declaration of love 
do the trick? 

10.05The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, joined by pop 
star Ella Henderson, who 
performs her new single Mirror 
Man and pushes the button. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents action from the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester United v 
Sunderland at Old Trafford and 
West Ham United v Crystal Palace 
at Upton Park. United needed 
three points to boost their chances 
of a top-four finish, while the 
Hammers were aiming to do the 
double over the Eagles. Plus, 
highlights of Burnley v Swansea 
City, Newcastle United v Aston 
Villa, Stoke City v Hull City and 
West Bromwich Albion v 
Southampton; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Two, 
including Sheffield Wednesday v 
Middlesbrough. 

1.15 Film: Halloween: Resurrection. 
(2002) 2.40 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 2.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Film: School 
for Scoundrels. (1960) 7.50 Film: 
Whisky Galore! (1949) 9.10 Six Nations 
Rewind. 10.10 The Fred Dibnah Story. 
(R) 10.40 The Fred Dibnah Story. (R) 

11.10 The Nature of Britain. (R) 12.00 A 
Taste of Britain. 12.30 Albert Finney: 
Talking Pictures. 1.00 Film: The Victors. 
(1963) Second World War drama, 
starring George Peppard. 3.30 Africa’s 
Fishing Leopards: Natural World. (R) 

4.30 Final Score. 5.30 The Wonder of 
Animals. (R) 

6.00 The Great British Sewing Bee. 

The seven remaining contestants 
are tested on their ability to add 
shape and structure to clothing, 
with their first task involving 
sewing together 12 pieces of 
fabric to make a boned corset. (R) 
7.00 Flog It! Paul Martin and the team 
visit Derby, where items up for 
valuation include a German painting 
with a moving history, a pair of 
Disney figurines and a supposed 
18-carat diamond ring. (R) 

7.45 How We Got to Now with Steven 
Johnson. The science author 
examines the stories of the 
unsung people who made 
technological innovations in the 
sphere of cooling and 
refrigeration. From the heating 
engineer whose discovery of how 
to cool homes led to mass 
migration to previously 
inhospitable desert areas, to a 
man who cut ice from a lake and 
transported it thousands of miles, 
Steven sees how these inventions 
had far-reaching and unexpected 
consequences for creating the 
modern world. 

8.45 Dad’s Army. Godfrey learns his 
cottage is scheduled for 
demolition to make way for a new 
airstrip. (R) 

9.15 Reginald D Hunter’s Songs of the 
South. The comedian explores the 
musical heritage of Alabama and 
Georgia, examining Muscle 
Shoals’ role in the development of 
soul and visiting the home town of 
the B52sand REM. 

10.15The Rise of James Brown: Mr 
Dynamite. 

11.55 Film: Brooklyn’s Finest. (2009) 
Three Brooklyn police officers face 
contrasting personal dilemmas as 
their careers converge at a single 
moment. Crime thriller, starring 
Richard Gere. 

2.00 Film: Beauty & the Briefcase. 

(201 0)3.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk and 
the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.35 Tipping 
Point. (R) 2.35 The Chase. (R) 3.35 Doc 
Martin. (R) 4.35 Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 

5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 

Holidays. Comedian Harry Hill 
narrates a countdown of 100 
vacation-themed camcorder 
calamities and viewer-submitted 
mobile-phone clips. (R) 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo take 
control of TV presenter Richard 
Madeley in I’m a Celebrity Get Out 
of Me Ear!, the Supercomputer is in 
Edinburgh, where locals use 
hidden talents to win flights to New 
York, and one lucky member of the 
studio audience plays to win the 
contents of a commercial break. 
8.25 Take Me Out. Soldier Darian from 
Hartlepool, para-athlete Tony from 
Cardiff, animal-rights campaigner 
Ben from London and hair colour 
technician Aaron from Hastings all 
vie for the attentions of 30 single 
women, intent on capturing their 
interest and securing a date. 
However, first they must get the 
female participants to keep their 
lights on as a sign of approval. 
9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by Hollywood 
actress Sigourney Weaver, Doc 
Martin star Martin Clunes, Arsenal 
legend Thierry Henry, 
controversial artist Tracey Emin 
and rapper Kanye West. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Boxing: Frampton Live. Carl 
Frampton v Chris Avalos. Mark 
Pougatch is joined by David Haye 
to present coverage of the bout for 
the IBF World Super 
Bantamweight title, from the 
Odyssey Arena in Belfast. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Trans World Sport. 7.00 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 7.25 
The Grid. 7.55 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.25 Child Genius. 

(R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Doncaster and Newbury. 

4.15 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.45 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.15 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 The Simpsons. Homer wins 

$1 million on the lottery, but keeps 
it a secret from his family. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Sea. Architectural 
designer Charlie Luxton travels to 
the south Devon coast to 
investigate why it has become the 
most sought-after place in Britain 
to have a seaside property. He 
begins at a clifftop home near 
Brixham, before visiting a 
fisherman’s cottage in Lympstone. 
8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
New series. A visit to a town in 
South Carolina where it’s raining 
popcorn-like snow-actually little 
balls of ice called graupel that 
appear harmless but could trigger 
avalanches. Storm chaser Geoff 
Mackley films a dangerous 
concoction of volcanic ash, rocks, 
debris and water called lahar, and 
a man in Newfoundland records 
footage of a strange, rolling bank 
of fog that looks like a tsunami. In 
Canberra, there’s a giant tornado 
born not from a thundercloud but 
from a colossal firestorm, while in 
the Peak District, strong winds 
defy gravity - blowing a waterfall 
upwards. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: Cuban Fury. (2014) 

Premiere. A boy’s dream of being 
a champion salsa dancer is 
shattered by bullies. Twenty years 
later, he returns to the dance floor 
as an overweight and under¬ 
confident adult, and tries to get his 
old footwork back in a bid to 
sweep his boss off her feet. 
Comedy, starring Nick Frost, Chris 
O’Dowd and Ian McShane. 

10.55 Film: Runaway Jury. (2003) 
Courtroom thriller, with John 
Cusack and Gene Hackman. 

1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 4.30 The Supervet. (R) 5.25 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 11.30 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 12.30 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 1.25 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 2.25 Film: Rio Bravo. 

(1959) Western, with John Wayne and 
Dean Martin. 5.10 5 News Weekend. 

5.15 Film: Columbo: By Dawn’s Early 
Light. (1974) Crime drama, starring 
Peter Falk and Patrick McGoohan. 

7.10 NCIS. The driver of a Ferrari is 

gunned down by a motorcyclist 
and the victim is identified as petty 
officer Colin Boxer, who was 
holding down a second job as a 
valet parker and had borrowed the 
sports car. The owner of the 
vehicle turns out to be Vijay 
Chaya, the billionaire head of a 
large corporation, and the team 
suspects a case of mistaken 
identity. (R) 

8.05 NCIS. Part one of two. A navy 
lieutenant dies after a fight, but the 
sole witness has post-traumatic 
stress disorder from his military 
experiences and his testimony 
cannot be relied upon. (R) 

9.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

A call leads DB and the team to 
descend on an abandoned 
building, where they find a murder 
scene with no body that appears 
to have already had the full CSI 
treatment. The evidence makes 
Nick and Sara fear the Gig Harbour 
serial killer has resurfaced, even 
though the man found guilty of the 
murders is currently residing on 
death row, while Julie believes that 
Jared’s twin Paul may have 
undertaken a copycat killing in an 
effort to undermine his brother’s 
conviction. 

10.00 Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. 

The detectives call on the help of Dr 
Warner when the death of a baby 
from Aids forces Stabler and 
Benson to crack down on a clinic 
dealing in bogus medicine. (R) 
10.55 Law & Order. A politician is 
embroiled in a triple murder, but 
persuading him to reveal the truth 
is only the first step toward 
unmasking the killer. 

11.50True Crimes: The First 72 Hours. 
The case of Newfoundland man 
Gregory Parsons, who was 
wrongly convicted of murdering 
his mother. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 10,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 7.10 Great TV 
Mistakes 8.10 Top Gear 9.15 Film: Deja 
Vu (2006) 11.10 Family Guy 1.00 Uncle 

1.30 South Side Story 2.00 An Idiot’s 
Guide to Politics 3.00 Great TV Mistakes 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Elephants 8.00 A 
Very British Murder with Lucy Worsley 
9.00 Hostages 10.25 Charlie Brooker’s 
Weekly Wipe 10.55 Spike Milligan: Love, 
Light and Peace 11.55 Brothers in Arms 

12.55 The Kinks at the BBC 1.55 The 
Secret Life of Elephants 2.55 A Very British 
Murder with Lucy Worsley 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.40 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 2.35 The Hot Desk: Kelly Clarkson 

2.50 The Brit Awards 2015 5.10 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 7.10 Film: 
Jurassic Park (1993) 9.40 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 10.25 The Keith Lemon 
Sketch Show 10.55 Reality Bites 11.40 
Ibiza Weekender 12.35 Crazy Beaches 

I. 05 Hell’s Kitchen 1.55 Fake Reaction 

2.30 Life’s Funniest Moments 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 40 A Touch of Frost 1.55 Wycliffe 
3.05 Film: Carry On at Your Convenience 
(1971) 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.05 
Lewis 12.10 A Touch of Frost 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.45 Film: Dragnet (1987) 2.50 Film: 

Dunkirk (1958) 5.35 Film: Police 
Academy 5: Assignment Miami Beach 
(1988) 7.30 Championship Boxing Live 

10.45 Cricket World Cup Highlights 

11.50 Film: The Island (1980) 2.10 River 
Monsters 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Taking New York 12.00 Marry Me 

12.30 New Girl 1.30 Melissa & Joey 2.30 
Baby Daddy 3.30 The Big Bang Theory 

4.30 How I Met Your Mother 5.30 Troy 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 

He’s Just Not That Into You (2009) 11.35 
The Big Bang Theory 12.30 The 
Inbetweeners 1.35 Rude Tube 2.35 Troy 

3.30 2 Broke Girls 3.55 Suburgatory 
4.35 Desperate Housewives 
Film4 

11.00 Gunman’s Walk (1958) 1.00 First 
Daughter (2004) 3.10 A Monster in Paris 
(2011) 4.55 Tea with Mussolini (1999) 

7.15 The Animal (2001) 8.55 Men in 
Black 3 Interview Special 9.00 The Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel (2011) 11.25 The 
Last Exorcism Part II (2013) 1.10 
Nosferatu the Vampyre (1979) 




Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call 
into your local Express & Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 13,2015. 


Express & Star 


Write your FREE linage message here. One word per box 

Mother’s Surname.First Name. 


FREE Mother’s Day 

MESSAGE 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
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CHOICE 



Sean Lock 


Let’s Play Darts for Comic 
Relief 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

Darts players are typically a no- 
nonsense bunch, so it’s not 
surprising that this new pro-celeb 
series does precisely what it says 
on the tin: famous faces play 
darts, in aid of Comic Relief. 
They’re not thrown in at the deep 
end of the ochewith no training, 
though - they’re helped along 
their way by a mentor from the 
world of professional darts. 
Among those taking part are 
Richard Osman, who is so tall 
he’s at a distinct advantage - 
playing darts for him must be like 
sticking a pin in a notice board at 
arm’s length. Tim Vine, Lee 
Mack, Roisin Conarty, Bob 
Mortimer, Liza Tarbuck, Sean 
Lock and Martin Offiah also 
compete, and best of all they 
must each adopt their own ‘darts 
persona’ including nickname and 
walk-on music. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 My Chinese New 
Year. 2.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 
Ireland v England (Kick-off 3.00pm). 
5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. The 
nine remaining amateur artists 
face three challenges in portraiture 
on London’s Southbank. For the 
opening task, they are given four 
hours to create pictures of 
themselves from their reflections. 
This is followed by a quick-draw 
where they have 30 minutes to 
attempt an anatomically accurate 
sketch that captures the likeness 
of a stranger. In their last chance 
to impress before the elimination, 
there’s a four-hour sitting with 
EastEnders actor Rudolph Walker 
and Albert Square legend Pam St 
Clement. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team visits 

Pembrokeshire to mark St David's 
Day, with Matt Baker foraging for 
food and Ellie Harrison heading 
out to sea in the hope of catching 
a glimpse of a porpoise; Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Two old 
schoolmates have a less than 
happy reunion at the maternity 
home, while Barbara makes a 
revolutionary suggestion to help 
Mary Cynthia treat the bedsores of 
her patient. 

9.00 The Casual Vacancy. Tensions 
rise in Pagford as the election 
approaches and each side steps 
up its campaign, while news of a 
tragedy leaves the whole 
community reeling. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Liverpool v 
Manchester City and Arsenal v 
Everton. Mark Chapman reviews the 
latest Premier League matches at 
Anfield and the Emirates Stadium. 

11.35 The League Cup Show. Chelsea v 
Tottenham Hotspur. Manish Bhasin 
presents action from the final at 
Wembley Stadium, as the London 
rivals contested the first major 
domestic silverware of 2015. 

12.15 The Apprentice USA. 1.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Great British 
Garden Revival. (R) 7.15 Glorious 
Gardens from Above. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.20 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.50 The Great 
Comic Relief Bake Off. (R) 12.50 A Taste 
of Britain. (R) 1.20 A Taste of Britain. (R) 

1.50 Some Mothers Do ’Ave ’Em. (R) 

2.15 Three Up, Two Down. (R) 2.45 Hi- 
de-Hi! (R) 3.15 Flog It! (R) 4.00 Speed 
Dreams: The Fastest Place on Earth. (R) 
5.00 Film: The Tuxedo. (2002) Comedy 
adventure, starring Jackie Chan. 

6.30 Pompidou. New series. Comedy 
about a penniless aristocrat who 
lives with his butler and their dog 
in a caravan parked in front of his 
now crumbling estate. With Matt 
Lucas and Alex MacQueen. 

7.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 
Railway. Engineer Linda Miller 
battles to rebuild a Victorian 
tunnel under the Royal Docks in 
the East End as part of the 
Crossrail train line linking east and 
west London. Meanwhile, the 
Berminghams attempt to follow in 
the footsteps of 19th-century 
father-and-son team Marc and 
Isambard Kingdom Brunei as they 
construct a new tunnel beneath 
the Thames. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson and 
James May set off on an epic 
adventure to rescue Richard 
Hammond from a remote area of 
Canada. Gillian Anderson is the 
Star in the Reasonably Priced Car. 
9.00 Let’s Play Darts for Comic Relief. 
New series. Gabby Logan hosts a 
contest in which big names from 
the world of darts join forces with 
celebrities in a knockout 
tournament held at the Lakeside, 
Frimley Green. 

9.50 Film: Cosmopolis. (2012) 
Premiere. A billionaire driven 
across Manhattan in a limousine 
discovers that an unexpected 
development in the stock market 
is poised to destroy his financial 
empire. As his fortune crumbles 
before his eyes, the real world 
starts to infringe on his sheltered 
existence through a series of 
strange encounters. David 
Cronenberg’s drama, starring 
Robert Pattinson. 

11.30 Film: Genghis Khan. (1965) 
Historical adventure, starring 
Omar Sharif and James Mason. 

1.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.30 
Holby City. (R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.35 ITV News; Weather. 12.45 Neil 
Diamond: One Night Only. (R) 1.55 
Catchphrase. (R) 2.40 Tipping Point. (R) 
3.40 Film: A View to a Kill. (1985) 
Adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Emmerdale actor Dominic Brunt 
(Paddy Kirk), dancer and 
choreographer Wayne Sleep, 

Royle Family star Ricky Tomlinson 
and Good Morning Britain’s 
Charlotte Hawkins compete to win 
thousands of pounds for charity 
by taking on a trivia expert in a test 
of their general knowledge. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. New series. 
Hidden-camera comedy. Seb tries 
his hand at selling cheap suits, 
Sonia asks for help with a tricky 
crossword clue, and Mo wreaks 
havoc on his mobility scooter. 

8.00 All Star Family Fortunes. 

Celebrity Big Brother winner Katie 
Price and actor Charlie Lawson, 
best known as Coronation Street’s 
Jim McDonald, play to win money 
for charity with the help of their 
families. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry struggles to 
keep Violette in check, Gordon 
unwittingly commissions a racy 
window display, Victor brokers a 
shady deal and George helps Kitty 
confront her attackers. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Cricket World Cup Highlights. 
England v Sri Lanka. Georgie 
Bingham presents action from the 
Pool A match at the Westpac 
Stadium in Wellington. 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures, including Northampton 
Saints v Harlequins, Wasps v 
Gloucester and Leicester Tigers v 
Sale Sharks. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. 6.45 How I 
Met Your Mother. 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Amazing Spaces 
Shed of the Year. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 2.30 Film: The Wizard of Oz. (1939) 
Musical fantasy, with Judy Garland. 4.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

Laura Hamilton helps a mother 
and son find a holiday home for 
the whole family in the Murcia 
region on Spain’s Mediterranean 
coast, with a cash budget of 
£70,000. 

7.00 Four Rooms. Gordon Watson, 
Celia Sawyer, Alex Proud and 
David Sonnenthal are in hot 
pursuit of a treasure gifted by 
Agatha Christie, an Elvis Presley 
photo album, a biblical ancient 
relic, a bronze skeleton and an 
artwork made in space, as they 
meet members of the public 
putting their prized possessions 
up for sale. Anita Rani presents. 
8.00 The Auction House. Boss Roger 
tells art valuer Nick to raise his 
game and sell at least half his 
pictures or face the consequences 
- which include doing yoga with 
the boss. While Nick searches out 
new talent, such as an incognito 
street artist and a cat-loving 
former glamour model, Chelsea’s 
upmarket clientele are on the hunt 
for the latest trends - and this 
week, it’s animal skulls. 

9.00 Indian Summers. As the Sipi Fair 
gets under way, the Indian 
community is allowed onto the 
grounds of the British Club. Ralph 
conspires to get Aafrin onside by 
granting him a sought-after 
promotion. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the famous 
quiz, with team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson joined by 
guests Andrew Flintoff and Rhod 
Gilbert. (R) 

11.05 Film: Twilight. (2008) Fantasy 
love story, with Kristen Stewart 
and Robert Pattinson. 

1.25 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.15 The Million Pound Drop. (R) 

3.10 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.25 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 5.30 Face the 
Clock. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 7.00 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little White Van. 

7.20 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.45 Little Princess. (R) 8.00 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.10 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 8.20 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.05 
LazyTown. (R) 9.35 Dora and Friends. 
10.00 SpongeBob SquarePants. 10.35 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 10.50 The 
Dog Rescuers. (R) 11.20 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 12.15 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 1.15 Film: Thunderbirds. (2004) 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Bill Paxton. 
3.00 Film: Arthur and the Invisibles. 
(2006) Part-animated fantasy adventure, 
starring Freddie Highmore. 4.45 Film: 
Three Men and a Little Lady. (1990) 
Comedy sequel, starring Tom Selleck. 
6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Ghost Rider. (2007) 
Motorcycle stuntman Johnny 
Blaze sells his soul to diabolical 
Mephistopheles to save the life of 
his father. His bargain dooms him 
to pass each night as Ghost Rider, 
a demonic skeletal biker bound to 
take evil souls to Hell. However, 
conflict between Mephistopheles 
and his son offers Johnny the 
chance to win back his humanity. 
Fantasy thriller based on the 
comic-book, starring Nicolas 
Cage, Eva Mendes and Wes 
Bentley. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. 

9.00 Film: Total Recall. (2012) 

Premiere. A man living in a bleak 
future years after a nuclear war 
has fake memories of being a 
secret agent implanted into his 
brain. However, the procedure 
uncovers the fact that he really is a 
spy with his memory erased, and 
he is forced to become a fugitive 
from the totalitarian government. 
Sci-fi thriller remake, with Colin 
Farrell, Kate Beckinsale and 
Jessica Biel. 

11.15 Film: Twelve Monkeys. (1995) A 
mangoes back in time to 
investigate a disaster, but begins 
to think he is mad and has only 
imagined his life in the future. Sci- 
fi thriller, starring Bruce Willis and 
Brad Pitt. 

1.50 SuperCasino. 3.10 10,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 The Voice UK 
10.00 1 Survived a Zombie Apocalypse 
11.00 Family Guy 11.45 Uncle 12.15 
American Dad! 12.351 Survived a Zombie 
Apocalypse 1.35 Bangkok Airport 2.30 
South Side Story 3.00 Bangkok Airport 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild 
Places 8.00 Mark Lawson Talks to 
Alexander McCall Smith 9.00 Arts Question 
Time with Kirsty Wark 10.00 Storyville: The 
Great European Disaster Movie 11.20 The 
Great European Disaster Movie: Newsnight 
Debate 11.50 Animals Through the Night: 
Sleepover at the Zoo 1.20 Sounds of the 
Eighties 1.50 Synth Britannia at the BBC 

2.50 Guitar Heroes at the BBC 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.25 Take Me Out -The 
Gossip 2.05 You’ve Been Framed! 2.35 
Scorpion 3.30 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 4.55 Film: The Princess Diaries 
2: Royal Engagement (2004) 7.10 Film: 
Jurassic Park III (2001) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 The Keith Lemon Sketch 
Show 10.30 Film: American Pie Presents 
Band Camp (2005) 12.20 Film: The 
Butterfly Effect (2004) 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.35 Rosemary & Thyme 12.35 A Touch 
of Frost 2.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.50 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Lewis 9.00 Sunday 
Night at the Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.35 City Lights 11.35 Lewis 1.30 
Countrywise 2.20 Judge Judy 3.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.20 Pawn Stars 2.05 Storage Wars 3.00 
Film: Dragnet (1987) 5.10 Film: Police 
Academy 5: Assignment Miami Beach 
(1988) 7.00 The Big Fish Off 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Pale 
Rider (1985) 11.25 Film: Buried (2010) 

1.20 River Monsters: Untold Stories 2.20 
Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.00 Film: Transformers (2007) 

10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.05 Rude Tube 

12.10 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.40 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.40 Rules of Engagement 

2.30 Taking New York 3.25 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The MarkofZorro (1940) 1.00 
Home Alone 3 (1997) 3.00 Rio (2011) 4.50 
Turner & Hooch (1989) 6.55 Terminal 
Velocity (1994) 9.00 Shallow Hal (2001) 

11.15 Kill List (2011) 1.05 The Enigma of 
Kaspar Hauser (1974) 3.25 Close 


Trinity 

FUNERAL 
SERVICES LTD 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Church Hill St, 
Smethwick B67 7AH. 
Telephone 0121 558 3242 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 


Over 50 years of experience 
serving the people of 
Smethwick, Birmingham, 
The Black Country 
and beyond. 


As TaN 

66 HIGH STREET, SMETHWICK B66 IDS 
TEL: 0121 558 6117 MOBILE: 07975 758 086 
j asse@ smethwickasianfuner als. com 
www.smethwickasianfunerals.com 

The only Independent ASIAN SPECIFIC Funeral 
Service in the Sandwell and Birmingham area 


double time down to.. 

W/ 11VMP wm 


PWIIKII - 

&VRMY&NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear, 



Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 
^footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment g 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


Telephone: 0121 472 1402 

325-327 Harborne Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 


JiUlS 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

Highlights from. £30 

Foils from. £30 

Cut and Blow Dry from.... £15 # 

Perms from. £30 

- All areas covered 07717753538 





Prom 2015 Dresses 

NOWIN STOCK 

Designed to Order 
and Ready to Wear 
Jewellery, Bags, shoes 
RainBow Club Shoes are 
Dyed to Match Dress 
Stockists of 

Twilight Designs Utopia Prom 
& Bridal Designs Exclusive 
At 

BRIDAL DESIGNS 

7, Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis, B65 9BL 
Telephone: 0121 561 4411 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 10:00am - 18:00pm 
Late Evenings by Appointment 


FLORA STEEL & TIMBER MERCHANTS 

ji-Tel/Fax: 0121 553 4116 

All steels ci^^jze|Jabrication service 
Fast turn a^^^^^^^^JFriendly service 

Box profile roolinqsn eSs W^.- 

We supply & lit all siv^s^st^ijgtue | ^stee l rails a ndwintlowi qril 

I I—-- - " - 






Goodwins 
Furnitui 
Service! 


’t despair - 
*oi rer and repair 

)Keepjhe comfort and style you love 


Flora, 

FABRICATIONS LTD 



rnaround we win 

. nn) L., match any 

nonths like for like 

htee on all work 

\Free, no obligation, quote 

lity recovers, 

affordable prices 

v Part or full 

recovers available 

✓ Hundreds of 

fabrics available 


Recliners, 

recovered 

and 

repaired! 



✓ Replacement 
Feet & Casters 

✓ Replacement 
springs 

✓ Replacei 
Foam an 

✓ Back Cush) 
available 


Call today 07432149662/01384 234756 


64 High Street | West Bromwich, 
West Midlands | B70 6JT 


Unit B1 Dudley Central Trade Est, 
Shaw Road, Dudley, DY2 8DX 
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new mum sunk into depression, until a stranger 
offered to drive her to the hospital every day. 
Pauline would now like to say thank you for an act 
of kindness that had a big impact on her life. Last 
in the series. 

Horizon: Secrets of the Solar System 
BBC2, 9pm 

Planets are now being discovered outside the 
Earth’s solar system on a regular basis, and these 
strange new worlds are forcing scientists to 
rewrite the history of how the Sun and the 
planets, satellites, dwarf planets, asteroids and 
comets that orbit it came into being. This 
programme reveals that far from a simple story of 
stable objects orbiting a star, the development of 
the Solar System was a potent combi r 
hellfire, chaos and planetary pinball th; 
makes it somewhat of a miracle that 
Earth was created at all. 

WEDNESDAY 
Big Star’s Little Star 
I TV, 8pm 

Don’t ever work with children or 
animals - that’s the golden rule in 
telly, they say. But the leading lights 
behind this superb series 
understand that actually, it’s the 


little ones who make the best television - because 
of their unpredictability. For the producers behind 
this game show, the youth are comedy gold, as 
Stephen Mulhern grills them about their celebrity 
parents and hopes they will spill their deepest 
secrets. As the series kicks off, Ronan Keating 
plays alongside his nine-year-old daughter AN, 

while Sheree Murphy and her six-year-old 
daughter Matilda, and Carl Froch and his 
four-year-old son Rocco also join in the 
fun. But which of the celebs will be the 
most fidgety with nerves? 

The Great Comic Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8pm 

Ed Byrne hosts the final edition, joined 
by four more well-known faces 
hoping to inspire people to 
get baking for Comic 
Relief. Comedian and 
actress Victoria Wood, 
former Radio 1 DJ Chris 
Moyles, model and TV 
presenter Alexa Chung 
and Asylum star 
Kayvan Novak are 
the hopefuls, who 
be tackling a 
traybake. 


Big Star’s Little Star, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

The Daisy Chain, BBC1,12.35am 

A couple move to a remote village to recover from the 
death of their baby. They agree to take in an autistic girl 
whose parents have died, despite warnings from the 
locals that she is an evil spirit. Horror, starring 
Samantha Morton and Steven Mackintosh. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

Cemetery Junction, BBC1,11.45pm 

A young man in 1970s Reading starts to question what 
he wants out of life, but finds his friends happy with 
their lot. He starts a new job selling insurance door to 
door, only to run into an old girlfriend. Ricky Gervais 
and Stephen Merchant’s comedy drama, starring 
Christian Cooke, Tom Hughes and Jack Doolan. (2010) 

WEDNESDAY 

Three Fugitives, BBC1,12.15am 

A bank robber resolves to go straight after his release 
from prison. However, on his first day of freedom, he 
ends up as an innocent bystander during a heist. When 
the cops assume he is the brains of the operation, he is 
forced to go on the run. Comedy, with Nick Nolte, Martin 
Short and James Earl Jones. (1989) 


FRIDAY 

Gladiator, ITV, 10.40pm 

Roman general Maximus Decimus Meridius is a 
casualty of a power struggle between the corrupt 
Emperor Commodus and the senate. Ordered to be put 
to death along with his family, he escapes his would-be 
killers but is sold into slavery as a gladiator - but uses 
his fame in the arena to fight against the tyrant. Oscar- 
winning period epic, with Russell Crowe. (2000) 

Papillon, BBC2,11.35pm 

Fact-based drama about a Frenchman wrongly 
imprisoned for life for a crime he did not commit, who 
made an extraordinarily courageous bid to escape from 
the notorious Devil’s Island. Starring Steve McQueen, 
Dustin Hoffman and George Coulouris. (1973) 

Dog Soldiers, Channel 4,12.25am 

A run-of-the-mill training exercise turns into a bloodbath 
for soldiers on weekend manoeuvres in the Highlands. 
After rescuing the lone survivor of a massacred special 
forces unit, they are set upon by a pack of werewolves. 
British horror, starring Kevin McKidd, Sean Pertwee, 
Emma Cleasby and Liam Cunningham. (2002) 


You can always bank 
on Stephen to deliver 


BEST OF THE BEST 


MONDAY 
Arthur & George 
ITV, 9pm 

Think of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and the name 
Sherlock Holmes will no doubt spring to mind. 
Conan Doyle created the great detective, but led 
an exciting and intriguing life in his own right - and 
this three-part drama, based on a Julian Barnes 
novel, focuses on one aspect of it. It’s 1903 and, 
while mourning the death of his wife Louisa, Arthur 
finds something to distract him - the case of vicar’s 
son George Edalji, a solicitor imprisoned for 
allegedly mutilating animals and sending a series 
of threatening letters. Conan Doyle joins forces with 
his trusted manservant to clear George’s name. 
Martin Clunes stars as the author, while Arsher AN 
plays the unfortunate man he is trying to help. 

TUESDAY 
The Gift 
BBC1,9pm 

Peter Miles served six years in prison for his part in 
a series of armed robberies across Bristol. He 
turns to Mel Giedroyc to help him find a way of 
making amends with those he affected. Twenty-six 
years ago, Pauline Stepney’s daughter was born 14 
weeks prematurely, and doctors had to fight to 
keep the baby alive while she was stuck 50 miles 
away at home. Unable to make regular visits, the 


THURSDAY 
Banished 
BBC2, 9pm 

Wolf Hall may have finished last week, but BBC 
Two is hitting us with another prestige period drama 
that’s about more than just corsets and romance. If 
the involvement of writer Jimmy McGovern, aka the 
man who gave us Cracker and The Street, doesn’t 
convince you that Banished is going to be gritty, 
then the premise should. It’s set in 1788, in the 
camp occupied by the first British convicts 
transported to Australia, and in the opening 
episode, Elizabeth Quinn (MyAnna Buring) is in 
trouble for being caught of her dormitory, while 
James Freeman (Russell Tovey) discovers his 
already meagre food ration has been stolen. 

FRIDAY 

The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

Porthos demands answers from his new-found 
family after uncovering the truth about his parentage. 
As he learns more secrets about his past, he begins 
to question his allegiance to the Musketeers - who 
in turn harbour suspicions of their own as they 
process the revelations in their friend’s life. Can 
dArtagnan and his comrades save Porthos from the 
dangerous route he seems to be headed down, and 
can they even be certain of where his loyalties lie? 


C rime dramas. They’re ten a 
penny these days, but viewers 
still can’t get enough of them 
Broadchurch has only just ended 
and Midsomer Murders rarely seems 
to be off our screens, but that hasn’t 
stopped ITV bringing back DCI Banks 
for its fourth series. 

Not that we’re complaining. The lead 
character has been vividly brought to 
life over the past few years by 
Stephen Tompkinson, who may not 
have been everyone’s first choice for 
the role. 

Banks was already well established 
in a series of books by Peter 
Robinson - but he’s made it his own. 

“I think the audience admire Banks’ 
integrity and work ethic,” says 
Tompkinson. “He’s a no-nonsense 
policeman and doesn’t have any 
particular quirks. 

“Banks is married to his job as a 
detective chief inspector. He’s the type 
of policeman you’d want on your case 
as he’s a true professional and always 
gives 100 per cent. 

“I think people want a policeman 
who isn’t fanciful in any way if they are 


working to seek justice. People want 
them to do their job to the best of their 
ability, and Banks is the sort of man 
you can rely on to do just that.” 

The first case of the new run 
involves the murder of an Estonian 
woman who was buried alive on a 
piece of waste ground. 

She had come to Britain to search 
for her missing sister who was 
working as a prostitute, and suspicion 
falls on the autistic son of her driver. 

But while Banks is dealing with this 
difficult investigation he must also deal 
with personal issues. 

One involves his on/off lover Annie’s 
decision to renew her relationship with 
an old flame, and the other the death 
of his mother, which forces him to 
spend time with Arthur, his estranged 
father. 

“Banks’ mother’s death comes 
completely out of the blue for him and 
his father,” explains Tompkinson. 

“Banks’ brother was also killed in the 
second series so now it’s only him 
and his father left. 

Their relationship isn’t the easiest. 
They have to deal with the shock of 


losing her whilst trying to look after 
each other. 

‘They have to get to know each 
other again and it’s quite an emotional 
journey. Banks finds it difficult when 
Arthur points out his personality 
defects. At this time in his life he has 
to think about what he’s going to do, 
and who he’s going to end up with.” 

Does that mean there is no chance 
of Banks and Annie ever getting back 
together? Fans would certainly be 
unhappy at the thought of them 
staying just good friends forever. 

‘Annie told Banks she couldn’t hang 
around forever as she has to think of 
her daughter Isla,” smiles Tompkinson. 
“In this series Annie has moved on 
and renewed her relationship with 
David, who is Isla’s father. There’s not 
really anything Banks can do about 
it... 

“But watching Annie walk away from 
him is hard - and whether he acts on 
that, we’ll have to wait and see!” 

Andrea Lowe, Caroline Catz, Jack 
Deam, Danny Rahim, Keith Barron, 
Polly Hemingway, Edward MacLiam, 
Badria Timimi and Steve Toussaint 
also star. 


Stephen Tompkinson stars in DCI Banks, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 
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Helping dreams 
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tipton 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

Loan to value or LTV is a percentage figure showing the ratio between the outstanding mortgage balance (the loan) and 
the property valuation (the value). All applications are subject to status, valuation and our lending policy at the time the 
application is made. Terms and conditions apply. Tipton & Coseley Building Society, 70 Owen Street, Tipton, West 
Midlands, DY4 8HG. Telephone 0121 557 2551. www.thetipton.co.uk. 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 
Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01384 413590 / 07981 398758 Er 


USE YOUR LOFT! 




time onW 31 ^ 




Over > 

10 , 000 , 

Installations J 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

. • : Now complete with 

\ “comfort” feet to protect 
I carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 














































BRAIN GYM No.314 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Acted as a would- 
be officer (5) 

4. A faultless rider 
could still put his 
foot in it (7) 

8. New ones may be 
expensive if stout, 
perhaps (7) 

9. A wedge shot that 
doesn’t go straight 
(5) 

10. Posh sort of busi¬ 
ness (4) 

11. They fight, though 
they’re not boxers 
( 8 ) 

13. Written authority for 
many to strike (4) 

14. It makes fast speed 
at sea (4) 

16. An aptitude to write 
and sing (8) 

17. Boast about dress 

(4) 

20. A gesture one 
doesn’t care to 
make (5) 

21. Notedly brisk (7) 

22. The peace subse¬ 
quently includes the 
French (7) 

23. It’s erect, whichever 
way you look at it 
(3,2) 


Down 

1. Angry over inten¬ 
tions that may lead 
to misunderstanding 
(5,8) 

2. Do fully (5) 

3. Tidy haircut (4) 

4. A better method? 

( 6 ) 

5. Taking cover (8) 

6. Time ran out for 
such clothing (7) 

7. Set out to influence 
the powers that be 
(8,5) 

12. Superior neighbour 
in the U.S. (8) 

13. Manage a medium 
agency(7) 

15. The occupant is at 
home with his wife 
( 6 ) 

18. Not left any entitle¬ 
ment (5) 

19. Thunderous ap¬ 
plause? (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Fat(5) 

4. Advantage (7) 

8. Petty (7) 

9. Lucid (5) 

10. Destiny (4) 

11. Half a minim (8) 

13. Profound (4) 

14. Extremely (4) 

16. Marred (8) 

17. Notion (4) 

20. Ingenuous (5) 

21. Shorten (7) 

22. Voter (7) 

23. Mirror (5) 


Down 

1. Exasperated (3,2,8) 

2. Live (5) 

3. Wicked (4) 

4. Campanile (6) 

5. Fine points (8) 

6. Newly (7) 

7. Reverse fortunes (4,3,6) 

12. Dregs (8) 

13. Rob (7) 

15. Swordsman (6) 

18. Play (5) 

19. Conceited person (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Intercept; 8 Cock; 9 Put 
across; 10 Peahen; 11 Donor; 14 Giber; 15 
Nuts; 16 Limbo; 18 Ahoy; 20 Chair; 21 Keeps; 

24 Matron; 25 Halloween; 26 Esau; 27 Ill-wisher. 
Down: 1 Scapegoat; 2 Scrapbook; 4 Noun; 5 
Erato; 6 Carbon; 7 Pisa; 9 Pearl; 11 Dumas; 12 
Run across; 13 Astronaut; 17 Ocean; 19 Yellow; 
22 Pawns; 23 Call; 24 Mete. QUICK - Across: 3 
Physician; 8 Omen; 9 Unmindful; 10 Spring; 11 
Sheen; 14 Admit; 15 Lure; 16 Erase; 18 Long; 

20 Error; 21 Drive; 24 Dismal; 25 Burlesque; 

26 Onus; 27 Infertile. Down: 1 Constable; 2 
Reprimand; 4 Hang; 5 Smith; 6 Cudgel; 7 Abut; 9 
Unite; 11 Shape; 12 Nutriment; 13 Heartless; 17 
Eerie; 19 Grille; 22 Visit; 23 Turn; 24 Dull. 


Quiz 


1. Who preceded Ronald Reagan as 
president of the USA? 

2. Which British football team was the first to 
win a European trophy? 

3. What was Wagner’s last opera? 

4. In which card game does a player get one 
for his nob? 

5. Which former Tory cabinet minister and 
General Synod member joined the Roman 
Catholic church in the 1990s? 


Which literary critic wrote The Great 
Tradition? 

In which discipline did Nicky Gooch win a 
Winter Olympic bronze medal in 1994? 
How is deoxyribonucleic acid better 
known? 

In what type of dance are zapateados 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bauhaus; 2 Leander; 3 Pitchblende; 
4 George Eliot; 5 Jamaica; 6 Sir Stanley 
Spencer; 7 Spider plant; 8 Copper; 9 United 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

43287 gives a wading bird, 

623978 gives a small animal, 

1289573 gives a wild animal. 


performed? 

Arab Emirates; 10 Tom Hanks. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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8 

9 

10. By what name is the constellation Crux 











also known? 

Niner: BACHELORS 












Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


Saturday Night Theatre from £159." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 


Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Newton Court£725 pcm+Fees 

A recently converted 3 bedroom ground floor apartment 
finished to an extremely high standard and centrally located 
with commuter links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 
2 double bedrooms, both with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, 1 
single bedroom, 2 extra rooms downstairs, secondary glazing 
throuaho u^llocate^aifdn^/iewing^comniende^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Melbourne Road£675 pcm+Fees 

Within walking distance to Halesowen, is this 3 story town 
house. Well worth an inspection inside and set within a quiet 
cul-de-sac, comprising of: 3 bedrooms, large fitted dining 
kitchen, very large lounge, downstairs wc, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, off road parking for 
2 cars and garage, close to local schools and college. EPC: E 


ROWLEY REGIS, Fairbourne Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 
Perfect for a family and close to the M5. A large Mucklow Style 
detached home which is available now, close to local shops and 
bus routes. Featuring 2 double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes 
and 1 large single bedroom, 2 good size lounges, large 
kitchen, downstairs wc, shower room, gas central heating, 
new window^iug^ai^aj^ej^nvewa^n^arag^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Sanderson Place£625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. A superb ground floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen and diner, 2 double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, further well appointed bathroom with shower, 
gas central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. 
EPC: B _ 


HALESOWEN, The Pumphouse£595 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary fully furnished luxury living. Generous sized lounge with 
state of the art SKY*HD/TV/DAB chrome sockets, 1 double bedroom 
with fitted wardrobes, wall mounted LCD/DVD, stunning fitted kitchen 
with integrated appliances, beautiful bathroom with shower, electric 
central heating, allocated parking space with visitor spaces, secure 
ported acces^hon^^stem^iewin^Tighl^^commende^^PC^^ 


LYE, Chapel Street £595 pcm+Fees 

A 3 bedroom unfurnished or part furnished to suit detached property which 
has been totally renovated to a very high specification and must be viewed to 
be fully appreciated. This lovely home has entrance hall, 2 reception rooms, 
breakfast kitchen with all brand new appliances, large downstairs bathroom 
with shower, extra separate w.c., 3 double bedrooms, gas central heating, 
maintenanc^rg^aj^en^rn^a^aHcin^^vailabl^mmediatel^^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Mount Street£550 pcm+Fees 

An immaculate semi detached house within minutes of 
Halesowen Town Centre. Featuring gas central heating, 
spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, house bathroom with shower, rear garden and on 


HALESOWEN, Ladysmith Road£550 pcm+Fees 
A mid terraced house in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This 
house features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, dining area, new downstairs shower room, 2 good size 
bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. 
EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Quarry Hill £550 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished semi detached house with stunning views of 
Clent featuring gas central heating, 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs w.c., 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower, rear garden, off road parking. Available now. 


EPC: 





HALESOWEN, Intended Street£550 pcm+Fees 

Undergone a complete refurbishment. Ideal for Colley Lane 
Primary School and bus links to Halesowen, Cradley Heath 
and Stourbridge. Featuring 2 large reception rooms, 2 large 
bedrooms, downstairs bathroom with shower, modern 
kitchei^fnga^ari<in^n^^arag^PCjE^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Witton Bank £550 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom 2nd floor apartment in a very 
sought after location. Having secure intercom entry, entrance 
hall, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, large 
lounge, kitchen, garage en block and communal gardens. 
Availabl^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


CRADLEY HEATH, Meadow Walk£550 pcm+Fees 

Modern semi detached house within a popular residential 
area featuring gas central heating, spacious living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs house bathroom, 3 good 
size bedrooms, large rear garden, driveway parking for 2 cars, 
immediately EPC: E 



HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£535 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished mid terraced house, within walking distance 
to Blackheath Town Centre and not far from Rowley Regis 
train station, briefly comprising of: 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs shower room, 2 double bedrooms. 
Benefitsjnclud^ai^ai^en^f^oa^arkin^PC^^^ M 


WORDSLEY Cooknell Drive £525 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Wordsley and ideal for local buses 
to Stourbridge and Merry Hill. Featuring gas central heating, 
spacious living room, fitted dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms, en- 
suite shower room to master bedroom, house bathroom, rear 
ganjen^nvewa^arkinc^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished semi detached house within walking 
distance of Newfield Park Primary, Windsor High School and 
Halesowen College. This property features 2 reception rooms, 
2 double bedrooms both with fitted wardrobes, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs shower room, fitted kitchen, 
gasMntranieatingJoubl^lazinc^PfT^^^^^^^^^ 



KIDDERMINSTER, Keats Place£495 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom ground floor flat, having 
accommodation including; hall, lounge, refitted kitchen with 
appliances, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, gas central heating,double 
glazing and cul de sac location. Virgin Broadband connection 
is availabl^wi^ntranc^j^h^mgert^PC^^^ 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £495 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern ground floor part furnished apartment, briefly 
comprising of: 2 bedrooms with wardrobes, spacious lounge 
with sofas etc, fitted kitchen with appliances, bathroom with 
shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommended. EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Belgrave Road£450 pcm+Fees 

A large ground floor modern apartment within walking 
distance to Blackheath Town Centre and local buses. 
Featuring a spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 1 
double bedroom, newly fitted bathroom suite with shower. 
Gas central heating, small rear garden with private entrance. 
Available Now. EPC: TBC 



ROWLEY REGIS, The Link £425 pcm+Fees 

Located close to the M5 J2 is this quiet and spacious 
unfurnished ground floor apartment, briefly comprising of: 
electric storage heating, open plan living room/fitted kitchen 
with white goods, 1 double bedroom with built in wardrobe, 
house bathroonniviti^howei^arkin^gacy^ai^PC^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£395 pcm+Fees 
A modern top floor apartment, in the centre of Old Hill with 
local bus stop outside and Old Hill train station close by. This 
apartment comprises of 1 double bedroom, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, 
allocatedjarkinc^jnfurnishec^PCM^^^^^^^^^ M 



LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 


impressive house located 
in a top postcode area 



AN IMPRESSIVE five-bed- 
roomed family home, ‘Little 
House’ at Quarry Park Road, 
Pedmore, Stourbridge, is for 
sale through The Lee Shaw 
Partnership at £950,000. 

It has a large reception hall with 
French doors to the garden, a drawing 
room with feature fire surround, sit¬ 
ting room, a new kitchen, landing with 
wardrobe storage, master bedroom 
with en suite bathroom, four further 
bedrooms, a bathroom with spa bath, 
shower room, rear garden with exten¬ 
sive patio, ornamental pond, decking 
with an inflatable pool. Call 01384 
396066 or visit www.leeshaw.com 



Stunning extended home 
has the 'wow' factor 




A two bedroom second floor apartment offered for sale with 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. Comprising; communal entrance, private 
hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom, 
communal gardens and GARAGE en-bloc. 

Early viewing recommended 0121 550 7474 £54,950 


THIS stunning four-bedroomed family home 
in Tenterfields, Halesowen, with the “wow 
factor” has been vastly extended and refur¬ 
bished to a high standard. 

It is for sale through Billingham Taylor at offers in 
excess of £325,000. 

Beautifully decorated throughout in neutral, contem¬ 
porary shades, distinctive features include a spacious en¬ 
trance hallway with under-stairs storage, a WC, a large 
open plan kitchen/diner, a dining room, an open plan fam¬ 
ily room, a utility, a separate sitting room with a bay win¬ 
dow, a master suite with a stylish en suite shower room, 
three further bedrooms (bedroom three with wardrobes) 
and a luxurious house bathroom. Outside are landscaped 
rear gardens with decking, a garage and a driveway. 

Contact Billingham Taylor on 01384 234900 or visit 
www .billinghamtay lor .co .uk website. 











































































































































Scnven Co# 01914994011 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents v I L I iLL “V 11 


Scriven &. Co. 


Established 1937 


C rad ley Heath 



Trejon Road 

* Traditional style semi-detached House 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Extensive rear garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Halesowen 



Mansion Court 

Long Lane 

* Ground Floor Flat 

* Re-fitted Kitchen 

* Living Room 

* Bathroom 

* Communal Parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £69,999 


Halesowen 



Stourbridge Road 

* Detached bungalow 

* Good sized garage 

* Three bedrooms (master with en-suite) 

* Breakfast kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £299,950 


Oldbury 



Perry Hill Road 

* Semi detached house 

* In need of general improvement and 
modernisation 

* Dining room and living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Halesowen 



Shenstone Valley Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Extended living room and lounge 

* Re-fitted extended kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower room 

* NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Halesowen 



Woodbury Road 

* Detached bunglaow 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room/wet room 

* Rear verandah 

* Side garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Brierley Hill 


Halesowen 


Stourbridge 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Dudley Netherton 





Henzel Croft 

* Second floor flat 

* Communal hall 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Parking space EPC=B 

Offers in excess of £90,000 


Hoosen Close 

* Link detached bungalow 

* Two bedrooms & bathroom 

* Lounge/dining area 

* Garage and driveway parking 

* Part double glazed * Gas boiler heating 
radiators 

* Most desirable location EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £215,000 







Churchill Drive 

* Tastefully presented semi-detached house 

* Through lounge with French doors to gardens 

* Superb fitted kitchen/dining room 

* 3 bedrooms * Well appointed bathroom 

* Fitted cloakroom * Utility room * Enclosed 
pleasant gardens * Extensive driveway parking 

* A must view property EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Chantry Drive 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Two bedrooms, bathroom, lounge, fitted 
kitchen. 

* Side garage 

* Gas boiler heating radiators. 

EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £159,995 


Balholm 

Mucklow Hill 

* Second floor flat 

* Three bedrooms 

* Communal gardens 

* Good sized living room 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £165,000 


Cradley Road 

* Traditional style semi detached house 

* Lounge/dining room * Kitchen 

* Fitted Cloakroom * Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with corner bath 

* Large garage 

* Gas boiler heating radiators, double glazed 
windows EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Quinton 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Brierley Hill 








Apsley Road 

* Semi detached house in need of general 
modernisation 

* Living room and dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Good sized rear garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Hawthorn Croft 

* Semi detached house 

* Utility area and downstairs wc 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Small garage/store EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Lyncourt Grove 

* Traditional style semi-detached house 

* Extended Kitchen and living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Small garage 

* Large rear garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Apsley Road 

* Extended three bedroom house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Fantastic kitchen/breakfast room 

* Downstairs wc 

* Single garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £239,950 


Pound Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Recently re-planned and modified 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three Bedrooms 
EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Westfield Road 

* Detached House 

* Three reception rooms 

* Kitchen * Conservatory 

* Downstairs wc * Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with shower 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Smethwick 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Oldbury Tividale 






Edgbaston Road 

* Good sized terrace house 

* Sitting room and living room 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Three good sized bedrooms 

* Good sized rear garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


The Hide New John Street 

* Brand new semi-detached bungalow 

* 2 Bedrooms, shower room * Fitted kitchen with 
oven and hob * Lounge with French doors to 
gardens * Double Glazed windows, gas boiler 
heating radiators * Off road parking for two 
vehicles * Completion anticipated March/April 
2015 EPC=C 

£135,000 


Dog Kennel Lane 

* Detached house 

* Fitted cloakroom 

* Two reception rooms 

* Study/lobby aarea 

* Bedroom one with en-suite 

* Three further bedrooms 

* Good size rear garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £349,950 


Gibbet Hill 

* Split level detached house 

* Open plan living space 

* Fitted cloakroom 

* Four bedrooms 

* En suite shower room 

* Utility 

* Double garage EPC =C 

Offers in the region of £337,499 


Do you live in a leasehold house or flat? 

If so at some stage you will have to consider buying the freehold 
interest or extending your existing lease. The fundamental problem 
will be if your prospective purchaser needs a mortgage and there is 
less than 70 years available this is likely to affect the saleability and 
the value. 


Scriven & Co. can advise you on all aspects 
of purchasing your freehold or extending your j M 
lease to your flat. We may well save you 
money in the process. 

For further details contact * ■ 

Kevin Davis MRICS on 0121 506 6961 
for an initial consultation. 


Quarry Bank 


TO LET 


Tipton TO LET 


Cradley Heath TO LET 


Halesowen TO LET 






24A High Street 

* Self contained first floor flat * One bedroom 

* Good sized living room * Electric radiator 
heating * UPVC double glazing to windows 

* Convenient location close to Merry Hill 

* EPC =F 

Monthly rent of £265+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


9 Old Port Close 

* Ground floor flat on Canal side development 

* One bedroom with fitted wardrobe * Open plan 
kitchen/living room * Double glazed windows 

* Night storage heating * Car space * DSS 
considered * Available Now! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £350+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


32 Spinners End Drive 

* Bungalow style flat * One bedroom 

* Kitchen with appliances 

* Living room with electric fire 

* DG windows & Night storage heating 

* Allocated car space * EPC = D 
Monthly rent of £365+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


112 Apperley Way 

* First floor flat having double bedroom 

* Fitted kitchen with some appliances 

* Bathroom with shower over bath 

* GCH & DG windows * Great location on 
popular estate * Available Now! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £395+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


Halesowen TO LET 


w- xm r L w T 



31A Belgrave Road 

* Modern end terrace house 

* Redecorated & improved * 2 bedrooms 

* Fitted kitchen with oven, hob & hood 

* Gas boiler/radiator heating system 

* Side garage * EPC=D 

Monthly rent of £550+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


Oldbury TO LET 



4 Kings Court Apsley Road 

* First floor apartment * Two bedrooms 

* Kitchen with host of appliances 

* Gas heating system & DG windows 

* Gated allocated parking space 

* Available late March * EPC=B 
Monthly rent of £585+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 




atla 
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Certificated for the provision 
of residential & commercial 
valuations and estate a; 




Member of 


~ :JJ J 

Agency Network 


A member of 


• Scriven*co*uk 
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YOUR MOVE 


your-move.co.uk 


Genuinely helpful. 




HALESOWEN [ £170,000 



QUINTON | £149,950 


• Extended Semi Detached EPC Rating E 

• 2 Reception Conservatory Large Kitchen 

• Four Bedrooms and Family Bathroom 

• Garage, Driveway Large Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Detached Bungalow EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Shower Room W/c 

• Garage Drive Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Three Storey Town House EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Conservatory Kitchen Cloaks Wc 

• 4 Bedrooms En-suite Family Bathroom 

• Off Road Parking Front and Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating F 

• Two Reception Kitchen Bathroom 

• Three Bedrooms Separate W/c 

• Driveway Garden To the Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Semi Detached EPC Rating D 

• Through Lounge/Dining Room Kitchen 

• Four Bedrooms Downstairs Bathroom 

• Drive To The Front Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



• Modern Detached EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Detached Garage Driveway Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Modern End Town House EPC Rating C 

• Lounge-Diner Fitted Kitchen Cloaks W/c 

• Three Bedrooms bathroom W/c 

• Two Car Drive Garden To The Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Large End Terrace EPC Rating D 

• Open Lounge/Diner Fitted Kitchen W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room W/c 

• Driveway Side Storage Area Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 

• Four Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Dining Kitchen Cloakroom W/c 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Gardens To The Front and Rear 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 



OLDBURY | £75,000 



WOODGATE | £70,000 


QUINTON | £70,000 



• Grd Floor Retirement Apartment EPC 
Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen Two Bedrooms 
Bathroom W/c 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Ground Floor Flat EPC Rating D 

• Open Plan Living/Dining Room Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Ground Floor Flat EPC Rating D 

• Lounge/Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom Shower Room W/c 

• Shared Rear Garden No Upward Chain 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Retirement Apartment EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen 2 Bedrooms Bathroom 

• Phone Entry System Emergency Chords 

• Non Allocated Secure Parking Area 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Retirement Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen Bedroom Bathroom 

• Phone Entry System Emergency Chords 

• Non Allocated Secure Parking Area 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 




ROWLEY REGIS | £475 



ROWLEY REGIS | £425 



• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Fitted Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Front and Rear Gardens 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Two Floor Maisonette EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Dining Kitchen To Ground Floor 

• Two Bedrooms Shower Room Sep W/c 

• Garage In A Separate Block. 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Ground Floor Flat EPC Rating E 

• Lounge Kitchen 2 Bedrooms Bathroom 

• Non Allocated Parking Area 

• Immediate Availability 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Second Floor Apartment EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/C 

• Allocated Parking Area 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


• Ground Floor Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Open Plan Lounge/Diner and Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• Allocated Parking Immediate Availability 

quinton@your-move.co.uk 
0121 421 7766 


We help a customer move into their new home 
every five minutes. Let us help you too. 


includes sales and lettings. 

13 facebook.com/yourmoveuk ^ twitter.com/yourmove_uk 
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DRIVETIME” 



Harnessing 
the sun to 
make cars 
glow in dark 


By James Parker 


Nissan has become the first manufacturer to 
apply glow-in-the-dark car paint to showcase 
how its market-leading, all-electric LEAF is 
helping more and more people convert to so¬ 
lar energy at home. 

The manufacturer worked with inventor, Hamish 
Scott, creator of STARPATH, which is a spray-applied 
coating that absorbs UV energy during the day so 
that it glows for between eight and 10 hours when the 
sun goes down. 

While glowing car paint is already available, as are glow- 
in-the-dark car wraps, the bespoke, ultraviolet-energised 
paint created especially for Nissan is unique thanks to its 
secret formula made up of entirely organic materials. It 
contains a very rare natural earth product called Strontium 
Aluminate, which is solid, odourless and chemically and bi¬ 
ologically inert. 

Various third-party companies have applied non-organic 
glow-in-the-dark paint to vehicles before but Nissan is the 
first car maker to directly apply such technology. Nissan’s 
unique paint, if made commercially available, would last for 
25 years. 

With running costs of just two pence* or less per mile to 
run, the UK’s 7,500 plus Nissan LEAF owners have reported 
significant savings and are using the money they save on 
a wide variety of items; among the more popular of these 
are solar panels for the home, which decreases the house¬ 
hold carbon footprint and means owners are also effectively 
charging their vehicle for free. 

Research revealed recently by Nissan showed that 89% 
of LEAF owners charge their cars at home overnight. Al¬ 
though solar panels do not store energy or provide it out¬ 
side of daylight, any leftover power generated during the 
day is fed back into the national grid and homeowners can 
get a Government payment for it, meaning that the overnight 
charge is already paid for. 

LEAF owner Ian Finch is one of those who has combined 
the savings offered by running an all-electric vehicle with so¬ 
lar panels to power his home. 

“Running the Nissan LEAF costs a sixth of the amount 
we’d pay to run a diesel or petrol car,” he said. “Overall, we 
are probably using 25% less electricity thanks to our solar 
panels and it’s a fantastic experience to be able to drive the 
LEAF using electricity that’s been produced completely for 
free.” 

To hear more on LEAF charging using solar energy, see 
the full interview with Ian here: http://youtu.be/xM9XRn1am- 
qQ 

Nissan Motor GB Limited EV manager, Paul O’Neill, said: 
“The Nissan LEAF is a shining beacon of sustainability and 
the future of motoring. Not only is it saving our customers 
money in running costs but it we are now seeing how it is 
helping people become more environmentally sensitive by 
reducing their carbon footprint.” 

See more of Nissan’s glow-in-the-dark car by viewing 
http://youtu.be/nKj2sEpg1xg 
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Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

59 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Blue Only 1771 Miles £5,995.00 

61 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto Only 2300 Miles £9,995.00 

13 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Bronze Only 3000 Miles £9,995.00 

61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver Only 4000 Miles £11,495.00 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Excl Red Only 5000 Miles £7,995.00 

60 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Red Only 5000 Miles £6,995.00 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Blue Only 6000 Miles £8,795.00 

61 Verso 1.6 V-Matic T2 7 Seats Blue Only 8000 Miles £8,995.00 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles £7,995.00 

61 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Silver Only 9000 Miles £7,995.00 

13 Suzuki Swift 1.2 SZ2 Grey Only 9000 Miles £7,495.00 

63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles £12,995.00 

11 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red Only 10000 Miles £10,795.00 

61 Micra 1.2 Acenta Silver Only 10000 Miles £6,495.00 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exc Red Only 11000 Miles £7,995.0® j 

61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dyn Silver Only 11000 Miles £6,995.061 


Citroen 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Black 38k 

57 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 52k 
63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI A/D VTR+ Grey 25k 

61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 27k 

61 C4 G Picasso 1,6HDi VTR+ EGS Silver 21 k 

61 DS3 1.6 DStyle Auto Blue 15k 

Ford 

12 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Silver 18k 

60 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr Red 22k 
10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41 k 

09 Mondeo 2.0 TDCI Zetec 140 Silver 77k 

Nissan 

61 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 19k 
06 Micra 1.2 S Auto Silver 71k 
61 Note 1.4 N-Tec Red 20k 

08 Note 1.6 Acenta R Auto Red 26k 
61 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 24k 


Renault 

61 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto Blue 15k 

61 Gr Modus 1.6 Dyna Auto Ice Blue 24k 

Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Exp Auto Stone 22k 
Kangoo 1.6 Wheel/Chair Access Auto Red 15k 
Megane 1.6 Dyn Coupe Cab Silver 30k 
Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Silver 15k 
Vauxhall 

08 Astra 1.6 Twin Top Red 
12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k 
Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Grey 14k 
Meriva 1.7 CDTI 130 SE White 16k 
Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 25k 
Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Black 89k 
Other 

12 Hyundai 110 1.2 Classic Red 24k 
60 Lotus Evora 4 3.5 V6 +2 Silver 30k 
11 Mini One 1.6 Orange 12k 
10 Mitsubishi Colt 1.3 CZ2 Auto Silver 34k 
05 VW Polo 1.4 Twist 3dr Silver 52k 


11 

60 

07 

61 


61 

61 

11 

05 


co.uk 


£5,995.00 

£5,995.00 

£7,995.00 

£8,995.00 

£3,795.00 

£8,795.00 

£3,695.00 

£7,995.00 

£7,995.00 

£7,795.00 

£6,295.00 

£1,995.00 

£5,295.00 

£30,495.00 

£8,995.00 

£4,795.00 

£3,295.00 


Peugeot 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access Vapour Grey 22k 

59 308 1.6 GT Coupe Cab Blue 25k 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGC Grey 24k 

61 3008 1.6 HDi Exclusive Grey 16k 

10 Partner 1.4 Wh/Chair Access Silver 14k 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


£6,995.00 

£5,295.00 

£12,995.00 

£9,995.00 

£10,495.00 

£8,995.00 

£7,995.00 

£7,495.00 

£7,495.00 

£5,495.00 

£9,795.00 

£2,995.00 

£6,995.00 

£4,795.00 

£10,995.00 

£6,795.00 

£8,995.00 

£8,995.00 

£8,495.00 

£10,995.00 

£5,995.00 


You Can 


Drive Away 

From 


£150 Per Month 
Personal Contract Plan 

8.5% APR 

Representative 



v Alloy Wheels 

Cruise Control 
Rear Parking Sensors 

Only £100 Cash Deposit 

Representative Example, C4 G Picasso A061 JBX, Cash Price £9995 Cash Deposit £100, P/X £1422.73 
Total Deposit £1522.73. Balance £8472.27. Acceptance Fee £199, Option To Purchase Fee £199, 

48 Payments Of £150Foliowed By One Final Payment Of £3081.25. APR 8.5% Representative. / 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Halesowen Autos • IL* 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


1 

[3l 

09/09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

66k, Silver with Black Roof, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player 

£6495 / £32 Per Week 

m 

10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 

3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 

m 

09/58 Alfa Romeo MiTo 1.6 JTDM Lusso 

Diesel, 54k, Red, Leather,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 

Uf 

07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi DieselVTR+ 

7 seater, 71 k, Beige, Panoramic Roof,Alloys, CD 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

Era 

04/54AudiA4Sport l.9TDi 130 

Diesel Automatic, 72k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con 

£4995 / £29 Per Week 

IKF* a 

1 09/09Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXI 

5dr, 46k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 

p 

07/07 Ford Fusion I.6TDG Plus 

Diesel, 48k, Silver, *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 

w 

08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 lOOhp 

39k, *L0W INSURANCE* Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 

nn 

2007/07 Citroen Xsara Picasso l.6HDi 92hpVTX 

Diesel, 57k, Blue Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 



08/08Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 

*0NLY 28k MILES* *L0W INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £20 Per Week 

JL 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.2 16v (79bhp) Acenta+ 
3dr,48k, Grey Metallic,*L0W INSURANCE* Air Con 

£3995 / £18 Per Week 


07/57Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 

151 k, Blue, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con, CD, Climate Pack 

£3995 / £18 Per Week 


07/07Suzuki Swift 1.3 GL 

*0NE OWNER* 47k, Burnt Orange, CD Player, E/Windows 

£3995 / £28 Per Week 


05/05Honda Civic 1.6 Sport 

3dr, 83k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3295 / £24 Per Week 

EZ 

07/57 KiaPicanto l.l LS 

53k, Silver,*L0W INSURANCE* *0NE OWNER* CD Player 

£2995 / £17 Per Week 

ui 

04/54 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Energy 

5dr, 74k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£2195 / £17 Per Week 

ZJk 

02/52 Rover 75 2.5 V6 Connoisseur 

52k, Burgundy, 2 Owners, Leather, Alloys, Electric Pack 

£1995 / £19 Per Week 


03/03 MG ZS+ 1.8 Stepspeed AUTOMATIC 

65k, Green, Alloys, Half Leather, Park Sensors 

£1695 / £15 Per Week 


Finance example: 07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Diesel VTR, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 12% 
APR, 60 Payments of £102.71 (£23.70 per week) Total amount payable £6462.26(Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 




FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


DRIVETIME 



Almost 50 years in business 


Wolverhampton Mazda is in¬ 
troducing new low-cost ser¬ 
vicing for Mazda cars over 
three years and up to 10 
years old. 

Firstly, cars undergo a health check 
to ascertain what tasks need to be 
carried out. The result of the check is 
then discussed with car owners before 
work proceeds on an oil service and 
any other tasks required. Fixed prices 
are offered wherever possible. 

This unique approach benefits all 
customers, especially those who drive 
very low or very high mileages, and 
technicians can tailor the work re¬ 
quired rather than perform a ‘one fits 
all’ schedule service which saves cus¬ 
tomers money whilst maintaining cars 
to the highest level. 

Over the years Wolverhampton 
Mazda has gained an enviable repu¬ 


tation for delivering quality service and 
workmanship. 

The company was founded by Den¬ 
nis Bunning, a motorcycle racer from 
Stafford with a collection of more than 
90 vintage motorcycles. Dennis spent 
more than 48 years in the motor indus¬ 
try, owning dealerships holding sever¬ 
al franchises. 

Now retired, Dennis has hand¬ 
ed over Wolverhampton Mazda to 
his grandson Aaron Bunning. Aaron 
works closely with experienced dealer 
principal Roy Tallam, who first joined 
Dennis at Stafford Mazda in 1999. To¬ 
gether they ensure that all customers 
gain the best possible service. 

Roy prefers to advise customers 
on which car is most suitable for their 
particular needs rather than simply sell 
them a car. This means that custom¬ 
ers buy a car they’ll enjoy owning and 
which matches their lifestyle. 


Connections with motor racing are 
strong at Wolverhampton Mazda and 
this drives the team’s enthusiasm and 
passion for everything they do. When 
visiting you’ll see a rare display of AJS 
Motorcycles, all made in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. It makes each visit to Willenhall 
Road a truly unique experience. 

This independent family-run busi¬ 
ness employs a team of friendly staff, 
with many involved in motorsport, and 
sharing the company’s enthusiasm for 
its motorsport heritage. 

Roy Tallam says: “Why not give us 
a call, get a quote, book your car ser¬ 
vicing and where possible, we’ll offer 
free collection and delivery around 
Stafford, Stone, Eccelshall, Penkridge, 
Rugeley, Cannock, Hednesford and 
Wolverhampton WV1.” 

Pictured: Aaron Bunning with 
grandfather Dennis Bunning and Roy 
Tallam 



Way of Life! 

SWIFT SZ-L 

™"£145 

PER MONTH* ON PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE 



AVAILABLE ON SUZUKI 
PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE 

Sporting edgy Cool White highlights, a rear spoiler and LED 
daytime running lights, the Swift SZ-L demands to be looked 
at. Admire the nimble handling, top-class safety and low 
running costs, and your eyes won’t want to stop staring. 
*Offer subject to an initial payment of £1,740 followed by 41 
rentals of £145. Based on 6,000 miles per annum. 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen West Midlands B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 



✓Bumper scuffs ✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 



Official fuel consumption figures for the Suzuki Swift SZ-L mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km): Urban 
46.3 (6.1), extra urban 64.2 (4.4), combined 56.5 (5.0), C02 emissions 116g/km 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. All 
rentals include VAT. Visit your local Suzuki Dealership for other payment options on the entire range of Suzuki vehicles. Suzuki Personal 
Contract Hire is a trading style provided by Lex Autolease Ltd registered in England and Wales number 1090741. Registered office: 25 
Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Applicants must be over 18 and a UK resident. Ownership of the vehicle remains with the finance 
company and the vehicle must be handed back at the end of the term. The offer above is available from participating Authorised 
Suzuki Dealers only. The Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. This offer is available from 
1st January 2015 to 31st March 2015. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Suzuki Financial Services. 


nr ** 



ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

lost & found 

LOST— Tue, Feb 10, gold bangle, 
Wombourne Library car park / 
M&S car park, Merry Hill, senti¬ 
mental. Reward. 01902 326975. 


I-"\ 



LUNAR LEXON EBL, 2005, end 
bedroom, L shaped lounge, 2 
awnings, motormover, good condi¬ 
tion, extras, £5,800. 07779 890165. 


SWIFT CONQUEROR 570 

4 berth, single axle, fixed bed, 
end bathroom, wet central 
heating system, microwave, 
solar panel, alarm, motor 
mover, extras include Astex TV. 
£17,999 ono. 

07772 724975. 


MOTORHOME WANTED 

Any make or model. 
With or without damp. 
Ring for details. 

Cash waiting 

07748 

256255. 



-JtL 

WILLERBY RIO GOLD 

2012 model, 28 x 12ft, 2 bed, 
DG, CH, galvanised chassis 
and steps, connected to 
services, TV aerial fitted, 
external meter reader, quality 
caravan in excellent condition, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal Som¬ 
erset Village, Family owned and 
dog friendly park by the sea. 

Genuine sale. 

Priced to sell £18,650. 
07801 734823, 01934 412680. 



L Home & 
Services 


SELL YOUR 

ITEMS 


Fast, Easy and Local 
Furniture, kitchen appliances, 
gardening equipment etc etc 
We have a package to suit 
every budget. 

Packages start from as little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


CREAM LEATHER 3 piece suite, 
excellent condition, £100. 07838 
579568. 

PINE BEDROOM FURNITURE. 

Two wardrobes, chest of drawers, 
bedside cabinet, bookcase. Solid 
pine. Good condition. £450 ono. 
01902 326825. 


DINKY TOYS WANTED, Corgi, Tria- 
ag Spot-ON, Britains, Airfix, scalex- 
tric.pre 1970 annuals Rupert, 
Beano, Dandy. 01902 745598 



MAGAZINE FROM 1920S 
WANTED 

Wanted The Great Highway, 
any number of copies and in 
any condition by private 
collector. £50 per copy paid. 

Please contact Steve 
023 80879361. 


MAMOD STEAM Engines/Trains 
wanted all conditions/descriptions, 
Dinky,Corgi Spot-on diecast vehi¬ 
cles. 01902 745598. 

OLD POCKET or wrist watches 
wanted, good or broken, collections 
or parts. Also medals. 

Telephone 01746 765278. 


WANTED GENTS WRIST 
WATCHES 

All makes and models. 
Working or broken. 

07979 020256. 



WANTED 

OLD SILVER COINS 

Single or Several. 
Victorian. Edward, George. 
Will collect. 


Best cash paid. 
Call John 07973 
211468. 


SCHOOL TUITION 

jpport wanted for girl aged 15 
ith learning difficulties, help 


with homework, IT and 
social interaction. 
Goldthorn Park area. 

07952 482248/01902 546546. 



FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
yourtoe nails? Call fora home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 

GO GO SCOOTER folds to fit in boot, 
hardly used, as new, cost £1,000 
will accept £500 ono. 

01384562233. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-x 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



\ ALL CARAVAN S \ 
WANTED 

l Any Age or Condition \ 

l *CASH* ! 
| *WAITING* j 

: Immediate collection * 
: Call Bob on 07787 833833: 


1 / 

HOHNER2 


2Vz Row. Button Key Accordian 
in Pearl Grey, complete with 
original Hohner branded hard 
case. £300. 


Hohner Club Mark 3M. 

5 coupler 2'k row button key 
accordian in red. Complete with 
original Hohner case. £350. 
Both excellent condition. 
Both in perfect working 
order. 


FOR SALE 

Cheap 10ft wide 3 bedroom 
/8 berth static caravan 


ONE OWNER 
FROM NEW, £6,995 

Site fees paid for 2015 season 
Sited on Ty Mawr Holiday Park, 
Towyn, North Wales. Fantastic 
facilities, live entertainment 
every night, kids club. Adventure 
playground, multi-sports courts. 
Indoor heated swimming pool with 
flume and lots more 
Family circumstances have caused the 
sale. We have loved our caravan and all 
the great times we have had at the park 

Call 07946 350132 


for more information 


BAILEY PAGEANT CHAMPAIGN 

Tourer, 4 berth, in immaculate con¬ 
dition, 2002. £4,000 ono. Please 
call 01562 631967. 


FIAT DUCATO Auto Stratus, 1989, 
2.0L, 21ft, 5-berth, MoT November 
8, Canopy, Siamma awnir 
£7,200 ono. 01384 273177. 


LUNAR FREELANDER 2006 

Luxury caravan 4-berth, single 
axle, fixed end bed, motor 
mover, CD Radio, built in 
microwave, full awning and 
many extras. 

£7,500 ono. 

01902 674953. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 


01902 897954. 


HOHNER ACCORDION 

Hohner Club 3M Accordion. 
5 couplers. Excellent condition. 
Original case. 

£400 ono. 

01902 764744. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 



ClassifiedAds 


Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


WARDROBE Treble, 4 drawer 
chest, 2 drawer chest, good guality. 
Bargain £380.01902 847367. 



BEKO DOUBLE OVEN white 
cooker, as new, £200 ono. 

01902 734413. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


MUSHROOM COMPOST, Bags: 
£17.50, 10 £30, 20 £50, 70 £150. 
Delivered. 01386 442882. 

eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 



RAILWAY SLEEPERS 


Ideal for your garden projects. 
L8.5ft, WlOins, D5ins. Free 
delivery within 5 mile radius 
(Great Barr). 

£ 20 . 

07552 428888. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ALUMINIUM DOMESTIC ladders, 
14 rung, 12ft double, little used, 
£50. Please call Perton 01902 
751439.07860 721087. 

COLLECTIONof 500 to 600 Jigsaw 
puzzles. Adults and Childrens, 
varied assortment. Offers around 
£1 each. 01562 745711. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 




service 

V___ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wail mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


gardening ^ 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


^_ blinds _J 

IPSEi] 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk^ 

carpet & upholstery^ 

^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 



SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


removals 

v _ 


ABLE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


V. 


\ 

skip hire 


JiLirz 

225a 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


mEEMmE 



GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


roofing 


_/\ 

PGS Roofing 

All roofing work covered 



Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

"N 

house clearances 

v___ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

painters / ' 

i decorators 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


QUALITY Standard Poodle puppies 
available now, Black, white, 
possibly 1 silver, boys £400, 
girls £450. Very sociable. Vet 
checked and inoculated. Good with 
other dogs. Grooming advice 
available. Mother lives with us. 

07788 713882. 01902 845245. 


SPECIAL HOMES WANTED 
BUSTER 6 year old Jack 
Russell X Yorkie tri colour 
MAX 5year old border Collie, 
failed working dog 
MEG Border collie 9 years, 
lovely mature girl 
MONTY Jack Russ x pat- 
terdale, scruffy dog, 2yrs 
ROXY 3 year old pug jack 
russell 

LUCY Black.white medium 
chunky girl, 2 years collie x 
medium sized, 

MINNIE Liver and white spaniel 
x pug, 16mths affectionate 
funny girl 

COLLIE pups & other dogs 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 



THIS SPACE 



AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BUTCH 

SPECIAL HOME NEEDED 

Lovely Yorkie Boy, seven years 
old. Butch has got a super tem- 
perment and he loves his walks 
and a comfy lap to cuddle up on. 
Butch needs his special home 
due to his ill health of his owner. 
01384 252158 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 
FOREST DOG RESCUE 
Rehoming - 

Sky - Border Collie, female, 

10mths. Floss - Terrier, 
female, lOyrs. Sasha - Staffie 
X, female, 3yrs. Bella - X 
Breed, female, 3yrs. Rex - 
Boxer X, male, 3yrs. Gloria - 
Staffie X, female, lOmths. Sam 
- Collie, male, 6yrs. Blade - 
Lurcher, male, 2yrs. Mylo - 
Staffie, male, lOyrs. Rollo - 
Lurcher, male, 4yrs. Stewie - 
Terrier, mate, 2yrs. 

01299 269181 or 07564 
262371 www.forest-dogres- 
cue. 
org.uk 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS TO LET 


1500sq ft and 2400sq ft, 
Brierley Hill town centre 

Good Rates. Contact anytime 
and please leave message 

01746 710179. 




Property 


MBMEjOSSHHH 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BURROWS CROFT, BILSTON One 

bedroom flat deposit / references 
required, no DHSS, no pets, pre¬ 
ferred age 45 plus. 07949 641711. 
GREENLAWNS, TIPTON. Bedsits 
with ensuite. One bedroom Flat. 
DSS accepted. Call 0121 427 5478 
or 07833 532982. 

MODERN TWO bed terrace, CH, 
DG, Brierley Hill, £475pcm. 

07748 941611. 

ONE BED flat, Pennfields, W-ton. 
unfurnished, double glazing, DSS 
ok. Call or text 07754 076795. 

ONE BED FLAT Wolverhampton, 
CH, DG, £90pw. No pets. 
07561 110108. 


THREE BED semi detached, Stow 
Heath Lane, Wolverhampton. 
£575pm. 07986 439677. 



TWO BUNGALOWS 


SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 
£265,000. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 



FLAT FOR SALE 

Ready to move into, well main¬ 
tained flat. Own entrance, 
stairs to first floor, double 
bedroom, living room, newly 
fitted wet room and kitchen, 
dining area. Plenty of storage 
space, double glazing, electric 
heating. 

Bargain for quick sale 
£45,000 

Phone 07971763891 



WELSHPOOL 


Superb Chalet bungalow. 3 
beds, gas central heating. Site 
fees paid until Sept 2015. Must 
see to appreciate the location. 

£75,000 ono. 

01772 683438. 



SMALL PIECE OF LAND 
WANTED URGENTLY FOR 
LOCAL ANIMAL CHARITY 

1 - 2 acres within 15 miles of 
Kidderminster. 

Cash waiting. 

Please call 

01562 741233 /07722 813103. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 26, 2015 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


properties wanted 



Wolverhampton 

properties 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 

■ Any condition 


01902 628060 or 0800 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


we can buy 
your house in 


Subject to terms 




SELL FAST 


y Property investor needs 


properties in your area 


y Cash payments 

AND GET 

y We will cover all your 
fees 

A BETTER 

y Quicker service 

PRICE 

01922 689023 


0800 731 1160 



BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 


24 hrs 

082 1718 01908 


PllIK • 

run by women * 

0800 169 1118 call free 


No Fees* < 

Any property < 
Any condition < 
Free confidential 


, Any area* 

' Repossessions stopped 
1 Deceased estates 





1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


stop r 

WE RAY MORIS £ 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first - highest prices paid 

Telephone 

01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


□ oacaiiG 

pay 100% of purchase price 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


+SICK 

I of trying to sell yoor hoose 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Ol 922 689023 


1 



Call now for the best price on your house 


etter 

ash 

deal 



Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast complei 

0800 066 5558 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 44 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 



1 Need Fast Cash? 1 

FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

Buying property since 1984 

SbestoffefB 

YOUR HOUSE 

0800 077 8808 
01384 226087 

0800 500 3109 
k. 01902 628060 A 




CALLTODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


1 01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


Bf Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
0^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 


F 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


07756 022973. 


FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 



Wle guarante e to beat any like for like quote! 

•Probate Estates Welcome 
OflkwQOD >Houses bought in ANY condition •Mortgages/ Loans Cleared 


www.oakwood-ftomebuyers.com 


FREEPHONE 


Legal fees PAID | 

TTBijjj 121 an 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


^nendlyJocaU|^^ to help you 7 days a week. Est. 1O^earsJ 
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Jobs 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

" • Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


f— — SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS" 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


full time - general 


NATIONWIDE 


Description 

FULL TIME FIRE / SECURITY ALARM ENGINEER 

permanent position. 

Security / Fire alarm engineer to service and install security / fire alarm 
systems and equipment, verifying system performance, testing and servicing 
to latest standards and maintaining records, must have a good working 
knowledge of BS5839. 

Duties include security / fire alarm installations, servicing and maintenance, 
must have full clean driving licence and be willing to travel. 

Salary depending on experience 

Career level required Experienced 2+ years 

Education required CSE or equivalent 

Contact: 0121 559 4969 Email: jobs@nationwidecctv.co.uk 

































































































































ClassffiedAds 


full time - general 



All Electric Garages Group Pic is a friendly, family run business.... 
And are currently recruiting at our Skoda dealership in Kings Heath, Citroen 
& Hyundai dealership in Kidderminster and Isuzu dealership in Stourbridge 
for the following positions: 

EXPERIENCED CAR SALES 
EXECUTIVES 

We are looking for ambitious, self motivated individuals to work within a 
vibrant sales environment, dealing with new and used car sales. 

Computer literacy is essential and the successful candidates will benefit 
from excellent working conditions, extensive training, and a company car. 

If you are interested please email your C.V. to 
tina.croot@allelectric.co.uk or call 01384 429356 



RETHINK RESOURCES LTD 

are a training provider based in 
Halesowen who are currently 
recruiting the following: 

APPRENTICE SALES 
ADMINISTRATOR 


Required to call and offer 
national organisations funded 
training. Some administration 
work to be carried out. 

SALES ADMINISTRATOR 


Previous telesales experience 
preferred, please note you will 
not be selling anything all of 
our training is fully funded. 

Please apply to Gail Wood, 
Managing Director by 
sending your CV to 
gail@rethinkresources.co.uk 
or calling 0121 550 5800. 
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Motoring 



2002, 79k miles, 3 owners, full 
service history, MoT, grey, 
225bhp model, S-Line, red 
leather interior, xenons, heated 
seats, Bose sound, Bluetooth. 

£4,995 ono. 

07403 499568. 


i ££LL^NGjj 

YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


FORD MONDEO 2.0 DIESEL AUTO 

10 reg, silver, full history, 100K, 
good condition £5,995 ono. 

07733 272900. 



MERCEDES ML270 CDi 
INSPIRATION AUTO 
DIESEL. 

May 2003. Leather Interior. 
Superb throughout. 

New fuel injectors discs and 
pads. 

138k. Drives like new. 

4 months MOT. 

£3,850 ono. 

07967 779910. 


MINI COOPER, 2005, 84,000 miles, 
black, excellent condition, Iona 
MoT, 4 good tyres, spotlights, half 
leather, £3,500 ono. 

01902 864206. 


NISSAN MICRA INITIA 

2007,33,500 miles, red, electric 
windows, air bag, fsh, MoT, 
central locking, two owner, pas, 
CD, exellent condition. 

£2,750 ono. 

01384 370931. 


TOYOTA HI-LUX SURF, 3rd Gen, 
Top of range, silver, 3.0 diesel, 4x4, 
MoT ten months, no rust, £2,000. 
(NC)01299 832156/07742 835429 
VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 Exclusive, 
60 plate, 5-dr, grey metallic, petrol, 
56,000 miles, good condition. 
£5,500. 07824 104753. 
VAUXHALL CORSA 2008, 35,500 
miles, red, ABS, EW, Air bag, EM, 
FSH, long MoT, CL, £3,450 ono. 
07952 035164. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
TOURER ELITE 


2.0CDTI, automatic, FDSH, 
46k, black, heated and electric 
leather, sat nav, power tailgate, 
privacy glass, BiXenon lights. 
Climate. New rear tyres, DAB 
radio, warranty. 
Beautiful condition 
£12,000 
07971 365912. 


EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 
DESIGN 1.8 

5 door, 2007, 60,700 miles, 
silver blue, abs, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, air 
con, MoT, central locking, one 
owner, pas, electric sunroofs, 
CD. 

£2,650. 

07961 102969. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
EXCLUSIV 1.8 

Petrol. 63 reg, black metallic. 
Alloys. 1,100 miles. Perfect 
condition. 

Oft QQC 

01902 883116 or 
07873 791832 


HONDA ACCORD 2.0SE, 55, 

44,000 miles, silver blue, fsh, 
sunroof, alloys, excellent through¬ 
out, £3,900. 07976 479761. 




MAZDA 6 SAKATA 

2005. 49,000 miles. 
Sparkling silver. FSH. Full MoT. 
One owner from new. 

CD player. 

£2,750. 

07973 667965. 



MAZDA MX51.8S 


With hard top 53k miles full 
Mazda service history always 

B ed with summer use only 
j immaculate show car 
condition. 

£3,999 ovno 
Phone 07909 994373 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Zest, 2005, 3dr, 
electric blue, FSH, ABS, CD, EW, 
new MoT and clutch, £1,650. 01384 
258061 or 07759 237779. 


PEUGEOT 3008 Allure, 2011, red, 
1.6 diesel, auto, full glass roof, 
folding electric mirrors, 27,400 
miles, £8,250 ono. 01785 716292. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT BRAVO 80, 16v, W reg 2000, 
blue metallic, SR, 1 lady ownerfrom 
new, 37,000 miles, MoT, excellent 
condition, £595. 01902 895989. 

FIAT ULYSSE People carrier, 7 
seats, used daily, towbar, 5 months 
MoT, clean, 2 owners, R Reg., £395 
ono. 07740 174994. 

FORD GALAXY, T reg., excellent 
condition, MoT March 2015, very 
clean, seven seater, £750 ono. 
01902 731514. 

FORD KA 2001, MoT December, 
70,000 miles, very clean for year. 

£395. 

Call 07984 297114. 


PEUGEOT 206 INDEPENDENCE, 

2004, 3 door, hatchback, 58,300 
miles, red, 11 months MoT, stereo, 
CD. £1,495 ono. 07954 163237. 


PEUGEOT 306 ESTATE, 1999, 
silver, 1.9 Diesel, 65,000 miles, Oct 
2015, £600 ono. 01384 256413. 


PEUGEOT 307. 72,500 miles, MoT 
till Aug. 02 plate, alloy wheels, good 
runner. £775. 07531 819599. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
COMFORT 

2001, 70,000 miles, green, 6 
months MoT, central locking, 
sunroof, 2 owners. Excellent 
first car for someone. 

£650 ono. 

07957 561918. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 SXi CDTi 

Diesel, 2004, black, e/w, radio, cd, 
MoT’d. service history, alloys. 
£1,300 ono. 07954 419531. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



MERCEDES SPRINTER PICK-UP, 

Iwb, 313CDi, 60 reg, 14ft aluminium 
drop side body, white, very good 
condition £7.950. 07836 568903. 

VAUXHALL COMBO CLUB 1.7 D 

Van, W reg, 54,000 miles, needs 
some welding for MoT. £400 ono. 
01902 457611 / 07821 543258. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


YAMAHA SIGNUS 125 scooter, 61 
plate, in black, 12 months MoT, 
7,500 miles, very good condition, 
£1,399 ono. 07877 722908. 




MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 PR 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


A B SPARES 


Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110/0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings- 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 1 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


ALBERT ROBERT EYRE 
(otherwise BOB EYRE) 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of Waterside Nursing Home 
Dudley Road Tipton West Midlands DY4 
8EE (previously of 88 Coppice Road 
Cradley Heath West Midlands B64 7LW), 
who died on 01/10/2014, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
01/05/2015, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
GEORGE GREEN LLP 
195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T433B44 
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Personals 



FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 01216 202445 for full 
details. Discretion assured. 


GENTLEMAN, WELL OFF 

Late 50’s, own house and car. 
WLTM Lady between 40 and 60 
for meaningful relationship 
including all social activities. 

Box Number Cl 9703, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


GENUINE GUY, 53 

honest, caring, likes country 
walks, bowling, cinema, pubs, 
clubs, cosy nights in / out, 
holidays in UK, would like to 
share these things with the right 
person. 

Box Number PI 9706 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


* 

PROFESSIONAL FEMALE 
56 

Attractive, classy lady, non 
smoker, solvent, genuine and 
honest, loves dining out, 
theatre, cinema etc: 
Seeks special male, preferably 
tall, non smoker, 55-62 for 
friendship possibly more. 
Photograph appreciated 
(Returned). 

Please write to: 

Box Number PI 9700, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

SMART STRAIGHT LADY 
VERY YOUNG LATE 50’S 

Wishes to meet Girlie Friends 
for evenings out, cinema, 
socialising. Must be a car driver 
like myself. 

Wolverhampton / Essington/ 
Walsall areas. 

Box Number PI 9710, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


★ ★★ 

SOULMATE 

I am looking for a relationship 
long term hopefully with a trust¬ 
worthy and honest female. 
Mid to late 50’s. 

I am a friendly and easy going 
guy. 

Answering the advert is only 
one of many steps. 

A happy relationship should be 
built on giving and listening. 
Simples ! 

Box Number PI 9702 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


VERY YOUNG AT HEART 
GENTLEMAN, 69 

Not unattractive. 

With GSOH and varied 
interests seeks lady, 60-68 
years for companionship and 
friendship. 

Box Number PI 9707, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 




A PREMIER LEAGUE TEAM 
LOOKING FOR PLAYERS 
Perton and Codsall under 
15’s 

Are looking for experienced 
players to join the team. 
Currently in school year 10. 

Please contact Dan 
on 07912 686918. 



1 

a 

BOXING 

CODSALL LEISURE 
CENTRE 

Friday only, 6pm. 

We have a few spaces 
available. 

Simply turn up at Codsall 
Leisure Centre 

For more information 
07703 295548. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


LOOKING FOR MY SON 

Mr A Lewis, last seen in 
Wolverhampton. 

Please get in touch. 

Box Number PI 9701 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902 317878 



ClassffiedAds 



Choose your show , price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner 
option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for 
the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket and an overnight stay in a four- 
star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


start extraTRAVEL 


LONDON THEATRE 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Aerials 



LUKE’S local AE RIALS 

lip 0121 445 1382 R B P 

^"^^uke’s Mobile: 07864 590543*™^ 
NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
* SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


nms 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 




ING 


We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 


For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07950 904087 




□o you prepare 

Building 
Plans?? I 

If you want to advertise l _ 



Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 
and domestic 

For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


SM CARPENTRY &BUILDiG 

• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurbs^ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727*07879 



681591 



Computers 

i 

p _ _ _ . 

______________ 

. _ _ _ n 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC [ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

"CTeanjVpe^ 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 I 




POINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts „ 

For a free 
quote call Carl < 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Double Glazing 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Misled Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations@ 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


Driveways 


Decorating 


For all surfacing and 
Tarmac work 

• Paving and Driveways 
i Block Bricks and Tarmac Repairs 
• New Drives • Forecourts 
• Car Parks 
o Trading Estates 

For all enquiries 
please call 

M » 0800 696 5279 

^ K M: 07587 954073 



KLH 


Guilds 

Qualified 


DECORATIVE Fully Insured 

epninnpc All work guaranteed 
OElflflbEO Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


Red and Black Tarmac Drives 
Full Range of Block Paving 
Drainage Systems. Lawns and Fencing 
Garden Walls and Patios 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Electricians 


< K 5 V ^Wmter DeaHTT 

Is your fuseboard in need of 
an upgrade? 

Does your house wiring 
need an MOT? 

J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 

Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 

Call us today on 

(gBS 0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

for more information 
Register 31 Safety www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j .selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 

07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 


AM ELECTRICAL ”3 
SERVICES 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part'Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing ^Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 > 
07785 781652 


MSO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - — 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 




Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 
Soffits Fascias 




























































































































Fencing 


Gardening 



LBTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOl 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing ft Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on | 

913t4 242891 or 17970 300586 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply & install Repair Service 

All types of doors Remote Control Door: 

• Security Grills Made to Measure 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



Gardening 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 



Gas and Boiler Services 


To 

Q pg S Boilerj 
Service 



Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 




DHMSMUS 


For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


I 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Plasterer*? 

Need to prornctey° ur _ 

business, pleas ' iSaSHES! 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


C A Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
l %o /hvaIJL Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


0 


MOT 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting . 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


FREE QUOTES 

MasterCard ^Maestrol 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


Fireplace & Stove 
Installations 

Gas Fire 

Service & Repairs 
Stove 

Service & Repairs 


4 Kni g ht Gas 

' Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Nick's OAP 

Plastering I Dlscounts 
Services I 

" CERTIFIED 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 




CHIMNEYSWEEP 

www.tdcfires.co.uk 

07542919949 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Plumbing & Heating 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

V ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

/ •Bathrooms Suites 
1 [ • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

\ j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/All installations and repairs 
'— Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Property Maintenance 






★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

if All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
[ SERVICES 

( All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Local 

Specialists. 






Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOYEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

cu fan a, 'J'RSS ytote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 
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Friends 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELITElBL*flsficS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products EKpertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 



Specialists 


_nesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD _ 

| Friendly advise 
J from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

5 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 / 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories.^^^^^f 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABL 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 

CompleteJ3athroom: 
lg and I 



► Tiling and Plumbing" 11 " ■ 

► Kitchens and Conservatories 

, All work undertaken 
' ?a(te3<0!E[k<3gffl , i6^[!£ 

-o/rvn xvTv »)/tntnr^ fo^jTslTl ('* yrvrv * y 



Window Specialists 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 


SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 


It's Not Magic! It's Simply... 




Over 10 years 
_ _ _ experience 

Supplied & Fitted - All New Window, 
Doors & Conservatories 

• Locksmiths (24hr) • Broken Hinges 

• Handles • Misted Unit • Rubber Seals | 

• CONSERVATORY LEAKS 

• Guttering and Fascias 

• Building and Properly maintenance 

• Landlords/Commercial work undertaken 





YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

For a quick service from your 
mobile call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY 26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098 , eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 

Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416521 | 

GORGEOUS slim brunette lady 
5ft 5, seeks attractive man 30- 

46. Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4644639 | 

CHRISTINE 48, shy sensitive 
brunette looking for lively older 
male to make her smile again 
and bring back some passion. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416519| 

MATURE female seeks male 
penpal (any age) for literate 
friendship. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4647759 | 
BEAUTIFUL fulTfigured, down to 

earth black woman, 37, looking 
for some serious fun with an 
experienced, confident, older 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:416499 I 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
SINCERE lady, seeks similar 
gent, widower preferred, 60-67, 
5ft 6ins, so slightly taller than me, 
N/S, car owner and likes a dog. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416471 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416337| 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1953 Box No: 410291 
JUNE 50, beautiful, funny, warm, 
young looking blonde WLTM 
attractive down to earth male for 
no strings fun, laughter and love. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416299| 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. ACA. 

Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box 
No:409901 

SHELLY 36, tiny shy brunette 
seeks down to earth, sensitive, 
older male to snuggle up, share 
a bottle of wine with and pamper. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416235 | 

ALISON, 27 busty, shapely lady 
seeks fun only with broad mind¬ 
ed man. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1961 Box 416073 
KATHERINE~33, pretty blonde 

would love to get intimate with 
outgoing, fit guy who is also 
looking for fun relationship with 
no strings. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416197 | 
SUSIE, discreet married lady, 
young 36yrs seeks 

uncomplicated times with man 
any age or area, all texts 
answered. Box No: 4459437 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 |f 
FELICITY, professional female, 
32yrs, blonde, curvy, fun. Travels 
a lot and wltm chap for 
occasional fun on my travels. 
Box No: 4459438 
PAT 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
attractive, blonde hair, widow, 
seeking N/S, sincere gent for 
friendship and days out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416057 
LINDY, 43yrs young, married 
with husband away. Seeks 
discreet gent any age/area for no 
strings. Box No: 4459439 
ALICE 36, tall and slim with long 
brown hair, outgoing and sporty 
seeks funny, intelligent guy to 
share active days and cosy 
nights. Age/looks not important. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416087 1 


GEM 34yr old pretty brunette 
with lovely big eyes and nice 
skin, many interests, WLTM kind 
tallish male, 30-50yrs for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:415571 ® 

JENNI, sensual lady, 23yrs 
seeks mature experienced man 
for no strings, daytime fun. Box 
No:4459440 

DIANE 37, sensual, tactile and 
loving seeks tall male for 
interesting conversations and 
cosy intimate nights together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416085 | 

SALLY, 36yrs, married but 
husband works away seeks 
discreet gent any age for fun 
only. Box No: 4492484 
BRIDGET 48, voluptuous, 
seductive and very saucy, seeks 
male for lots of TLC and to make 
very happy in return. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416083 1 

SAMANTHA, solvent, sensual 
business women, 38yrs, travels 
a lot and seeks fun on the road. 
I'm married so please be 
discreet. Box No: 4495859 
ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, 
professional gent, GSOH, likes 
sports, socialising, good 
company, seeking female with 
GSOH for laughs, conversation 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415969 
JASMINE, 22yrs, seeks older 
gent for daytime meetings as she 
works a nightshift most days. 
Box No: 4495860 
ATTRACTIVE professional 
widow, 73, WLTM sincere caring 
gent, widower for friendship, 
meals in, conversation and to put 
a smile on our faces. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415951 
FIONA, young 32yrs, seeks 
uncomplicated fun with chap any 
age or area, texts only please, 
I'm nervous on the phone. Box 
No: 4495861 

KAREN 50, widow, 5ft 5ins, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 
seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415871 | 

RACHAEL, 36yrs, looking good 
for my age but need some 
daytime excitement. All text's 
answered. Box No: 4507091 



STEVEN 64, WLTM princess to 
see if the frog kiss really works, 
caring, considerate, N/S 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416417 
JAMES, 45yrs, solvent caring 
gent, recently divorced seeks 
genuine lady to wine and dine. 
Single mums welcome. Box No: 
4459441 

MALE seeking fun bubbly 
female, 21-30. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415473 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414991 | 

WIDOWER 70's, lonely, 
educated, well travelled, reliable, 
tactile, seeks fun, N/S lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416481 | 

BLUE eyed male, black hair, 6ft 
4ins, likes football, nights out, 
farming, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416341 | 

34YR old slim, dark haired, 
creative, adventurous, likes 
music, cycling and photography, 
seeks likeminded female to 

share fun and happiness with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 

PAUL 56, works part time, 

seeking nice lady, 55-65 with 
GSOH, honest, genuine and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416017 fjj) 

JAS 40, looking for attractive 
young female for good times and 
socialising. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415805 (§ 


MALE 69, laidback, easy going, 
GSOH, likes golf, nights in, 
seeking lady, 65-72 for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416029 | 

NICK 52, 6ft, slim, genuine, 
seeking slim female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:415881 ® 

GENT 53, 5ft 11 ins, brown eyes, 
distinguished, seeking attractive 
lady, 30-45 for discreet fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415809 I 

45YR old male, 5ft lOins, 
muscular, outgoing, 

adventurous, genuine, seeking 
lasting loving relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415873 | 

FIT 68yr old male, feels 40, looks 
30, genuine, seeks N/S female 
66-72 with GSOH to share fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415787 
ROY 6ft 2ins, late 50's, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414775 ® 

ALAN 49, seeks lady for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413757 


MALE 47, medium build, seeks 
female, 40-50 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415651 | 

SEAN looking for female to 
share a coffee, pub, clubs and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414549 I 
GENUINE friendly, N/S 
professional, honest gent, 
medium build, GSOH, good 
heart essential, seeks equivalent 
lady, 45-60 for company and 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414311 
MATURE male, 6ft, GSOH, fit, 
active, loving, honest, N/S, seeks 
female with similar qualities. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414261 | 

TRUSTWORTHY fitT active, 

caring, N/S, easy going male, 68, 
GSOH, seeks warm, genuine 
lady, 59-72 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414151 
EXTREMELY genuine! Lifers 

true gent, 54, slim, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, short hair, N/S, GSOH, 
seeks female, 41-52. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

413925| 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will 
be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be 
exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If 
arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page 
come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By tex¬ 
ting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service pro¬ 
vided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events 
operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 23/02/15 






































































































































Tipton is 
lifted off 
league 
bottom 

Quorn 2 Tipton 2 

TIPTON Town climbed 
off the foot of the Midland 
League Premier Division 
table with a fighting draw 
against a side tipped for a 
play-off place. 

But the Black Country 
outfit are still deep in the 
relegation mire after only 
their fourth league win of 
the season. 

Quorn won 4-0 when 
Tipton hosted them ear¬ 
lier in the season and 
would have expected more 
from this match. 

Tipton had what they 
thought was the opening 
goal by Steve Weaver but 
it was ruled offside. 

Keeper Jack Hayfield 
came to Tipton’s rescue 
in the 23rd minute with 
a breathtaking save from 
Matt Blake. 

The visitors took the 
lead five minutes before 
the break when Gurjit 
Singh reacted quicker 
than the Quorn defence. 

Quorn were reduced to 
10 men when Prenderville 
was sent off over a chal¬ 
lenge on Ashley Stewart. 

But Quorn were level in 
the 51st minute through 
Sam Hollis. 

Tipton again went 
in front through Chris 
Poyntz. 

Quorn denied the vis¬ 
itors in the final minute 
when Dominic Brennan’s 
drive whistled past Hay- 
field to grab a point. 

Canaries 
have eye on 
Dorrans 

NORWICH are hoping to 
seal a permanent £2m move 
for out-of-favour Albion 
midfielder Graham Dorrans 
in the summer. 

The Scotland interna¬ 
tional officially moved to 
the Canaries last week in 
a loan deal that runs until 
March 22. 

But it’s understood the 
Championship play-off chas¬ 
ers are looking to bag the 
27-year-old permanently, al¬ 
though talk of a £4m switch 
is wide of the mark. 

Dorrans was a bargain 
£150,000 from Livingstone 
in 2008 and has made nearly 
200 appearances for Albion 
but has struggled to be a 
Premier League regular at 
The Hawthorns. It’s be¬ 
lieved the Baggies are will¬ 
ing to listen to offers. 


Penalty delivers late blow for Tim's team 


Villa 1 Stoke 2 

STOKE dramatically spoiled Tim Sher¬ 
wood’s debut as Villa boss after Victor Mo¬ 
ses’ injury-time penalty gave them a 2-1 
win at Villa Park. 

The winger was brought down by Ron 
Vlaar - who was sent off - to win it for the 
Potters at the death. 

Scott Sinclair had headed Villa in front 
only for Mame Biram Diouf to level just be¬ 
fore the break. 

Defeat kept the hosts in the bottom three 
of the Premier League and underlined the 
job Sherwood has to keep them up. 

He made his mark on the team by drop- 


Football 


ping Ashley Westwood and Tom Cleverley 
as Carlos Sanchez, Carles Gil, Gabriel Ag- 
bonlahor, Kieran Richardson, Sinclair and 
Brad Guzan returned. 

Jonathan Walters was back for Stoke 
after a knee problem with Asmir Begovic 
recalled after being rested in the FA Cup 
against Blackburn with Marc Wilson, Erik 
Pieters and Stephen Ireland available after 
injury. 

Sherwood had promised endeavour and 


goals in his pre-match programme notes 
but it was a quiet start from both sides. 

Neither took control of the game but Villa 
got the early goal Sherwood craved when 
Sinclair, who scored his first goal since 2012 
last week, opened the scoring. 

Stoke wanted a foul after Sinclair and 
Phil Bardsley tangled from a corner but the 
ball fell to Fabian Delph who whipped a de¬ 
lightful cross in from the left for Sinclair to 
glance past Begovic from 12-yards. 

If some Villa fans expected the floodgates 
to open after Sinclair’s fine header they 
were left disappointed with the spark leav¬ 
ing the hosts. 


And the game was ambling towards half¬ 
time only for Stoke to level out of the blue 
seconds before the break. 

Walters teed up former Villa misfit Ire¬ 
land and his cross was powered in by Diouf 
from seven yards. 

Combative and unflustered Stoke started 
to scrap Villa out of the game and, while 
there was little quality from either side, the 
visitors had the impetus. 

Guzan punched away Walters’ angled 
volley yet there was nothing to suggest ei¬ 
ther side would grab a winner. 

Vlaar scythed Moses down; was sent off 
and Moses then beat Guzan from the spot. 


Old Hales give leaders 
run for their money 


South Leicester 39 Old Halesonians 25 

OLD Hales 1st XV travelled to league leaders 
South Leicester who are certain for promo¬ 
tion to National 2 league next season. 

This was to become a close encounter from the 
kick off. The home side immediately got into their 
stride with their simple but effective catch and driv¬ 
ing mauls from set play and lineouts in particular. 
After nine minutes a n . 

Rugby 


catch and drive from Leices¬ 
ter resulted in a converted 
try despite stern defence by 
Hales. 

Three minutes later 
Hales came back with driv¬ 
ing runs from Pete Fitzger¬ 
ald, Tom Jordan and Tom 
King. Hales backs were in 
tune with several attacking 
moves including Carl and 
Andy Robinson, Warren 
Oliver and Chris Hooper or¬ 
chestrating. 

On 12 minutes the pres¬ 
sure continued, Hooper re¬ 
ceived a ball in midfield and 
made a break to score a try 
wide out, missing the con¬ 
version. 

The next 10 minutes saw 
Hales unnerving the oppo¬ 
sition with crunching tack¬ 
les, the home players were 
expecting to walk this game 
but Hales had other ideas. 

Leicester fought back fol¬ 
lowing an infringement. 

Again a lineout, catch and 
drive for another converted 
try on 21 minutes put them 
14-5 in the lead. Hales came 
back again from the kick off 
and forwards secured good 
ball. 

Scrum half Greg Smith 
provided regular play to Ga¬ 
reth Bown at No. 10. 

Constant pressure by the 
Hales forwards and backs 
forced two penalties from 


the home side. Hooper con¬ 
verted both to pull the score 
back to 14-11. 

The Hales backs were 
giving their opponents con¬ 
stant problems. 

On 34 minutes King re¬ 
ceived the kick off, forwards 
supported. 

Wing Oliver came inside 
and then outpaced his op¬ 
posite rival to score. Hooper 
converted. 

The bulk of the Leicester 
pack took them over for an¬ 
other try. The conversion 
was good giving the home 
side a 21 - 18 lead. The sec¬ 
ond half saw Hales score 
with a drop goal from the 
Hales 22 metre line. Leices¬ 
ter kicked to the corner, 
the ball was passed to their 
replacement wing, former 
premiership player Lee 
Robinson, who scored in the 
corner. The conversion was 
missed.Leicester lost two 
players to yellow cards. 

On 69 minutes the home 
side gave away a penalty try, 
converted by Hooper. 

Hales could not capitalise 
on the two man advantage 
and conceded a penalty to 
go behind. 

Leicester then got the 
final try and conversion. 


Lennox battles his way to his first belt 



Lennox Clarke takes on Dan Blackwell 


TITLE fighters Lennox Clarke and 
Des Bowater had to perform at their 
best to claim their first belts against 
co-challengers who hung in there un¬ 
til the final bell, writes Craig Birch. 

Both went for British Masters 
Bronze honours in eight-round con¬ 
tests in the spacious Stadium Suite 
at Walsall Football Club’s Banks’s 
Stadium. 

Halesowen’s Clarke went in first 
for the organisation’s super mid¬ 


dleweight crown against Wiltshire 
scrapper Dan Blackwell. 

The Trowbridge scrapper took 
his best shots from the off as he 
ploughed forward, Clarke teeing off 
from the jab to load stiff right hands 
straight to the face. 

Blood oozed down from Black¬ 
well’s nose from the second round 
and forced him to take a step back in 
the next session, which only allowed 
Clarke more space to work. 


Clarke asserted himself over the 
last two rounds to ensure there was 
nothing for Blackwell on the cards, 
scoring a resounding 80-72 points 
victory with referee Gareth Morris. 

Clarke said: “I have worked hard 
and it’s paid off. From the seventh I 
had to dig deep, but I have got the job 
done and it feels brilliant. 

“Fair play to Dan, he took a lot of 
shots. There was no chance of blast¬ 
ing him out, so it was down to skill.” 


Rested 
swim 
team in 
third spot 

HALESOWEN swimmers 
travelled to Droitwich for 
the second round of the 
Worcester Winter League. 

This round saw swim¬ 
mers well rested again 
ahead of important up¬ 
coming competitions 
and, as in the first round, 
swimmers stepping in 
swam superbly through¬ 
out the contest. 

Worcester were fielding 
two strong teams and are 
clearly looking like the 
team to beat in this year’s 
competitions. 

Halesowen swimmers 
performed strongly and 
a third place finish on the 
night sees them through 
to the A final in April. 

Star of the show was 
double individual event 
winner Mark Laing who 
excelled in both the but¬ 
terfly and freestyle cate¬ 
gories. 

Other individual event 
winners were Lauren Hill 
in the butterfly and Lily 
Merrell in the breast¬ 
stroke. 

The age 15 and under 
relay team which in¬ 
cluded team members 
Emma Bird, Talia Mitch¬ 
ell, Jakob Baker and Jack 
Simpson won both medley 
and freestyle events. 

Final point scores on 
the night were Worcester 
A 205, Worcester B 176, 
Halesowen 173, Droitwich 
126, Stourbridge B 118. 
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Hardman 
Vinnie in 
Brum date 


EX-FOOTBALLER 
turned-movie star Vinnie 
Jones is coming to Birming¬ 
ham for An Evening With 
event. 

Jones will be at the Hilton 
Metropole, part of the NEC 
in Birmingham, on Wednes¬ 
day May 6. 

There will be two boxing 
favourites sharing the top 
table with Jones, who will 
also be staging a question 
and answer session. 

‘Big’ Joe Egan, a former 
sparring partner of Mike 
Tyson, will be with former 
WBC world welterweight 
champion John H Streacy. 

Admission is £150 per 
person, which includes a 
four-course meal.Go to 
www.phoenixgroupplc. 
com or call Guv Shergill on 
07738 377 623. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 

ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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Ball battle 

Old Hales give league 
leaders a good run 

Page 35 


First belt 

Lennox fights his way 
to victory in title bout 

Page 35 



Sports Desk 01902 319531 


email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Baggies 
fan club 
to open 
at centre 

ALBION’S official support¬ 
ers club will open its new 
pre-match base on Saturday 
ahead of the Baggies’ Pre¬ 
mier League game at home 
to Southampton. 

The West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion Supporters Club has 
secured the use of a room 
at the Supreme Banqueting 
and Conference Centre in 
Roebuck Lane, West Brom¬ 
wich, just a short walk from 
The Hawthorns. 

The venue, which will also 
be available after the game, 
will be officially opened by 
two former Baggies stars at 
noon, three hours before the 
crucial game at home to the 
Saints. 

The supporters’ club has 
been without a permanent 
pre-match home since the 
closure of the Hawthorns 
pub next to the ground in 
2009. They used a suite in¬ 
side the stadium for some 
games last season but sup¬ 
porters’ club chairman John 
Homer hopes the new venue 
will help boost membership 
and give fans another option 
before home games. 

He said: “I think the big 
thing is that it’s another 
venue for people to go and 
get together and have a 
drink before a game. The 
Vine and The Sportsman 
are nearby and people queue 
to get into them, so hope¬ 
fully this will mean more 
fans can get together before 
kick-off. ” 

Matthew to 
get a shot 

AN unknown darter from 
Smethwick is heading to the 
PDC’s UK Open after net¬ 
ting a wildcard spot through 
a qualifier in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Matthew Tedstone is now 
dreaming of upsetting the 
big boys at the ‘FA Cup of 
Darts’ next month, after 
coming through a three-fig¬ 
ure field. 

Wolverhampton’s Dean 
Stewart has again also 
won himself a place - and 
this year he will be going 
straight into the second 
round. 

He will be joined at the 
Butlins holiday resort in 
Minehead by fellow Wul- 
frunian Wayne Jones, 
Dudley’s Mark Jones and 
Stourbridge’s Nick Full well. 

The 128-man UK Open 
will take place at the But- 
lin’s holiday resort in Mine- 
head and will run from 
March 6 to 8, in front of the 
ITV4 television cameras. 


Heathens are happy with loyalty of backers 


CRADLEY boss Will Pottinger has hailed 
the club’s partners for continuing their 
backing despite their relocation to Perry 
Barr. 

The Heathens saw their future thrown 
into limbo at the end of last season when 
their Monmore Green home became una¬ 
vailable before they quickly secured a move 
to the Birmingham venue for the new cam¬ 
paign. 

Despite their move, they have already 
enjoyed a hugely successful season off the 
track with a large number of season ticket 
sales plus excellent support from local busi- 


Speedway 


nesses. 

Cradley Heath-based Motor Market have 
stepped up their involvement to become 
main team sponsors whilst Recycled Aggre¬ 
gates, Curtis Sport and Ron Homer have 
continued as club partners. 

They have also welcomed on board Venue 
Cuisine as a partner as they continue to 
build for the defence of their National 
League title. 

After overcoming a rocky period over 


the winter, Pottinger is thrilled to see local 
businesses continue to back the Heathens 
as they prepare for an exciting year. 

He said: “We weren’t too sure how people 
would react to us moving to Perry Barr, but 
to see the reaction we’ve had not only from 
fans but from sponsors has been hugely 
positive. 

“We are going into our sixth season now, 
and to see the level of support the club con¬ 
tinues to receive is really tremendous. 

“Motor Market have been with us for a 
couple of years now as team partners, so 
it’s great to see them step up and become 


our full team sponsors. Of course they are 
based in Cradley Heath, not very far from 
the old Dudley Wood track, so there is a 
nice connection there with the history of 
the Heathens. 

“It’s also good to see Recycled Aggre¬ 
gates, Ron Homer and Curtis Sport stay¬ 
ing on board after last year and continuing 
their support despite our move to a new 
location.” 

The Heathens side will go through their 
paces at Perry Barr for pre-season press 
and practice on Wednesday, March 11, at 
2pm. 


YELTZ SUFFER A 
SECOND DEFEAT 


Manchester FC Utd 1 Halesowen 0 

A BATTLING performance by the Yeltz 
in Manchester was not enough. 

They went down to their second successive 
1-0 defeat. FC United in contrast have won 
five games in a row and are top of the Evo-Stik 
Northern Premier on goal difference, with six 
games in hand on second-placed Skelmersdale. 


The first chance fell to 
United when Greg Daniels 
saw a shot well saved by 
Matthew Sargeant in the 
Halesowen goal. 

Daniels and Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths were yellow carded on 
33 minutes after a clash and 
Tom Greaves put a header 
into the side netting for FC 
United on 39 minutes 

Chances continued to be 
few and far between in front 
of a vociferous home crowd 
although Halesowen were 
looking dangerous on the 
break, but being contained 
well by the home defence, 

Deadlock 

It was Daniels though 
who broke the deadlock for 
the home side on 71 minutes 
when he pounced on a loose 
ball to force it home. 

Halesowen manager John 
Hill made a double substi¬ 
tution to try and force an 
equaliser but it was to no 
avail and Halesowen stay 
ninth in the table, with the 
return game against FC 
United to come. 

Attendance: 2,007 
Nantwich Town 1 
Halesowen Town 0 

Halesowen missed the 
chance of improving their 
play-off prospects when 
they were beaten by lowly 
Nantwich. 

A 12th-minute goal by 


Football 


Max Harrop, who smashed 
the ball home from 18 yards, 
was enough to give the 
Cheshire outfit the points in 
the Evo-Stik Premier clash. 

The Yeltz rarely threat¬ 
ened in the first half, Iyes- 
den Christie’s shot from the 
edge of the box after 10 min¬ 
utes clearing the crossbar. 

The first chance of the 
second half fell to Hale¬ 
sowen sub Ben Haseley, 
whose shot was saved by 
Terry Smith with comfort. 
Then Tom Tonks had a vol¬ 
ley which was saved by the 
Nantwich keeper. 

As the match entered 
three minutes of stoppage 
time Smith had to make two 
excellent saves to prevent 
an equaliser. 

Nantwich had one final 
chance when Matty Kosylo 
broke down the wing before 
playing in Mark Winslade. 
But his shot was blocked 
by Halesowen keeper Craig 
Sargeant. 

Meanwhile, Joel Kettle is 
poised to leave the Yeltz for 
Sutton Coldfield Town. 

The club are said to be 
disappointed Kettle has 
opted to leave after being 
a key part of the team this 
season. 


Two-goal star sako gives Wolves another win 



Bakary Sako celebrates after scoring his second goal to make it 3-0 against Fulham 


KENNY JACKETT is conhdent 
Bakary Sako will remain focused on 
Wolves after stealing the show on 
Tuesday night. 

Sako was the star of Wolves’ 3-0 
win against Fulham, scoring two in 
five minutes before the break to take 
his tally to 10 for the season and set¬ 
ting up Danny Batth’s lOth-minute 
headed opener. 

The Mali international, who is out 
of contract this summer, decided to 


stay at Wolves despite heavy interest 
from Albion and QPR in the transfer 
window. 

Wolves turned down three bids of 
around £2m, including one from a 
foreign club. Sako is again a wanted 
man but Jackett, who took the 
winger off after 57 minutes because 
of stomach cramps, is convinced the 
26-year-old won’t lose his spark in 
the run-in.“We have done really well 
to keep him as long as we have,” said 


Jackett. “Sako is very relaxed about 
the situation and doesn’t want to 
talk about his future at the moment. 

“With the end of the season being 
so close - you’re probably looking at 
10-and-a-half weeks of the regular 
season left - he is happy to focus on 
Wolves and do everything he can to 
get us one of those promotion places. 
I’ve been delighted with his atti- 
tude.He’s always been an important 
player for us.” 


Blues 
are sunk 
by Sears 

Ipswich 4 Blues 2 

FREDDIE SEARS bagged 
a brace as Ipswich got their 
promotion challenge back 
on track with a 4-2 home 
win over battling Birming¬ 
ham. 

Tyrone Mings grabbed his 
first Ipswich goal in the 24th 
minute before an absorbing 
second half saw both Sears 
and Blues’ David Davis 
score twice before Kevin 
Bru made the game safe in 
stoppage time. 

Ipswich opened the scor¬ 
ing when Mings powerfully 
head met Paul Anderson’s 
corner to send home his first 
goal for the club. 

Ipswich doubled their lead 
when Sears raced through 
slot home four minutes 
after the interval. 

But Birmingham reduced 
the deficit when Paul Cad¬ 
dis’ pinpoint cross was beau¬ 
tifully turned in by the head 
of midfielder Davis. 

Ipswich restored their 
two-goal advantage when 
Sears exploited a mistake 
and drill the ball into the 
far corner. 

Blues pulled a goal back 
with 12 minutes remaining 
throughDavis. 

The game was on a knife- 
edge until Bru was on hand 
to poke in a rebound. 

Albion link to 
striker otoo 

GHANA striker Mahatma 
Otoo has claimed Albion are 
keeping tabs on him. 

The forward, who plays 
for Sogndal in the Norwe¬ 
gian Premier League, be¬ 
lieves a move may happen 
at the end of the season. 

“Yes I have heard about 
it (the interest),” said Otoo, 
who has seven caps for the 
national side. 
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DO YOU HAVE A LEAKY OR 
DAMAGED ROOF? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO NEVER HAVE TO 
MAINTAIN YOUR ROOF AGAIN? ASK ABOUT 
DRY VERGES, RIDGES AND VALLEYS FOR 
MAINTENANCE FREE ROOFING FOR LIFE! 

• Fascias & Soffits - Fiat Roofs - Fibreglass 
Roofs - Tiled Roofs - Roof Repairs 

• Free loft insulation with all new roofs! 

• CALL for a no obligation quotation TODAY! 



NWROGUE 

TRADERSHERE 


0800 233 5000 

www.safer.to 

birmingham.gov.uk/tradingstandards 



































